
Reading list for Year 7 & 8
Fiction

A pocketful of stars by Aisha Bushby 
Away with words by Sophie Cameron 
Ravencave by Marcus Sedgwick 
Friendship never ends by Alexandra Sheppard 
Resist by Tom Palmer 
This book kills by Ravena Guron 
Swift and Hawk: Cyberspies by Logan Macx 
Noughts and cross by Malorie Blackman  

 Non-Fiction
Economics by Eduard Altarriba. 
The Teenage guide to Digital wellbeing by Tanya Goodin 

A pocketful of stars 
by Aisha Bushby

This place is magic … but it's not the sort of magic that comes from
wands and spells … Can piecing together the past help you change
the present? Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her
mum doesn’t understand Safiya’s love of gaming and Safiya
doesn't think they have anything in common. As Safiya struggles to
fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she was more like
her confident best friend Elle. But then her mum falls into a coma
and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, she finds herself in a
strange and magical world that looks a bit like one of her games.
And there’s a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks
suspiciously familiar … 

Ravencave
by Marcus Sedgwick

A grim discovery brings disturbing revelations in this
chilling ghost story from the late Marcus Sedgwick. While
mucking about in the ruins of an old farm while on holiday
in Yorkshire, James hears strange laughter echoing around
the walls. The ghost of a young girl appears to him and
urges James to follow her but at first he’s too afraid. When
she appears again, this time James follows. But will he be
able to face the terrible truth she reveals …? 



Resist: one girl’s fight back against the Nazis 
by Tom Palmer 

A beautifully told story inspired by the
childhood of Hollywood legend Audrey
Hepburn shines a light on life under wartime
occupation. As the brutal Second World War
stretches on with no end in sight, life for
ordinary Dutch people in the Nazi-occupied
Netherlands is fraught with peril and hardship.
There is very little to eat and the population
lives under the constant threat of arrest and
enslavement. After the murder of her beloved
uncle and the capture of her brother by the
Germans, Edda is determined to do anything
she can to help the resistance fight back
against their oppressors. But what can a
teenage girl do and how much risk is she willing
to take? 

Away with words 
by Sophie Cameron 

Set in a world where words appear physically when
people speak, this story explores the importance of
communication and being there for those we love. Gala
and her dad, Jordi, have just moved from home in
Cataluña to a town in Scotland, to live with Jordi’s
boyfriend Ryan. Gala doesn’t speak much English, and
feels lost, lonely and unable to be her usual funny self.
Until she befriends Natalie, a girl with selective mutism.
The two girls find their own ways to communicate, which
includes collecting other people's discarded words. They
use the words to write anonymous supportive poems for
their classmates, but then someone begins leaving nasty
messages using the same method – and the girls are
blamed. Gala has finally started adapting to her new life in
Scotland and is determined to find the culprit. Can she
and Natalie show the school who they really are? 



When Hugh Henry Van Boren, one of the most
popular and richest kids in Jess Choudhary's school,
is found dead, the student body is left reeling and
wondering who the murderer could be... Jess, a
student under strict instructions to keep her record
clean or risk losing her scholarship, finds herself at
the centre of the investigation when it's revealed
that Hugh died in the exact same way as a character
in a short story she wrote. And then Jess receives an
anonymous text thanking her for the inspiration.
With time running out, Jess knows if she doesn't
solve this mystery she'll finally have something in
common with Hugh Henry. She'll be dead too. 

This book kills 
by Ravena Guron 

Friendship never ends 
by Alexandra Sheppard
 

When you're figuring it all out, there are
some friendships that mean the most.
Meet Sunita, Gifty, Dawn and May. They're
each about to have a summer they'll never
forget, but does growing up have to mean
growing apart? Funny, relatable and heart-
warming, get ready to laugh, cringe and
cry with these four besties!



When their families mysteriously disappear,
Swift and Hawk, teen experts in AI and robotics,
are recruited by the secretive Möbius
Programme to crack an unbreakable code.
They are immediately plunged into a life-and-
death rescue mission, that takes them from
hidden tunnels beneath the British Museum, to
the dangerous docklands of Amsterdam in
search of the mysterious ship Nightfall. Caught
in a treacherous world of spies and saboteurs,
Swift and Hawk will be pushed to the limit as
they follow a trail that leads to the remote
island of Spøkelsøy, and straight into the hands
of a dark and chilling enemy.

Swift and Hawk: Cyberspies 
by Logan Macx

Noughts and crosses 
by Malorie Blackman  

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and
power. But she's lonely, and burns with injustice at the
world she sees around her. Callum is a nought: he's
considered to be less than nothing - a blanker, there
to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life.
They've been friends since they were children, and
they both know that's as far as it can ever go. Noughts
and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is
out of the question. Then - in spite of a world that is
fiercely against them - these star-crossed lovers
choose each other. But this is love story that will lead
both of them into terrible danger . . . and which will
have shocking repercussions for generations to come.
A seminal piece of YA fiction; a true modern classic.



Economics provides an easy-to-understand explanation for
children about the economy, its impact on our daily lives and
how it affects society. Where does economics come from?
Why do we use it? And how can it affect the world around us?
As part of the My World series, Economics is a book designed
to provide an easy-to-understand explanation about the
complex world of economics that children may often hear
about on news whenever the topics of ‘inflation’ and the
‘rising cost of living’ are mentioned. This book concisely
explains what basic economic ideas and theories are, how
economic activity affects our everyday lives and how our
societies and the wider world are shaped by its structures
and rules. From car boots sales to large global businesses,
this book explores how economic theories help to explain not
only how we act as earners, savers and consumers, but also
how places like schools and hospitals are run. Accompanied
by colourful and characterful illustrations, the subject of
economics is regarded in the simplest, most objective way
possible, so that children have all the information they need
to understand the world around them and the role
economics plays within it. 

My world: Economics 
by Eduard Altarriba   

The Teenage guide to Digital wellbeing 
by Tanya Goodin. 

A guide to digital wellbeing and living your best life – offline
and on! Digital wellbeing is all about finding the balance
between the digital world and the real world – and making
sure we use smartphones and other digital devices in a
healthy way, while living fulfilling lives beyond the screen.
This guide helps tweens and teens do exactly that,
inspiring them to set their devices aside and start living in
the here and now. Written by digital wellbeing expert
Tanya Goodin, it’s packed with positive prompts, thought-
provoking science, and hands-on activities to encourage
healthy habits around screen use – including nostalgic
crafts, retro tech scavenger hunts, and phone-free nature
excursions, plus practical tips on how to deal with digital
challenges like comparison culture, cyberbullying, trolling,
and much more. This book is not about teenagers giving
up their devices forever; it’s about being more mindful of
how they use them. 


