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Dear Parents
As December starts, the festive season begins to come alive at 
school, whether from the sound of choir rehearsals drifting down 
from the music room or the voices of our Pre-Prep children singing 
with huge enthusiasm for their upcoming nativities. The House 
Christmas Tree competition runs again this year; I can only hope 
that it will be easier to judge than last year. We are also collecting 
filled shoe boxes again for the local YMCA, to help bring some 
festive cheer to some young people very much in need of support. 
If you haven’t already done so, please do help your children to 
support this project. One of the aims of our school is to encourage 
our children to be outward-looking, thoughtful citizens – and their 
willingness to help those less fortunate than themselves is every bit 
as important as their academic development.  

Last week, the Laurent Hall was twinkling in readiness for the PTA 
Christmas Party, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the committee for a wonderful evening. The food was delicious, the 
band were exceptional (unsurprisingly, being a duo who work with 
both The Saturdays and Ed Sheeran) and it’s no surprise that we all 
had a ball! The PTA have also yet again put on Christmas Discos for 
all the prep school children, which are happening tonight.  Mr Price 
and I have been practising the Macarena and polishing our dancing 
shoes in readiness for the occasion.   

The undoubted highlight next week will be our shared carol service 
with Lancing Prep Worthing at the Chapel at Lancing College. The 
service is on Wednesday 6 December at 11 am, preceded by mince 
pies and refreshment at 10.15 am and I hope to see many of you 
there. It promises to be a beautiful service; traditional, but different 
to our own end of term carol service at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd.  

Christmas is not quite here yet! In our last newsletter, we wished 
our Year 8 pupils the best of luck with their first set of formal 
mock exams. As always, exams offer our children opportunities 
to reflect on their learning and consider how they will direct their 
studies moving forward. For all the Year 8s, the majority of whom 
performed extraordinarily well, I would remind them that the 
exams are a snapshot of their abilities, and never the whole picture.  
Their job now is to move forward with focus and determination.  

A plethora of Christmas festivities at school are all still to come this 
term, and we will also keep working and getting on with the day-
to-day life of school. Quite how we’re going to fit it all in, I don’t 
know. But we shall, and with a festive spring in our step.  

Mrs Keep
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Nursery
The concluding part of our project 
‘People who look after us’ has ended on 
a high note.

We enjoyed a lovely morning visiting 
Shoreham Fire Station, meeting the 
Firefighting team, learning about 
the Fire engine and had fun playing 
with the fire hose aiming for cones on 
the yard. Here we are with Fireman 
Draper! 

At the end of our visit we also 
witnessed a real life call-out and waved 
off the Firefighters for good luck.

Reception
We have started to build our model castles for 
Cinderella using our designs to help us. As we 
have been exploring 3D shapes this week we 
found it really helpful when putting our model 
together; using cone shapes from egg boxes for 
the turrets, cuboid milk cartons for the barbican 
and cylinder kitchen roll holders for the towers. 

We are covering our models with paper and then 
painting over with some more detail. We are 
hoping Cinderella will choose one of our model 
designs to build her own castle.

We have been practising our fine motor skills and 
used tweezers to pick out the dried peas from 

amongst the rice and lentils.  It is quite tricky to squeeze the tweezers together and not let go before 
the pea gets to the little pot.

In phonics 
we have 
moved onto 
digraph 
sounds. 

Look at some 
of the ch 
words we 
can write!

News from the Pre-Prep
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News from the Pre-Prep

Year 1
1G made some delicious gingerbread men last week. Our 
focus was to write a set of instructions so that Miss Gilgrass 
could make them at home over the holidays. All of the 
children did very well and wrote their instructions with 
numbers, bossy verbs and pictures.

Lego Club have been showing Miss Gilgrass their amazing 
team work skills. All of the children followed a set of pretty 
tricky instructions to make a variety of Lego builds. Well done 
Lego club!

Year 2  
The children have been enjoying some fun activities in Maths. 
They have been busy measuring in centimetres and metres.  
They sent their cars whizzing down ramps and then worked 
as a group to measure how far the vehicles had travelled.

They have also had great fun in Maths with the 
programmable bee-bot toys. They have been practising 
using positional vocabulary, such as forwards, backwards, 
clockwise, anti-clockwise.

Fire Brigade Visit
The pre-prep children really enjoyed the White Watch from Hove Fire Brigade coming to visit this 
week. The fire fighters told the children about the important work that they do and the children 
were surprised that it involved much more than fighting fires. 

The fire fighters showed the children around the fire engine 
and the different pieces of equipment needed to assist them 
in helping people involved in car accidents, along with their 
many ladders and hoses; this caused much excitement!
 
The children listened very well and were able to ask some 
very sensible questions. They were reminded how to 
protect themselves at home and will hopefully be asking 
their parents to check their smoke detectors, if they haven’t 
already!
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News from the Prep

Year 3
The pupils became architects, designers, builders and 
problem solvers in Week 10. 

Their challenge? To build a bridge over two desks 
30cm apart that a (toy) car could travel across safely 
and that could hold the weight of Bob the minion! They 
had to do this using only scrap paper, masking tape 
and four parking permits for each group! 

The constant chatter was a pleasure to hear as it was all 
related to the task and their ability to work together in 
groups was a pleasure to see. 

The children had a fantastic time exploring magnetic 
fields and sorting a range of objects into those that are 
magnetic and non-magnetic. 

They were amazed by the way in which magnets can 
be used in our daily lives and were impressed to see 
how electro-magnets can be used to lift cars and trucks 
that can be recycled into new products. 

We are looking forward to testing the strength of 
different types of magnets next week.

Geography Gameshow  
The wonderful Neal was back with his Geography 
Gameshow this year to wow Years 6 and 7! Through 
his amazing artistic talents that allow him to recreate 
the world from memory, he created two great shows 
for the pupils. 

Year 7 enjoyed a show based around global location 
knowledge that will be needed for their CE course and 
played games like ‘the mountaineer’ and ‘the survivor’, 
with various children winning prizes from around the 
world during the course of the show. 

Year 6 enjoyed the European version of the show 
and learned in more depth about the human and 
physical geography of Europe with, of course, more 
prizes.
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Music

This week, we’ve had around 40 performers, ranging 
from Year 1 to Year 8, play to a delighted audience for 
our Piano Evening, and another 20 or so play at our 
Guitar Evening.  

These musical evenings offer not only a chance 
for the children to demonstrate what they have 
been learning, but also develop their confidence 
as performers. Whether playing for the first time 
or an accomplished, confident artiste, the children 
impressed us all.  

We also held a Performance Assembly this week as a 
practice for the children who are about to take their 
ABRSM exams, and we would like to wish them all 
the best of luck.

Outside of school, our singers took part in the  
Eucharist at CoGS last Sunday and they will be 
performing again this coming Sunday in the CoGS 
Carols among the Trees. 
 

News from the Prep

Primary Mathematics Challenge
This is a fun and exciting activity aimed at pupils 
in Years 5 and 6 England and Wales. The PMC 
encourages enthusiasm, boosts confidence in 
Mathematics and shows the different way questions 
can be asked. Answering PMC questions does not 
depend on mathematical knowledge alone, but on 
the ability to think things through, be logical and find 
ways to solve problems. Pupils also need to read the 
questions carefully! We were delighted that the pupils 
in Year 5 and 6 achieved the following results:

Gold:  George G 
Silver: Kian Z, Hugo D, Fred D L, Felix M, Ethan B, Will E, Stanley T, Rory S, Frances G, Amber H
Bronze: Ethan H, James B, Isabelle K, Alastair R-D, William W, Sophie A, Rupert M, Luca B, Jack B, Alex L

We are waiting to hear whether George G has made it into the top 1-2% of entrants who take part in the  
Bonus Round, to be held in February 2018.
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Congratulations

Ms Barber took a group of 23 of LPH dance pupils 
to see the eclectic dance company BalletBoyz 
perform at the Brighton Dome. It was an 
exceptional and inspiring evening, not least because 
they were invited to watch the end of the pre-show 
rehearsal!

Upon arrival backstage we were ushered in to the 
auditorium and introduced to the founder and 
artistic director of the company, Michael Nunn, 
who is also an ex principal dancer of the Royal 
Ballet Company. He talked to the pupils about 
this new choreographic show Fourteen Days and 
explained how the show had been put together. They were then invited on to stage to meet the dancers. 
This was an incredible moment for our young dancers and they were ever so slightly awestruck!

The rest of the evening was a fabulous mix of convivial eating of food at Pinocchio’s restaurant and 
watching the show. All pupils had a wonderful evening and are looking forward to practising their dance 
even harder at school.

BalletBoyz

Chess 

Our talented chess players continue to enjoy success. Five pupils recently 
contested the Hassocks Comp. This is where if a school has three pupils 
playing in the section, they can form a school team.

Kit B won the Under 9 section, with Toby R coming 5th. Unfortunately 
their third player was ill so the boys couldn’t pick up a school award.

In the Under 11 age group, the team of James, Hugo and Ethan came 
second. Hugo and Ethan also won Arbiters’ Awards.

Lancing College Prep Schools Squash Tournament
 

Our U13A team of Jonah B, Lockie M and Oscar M won the 2017 
tournament – the first time we have won it! It was very close and 
exciting, especially the final where they faced Holmewood House, 
a regular winner of the event, a team that they had lost to in the 
earlier rounds of the tournament. Oscar M stepped up and won his 
match with just seconds to go by one point after being four points 
down. Lockie was four points up and lost by one point. The school 
is fortunate to have Jonah B, the U13 National champion, playing 
centre stage.
  
The U13B team of Henry O, Oscar S and Noah K were runners up 
in the plate competition and the U11s team of Rory S, Lockie M 
and Will D also played well but did not make it through to the final 
stages. Well done to all the boys, you’ve done LPH proud!
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UK Road Safety Week - Speed Down Save Lives

The whole school joined thousands of organisations and 
community groups taking part in the UK’s biggest road 
safety event, Road Safety Week (20-26 November) to 
help to spread awareness about the dangers of driving 
too fast and other important road safety messages.
 
The UK Road Safety Week 2017 theme, Speed Down 
Save Lives, is about people all over the country raising 
awareness about the importance of drivers keeping 
their speed down to protect all road users. Driving is 
unpredictable and if something unexpected happens 
on the road ahead – such as a child stepping out from 
between parked cars – it is a driver’s speed that will 
determine whether they can stop in time and, if they 
can’t stop, how hard they will hit.
 
With the many changes that have been made to the 
school site in recent months, this focus week provided 
a timely reminder to our school community. The 
arrangements of our new car park and the busy 
nature of our surrounding residential area remind us 
that we are all road users and we can make positive 
contributions to the safety of our community as 
pedestrians, cyclists and passengers in family and 
school vehicles. We were very fortunate to be given 
a number of resources by the Sussex Safer Roads 
Partnership, with every child from Reception to Year 6 
taking home a ‘Tales of the Road’ booklet so that they 
could share important messages with their friends and 
families.
 
Children in the Pre-Prep took walks around our local 
community to discuss safe crossing of roads and put 
into practice The Green Cross Code that they have been 
learning in class. The Prep School made contributions to 
the school House competitions in lunchtime road safety 
quiz rounds and over 50 children entered the week’s 
poster competition. Special congratulations must go to 
the competition winners Maisie T (Pre-Prep), Coco M 
(Years 3-5) and Zoe Clark (Years 6-8), whose wonderful 
poster designs will soon be published around the 
school site.
 
Some fabulous learning has taken place across the 
school. Be sure to ask Year 7 about their Road Safety 
Rap and Reception about their Road Crossing safety 
work. Year 3 had a fantastic debate over what they feel 
are the most important issues we must address to make our roads safer. Some fine public speakers in the 
making!
 
If any parents or family members are interested in contributing to road safety management in our local 
community and wish to support Sussex Safer Roads Partnership, please follow the following link and 
complete the Brighton and Hove City Council survey on road behaviour:

http://consult.brighton-hove.gov.uk/public/bhcc/transport/roadsafety/road_behaviour_2017

Coco M’s winning poster
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Sports Round-Up

 

Boys’ Football Fixtures Results
Wednesday 22 November W/D/L Score

1st XI v Ardingly L 1-6
2nd XI v Ardingly L 0-4
Colts A v Ardingly W 5-3
Colts B v Ardingly W 6-1
Colts C v Ardingly L 0-2
Colts D v Ardingly L 0-1
U9A v Ardingly L 0-4
U9B v Ardingly W 2-0
U9C v Ardingly L 0-4
U9D v Ardingly D 1-1
Wednesday 29 November

Results to follow

Girls’ Hockey Fixtures Results
Tuesday 21 November W/D/L Score

U9 v LPW W -
U8 v LPW W -
Thursday 23 November Tournament
U11 v Burgess Hill W 3-0
U11 v Cumnor House A L 0-3
U11 v Copthorne L 2-3
U11 v Cumnor House B D 2-2

Wednesday 29 November
U11 v LPW L 0-2
U11 v LPW L 1-2

U10 Girls’ Hockey team wins!
Our U10 girls joined 15 other schools in the EGHA 
tournament at the Triangle in Burgess Hill. They 
qualified after the pool matches to take part in the 
Plate competition and beat Croydon High School 
2-0 and Bede’s 1-0 in the quarter and semi-finals 
respectively. 

In the final, the girls drew with Brighton College 
Prep and the contest was decided by penalty shuf-
fles. Lara, Kate and Emma all scored theirs and 
Jasmine saved the crucial third one from Brighton 
College to secure the win for Lancing Prep Hove. 

Fantastic performances by all the girls in their 
matches and they did brilliantly to come through a 
nailbitingly close finish to the final!

Swimming Gala

We teamed up with girls from our sister school, 
Lancing Prep Worthing, to form a combined 
team to take on Brighton & Hove Prep School in a 
swimming gala at Lancing College.

All the girls swam well - in particular Bethany K 
in Year 6, who won many of her races. It was a 
very close competition and we were just pipped 
at the post by just two points!

U9 Rugby Team v Bede’s
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Diary Dates
Saturday 2 December 
Choir performance at ‘Snow 
Spectacular’ Hilton Metropole

Sunday 3 December 
Carols among the trees at CoGS

Monday 4 December 
Lunch Menu Week 3 
14.00 CoGS Tea Club Christmas Party 
Year 8 Parents’ Appointments 

Tuesday 5 December
Rugby v Dorset House 
  U9A & B @ Hove Prep 
Year 8 Parents’ Appointments  
Wednesday 6 December
10.15 Mince Pies & Refreshments & 
11.00 Joint Carol Service with LPW  
  at Lancing College Chapel  
U9 Rugby Tournament @ Hurst   
Boys’ Hockey v Brambletye/HXP
  U13 & U12 (H) U11 & U10 (A)
Girls’ Hockey v Bede’s 
  U13 / U12 (A)  
  U11 / U10  (H) at Lancing College 

Thursday 7 December 
Rugby v Oakwood U9 / U8 (away)
  
Friday 8 December 
Human Rights Day 
Prep School discos

Monday 11 December
Lunch Menu Week 1 
Pre-Prep Christmas concerts 
14.00 Senior Choir @ Martlets Hospice  
17.30 Staff/parent choir rehearsal  

Tuesday 12 December 
Requested day for ABRSM exams

Wednesday 13 December
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Pre-Prep Christmas concerts
16.30 Prep School Christmas Feast 
  Pick up 17.30

Thursday 14 December 
Carol service rehearsal (am)  

Friday 15 December 
15.30 Carol Service @ CoGS 
16.30 Term ends

Spring Term starts
Monday 8 January 2018

Noticeboard

15 Years of Co-education at LPH

In 2002, the former Mowden Prep School underwent two major 
changes: it was the last all boys’ prep & pre-prep school in 
Sussex to become educational and at the same time, it joined 
the Lancing College family of schools.

As a school, we will be marking this in various ways over 
the coming year. We are also celebrating the 15 years of girls 
joining the school with a specially extended range of up to 
15 scholarships to children joining the school across the year 
groups from Year 1 to 8. This is a not to be repeated scholarship 
offer and the advertising campaign for it will start in early 
December, so parents may notice advertisements in the coming 
weeks appearing locally and online.

Joint Carol Service with Lancing Prep Worthing
Lancing College Chapel  
Wednesday 6 December

All parents with children in Years 3 to 8 are warmly invited to 
our first-ever joint carol service with LPW in the Chapel.  

Mince pies and beverages will be available in the Megarry 
Room from 10.15 am and the service starts at 11 am.

If you plan to attend, please would you RSVP to Sarah Olsen as 
soon as possible, in order to help us plan catering etc.

Mrs Keep

Pre-Prep Nativity
Monday 11 &  
Wednesday 13 December

Nursery & Reception
9.30 am each day

Year 1 & Year 2
2.30 pm each day
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