
Reading list for Year 5 & 6
Fiction

Bite Risk-by S.J Wills 
Choose love by Nicola Davies (Poetry) 
The magic of endings by Tom Avery 
The light in everything Katya Balen 
Escape to the river sea by Emma Carroll 
Friends and traitors by Helen Peters 
The day I fell down the toilet by Stephen Mangan 
Skellig by David Almond 

 Non-Fiction
Good news: Why the World is Not as Bad as You Think by Rashmi
Sirdeshpande 
You are a champion by Marcus Rashford

A moving sequence of poems combined with evocative
illustrations to provide insight into the real-life experiences of
refugees forced to leave their homes and previous lives behind
to face an unknown future. Suffused with compassion and
understanding, this book invites you to share in these stories in
the hope of building greater awareness and empathy for the
struggles faced by so many, and to choose love as our
response. 
 

Choose love 
by Nicola Davies (Poetry) 

Bite Risk 
by S.J Will 

Sel Archer lives in a normal town with normal residents,
except for one night a month . . . When the full moon
comes out, almost all of the adults turn into
werewolves, and it's up to the young people to protect
themselves from danger. But, as this quiet life begins to
unravel, and the Turned start to escape, can Sel and his
friends uncover exactly who – or what – is watching
their every move, before it's too late? 



Jojo Locke's dad disappeared six years ago. And what's
stranger still, none of his family can really remember
him, there's a hole inside each of them where Dad
should be. But then Aunt Pen arrives, a real faerie, with
her tricks and wishes. She tests Jojo to see how deep his
courage runs and sets him off on a journey to find their
memories of Dad, and an adventure far beyond what he
could have imagined begins.

The magic of endings 
by Tom Avery

The light in everything 
by Katya Balen 

CA life-affirming story about blended families and learning
to find room in your heart for new life and new love. Tom is
still quiet and timid, even though his dad has been gone for
nearly two years now. Zofia has a raging storm that makes
her want to fight the whole world until she gets what she
wants. And what she wants is for scaredy-cat Tom to get out
of her life. Tom hates loud, unpredictable Zofia just as
much, but he‘s moving into Zofia‘s house. Because his mum
and Zofia‘s dad are in love... and they’re having a baby. Tom
and Zofia both wish the stupid baby had never happened.
But then Tom‘s mum gets ill, and it begins to look horribly
like their wish might come true... A story of learning to trust,
trying to let go and diving into the unknown with hope in
your heart. 

Escape to the river sea 
by Emma Carroll
In 1946, Rosa Sweetman, a young Kindertransport girl, is
longing for her family to claim her. The war in Europe is
over and she is the only child left at Westwood, a rambling
country estate in the north of England, where she'd taken
refuge seven years earlier. The arrival of a friend of the
family, Yara Fielding, starts an adventure that will take Rosa
deep into the lush beauty of the Amazon rainforest in
search of jaguars, ancient giant sloths and somewhere to
belong. What she finds is Yara’s lively, welcoming family on
the banks of the river and, together, they face a danger
greater than she could ever have imagined. 



When Sidney Dashworth's school is evacuated to a huge
stately home in the countryside, she thinks she's going to
spend the war being very bored. At least her brother must
be having fun, flying his Spitfire all over France! But soon
Sidney and a housemaid called Nancy discover that the Earl
is up to no good. He has secret nighttime meetings with
mysterious men from the government and seems to be
hiding something sinister on his land. At first it's all terribly
thrilling, investigating by creeping about at night and
finding secret passageways, but soon everything takes a
deadly turn. Sidney's brother goes missing over France and
the war hits home with a terrible reality. The Earl and his
evil plotters must be stopped, or nothing will ever be the
same again... 

Friends and traitors 
by Helen Peters 

The day I fell down the toilet
 by Stephen Mangan 

A Disaster! The Queen of Dunny, the land where jokes come
from, has lost her sense of humour and banned fun of any
kind. Her subjects have one final shot at making her laugh
otherwise NO NEW JOKES will be created EVER AGAIN! Enter
the hero the world needs. Timothy Trench: straight-talking,
uber-decisive child genius... oh, wait. In an unfortunate case
of mistaken identity, the wrong Timothy - a boy who finds it
impossible to make decisions - is fetched to make the Queen
laugh. Can he work out what will tickle Her Majesty's funny
bone and save the day?

Skellig 
by David Almond 

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's
illness, Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain.
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old,
ramshackle garage of his new home, and finds something
magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being who
needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina,
Michael nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister
languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first
appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister,
Michael's world changes for ever . . . 



Pandemics, war, terror, natural disasters - the world
feels scarier than ever. And we're being inundated
with rolling coverage on our TV screens, tablets,
phones, computers... So much so that politics, global
warming, health and the global economy are now
some of the biggest concerns in a child's life. But this
is just part of the story. What about all the good things
that are happening? The stories of solutions, positive
change and the power of people to unite in
challenging times? Drawing on amazing anecdotes,
case studies, facts and figures from around the globe,
Good news! will help kids navigate fake and bad news,
and realise there are a lot of positive things happening
that just isn't getting air time. Covering everything
from the robots improving health care and the trees
healing the planet, to everyday people who are
helping their community with acts of kindness and the
businesses fighting for good in the world.

Good news: 
Why the World is Not as Bad as You Think 
by Rashmi Sirdeshpande 

You are a champion 
by Marcus Rashford  

Marcus Rashford is famous worldwide for his skills
both on-and-off the footballpitch - but before he
was a Manchester United and England footballer,
and long before he started his inspiring campaign
to end child food poverty, he was just an average
kid from Wythenshawe, South Manchester. Now,
Marcus Rashford MBE wants to show you how to
achieve your dreams, in this positive and inspiring
guide-for-life. This guide is packed full of stories
from Marcus's own life, brilliant advice and top-
tips from performance psychologist Katie
Warriner. 


