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Message from Mrs Keep

It was a very real pleasure to write the newsletter words with the sound of various clubs happening out 
on the fields while I typed on Friday afternoon. The Years 1 & 2 bubble playing football on the main field 
looked as though they were in the midst of a highly competitive game, and the eruption of cheers told 
me a goal had just been scored. We aren’t quite back to normal, but we are at least now back to the 
new normal and we’re loving every minute of it.

In the Summer term, it’s always a pleasure to head outside and this year our outdoor space, in particular 
the gardens and forest school, is giving us all the opportunity to work in a way that feels a little more 
free and little reminiscent of the old normal. We are still adhering strictly to our risk assessments and 
protocols, but when outdoors we all enjoy the freedom from forward-facing desks.

We aren’t yet certain how the guidelines for school will change, if at all, but I intend to write to you all 
later in May about various Summer term events when we have clarity. One change that we are able to 
make is our intended return to matches against local schools. We will be trialling a fixtures in the week 
beginning 10 May, playing mixed cricket in a range of matches against our sister prep school, Lancing 
Prep Worthing. If those matches go well, we will then be able to enjoy the fixtures we have in the diary 
for this term – something the staff and children have all been desperately looking forward to. We are 
not yet able to invite parents to any matches, either home or away, but I am sure you will be as pleased 
as your children that we are finally able to return to some long-awaited competitive sport. 

There are a couple of surveys which I would invite you all to complete. One is The Big Ask, the largest 
ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England, launched by the Children’s Commissioner. 
This 5-minute survey aims to find our about children’s concerns and aspirations for the future, with the 
aim of putting their voices at the heart of the country’s recovery from the pandemic. Please do guide 
your children towards this survey so that they have their opportunity to contribute and to be heard. 
It is available here and has different age group sections: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
thebigask/

The other survey is one you will have received from Mr Clifton about the school’s RSE provision, as part 
of our PSHE programme. The consultation on the school’s planning and delivery of Relationship and Sex 
Education is a requirement of all schools, and we would like to hear from as many of you as possible. 
Even if you have been to one of our RSE information evenings in the past, please do consider this an 
opportunity to engage with the school again.

This weekend was a long one, and very welcome following last week’s Open Morning on Saturday 
which was fully booked and wonderfully vibrant. My thanks to all the children in the Pre-Prep and Years 
3 & 4 who came into school to participate in outdoor learning, and special thanks to those senior pupils 
who acted as guides for our guests. They were, as always, a credit to us all. 

I hope you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday, whatever the weather threw at us!

Term Dates & Notices
are on Page 10
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Year 1 
The children visited the Reception class to see the ducklings. They were very cute and soft! As part of our 
pirate topic, we read the story Pirates Love Underpants and decorated a pair of underpants!

Year 2 
Our Science topic this term is Gardening and the children are fast growing green fingers! We have 
planted pumpkins, sunflowers, strawberries, various flowers and radishes in the past ten days and it 
is still only April. We were very lucky to have an inspiring talk from Julia Parker (author of ‘The Little 
Grower’s Cookbook) and she showed the children how to plant seeds in any container and preferably 
a recycled one. Each child planted a radish seed in an eggshell and we shall await results from home…. 
We are experimenting with a ‘strawberry wall’ in the school garden as well as having a potato growing 
competition between the two Year 2 classes.

Reception 
After what seemed a very long wait for our duck eggs to hatch, the Reception children have been 
mummy and daddy ducks to three little brown ducklings who were named Pudding, Mr Duck and Jap. 
We were lucky enough to see the first few cracks on the eggs start to appear on a Wednesday school 
day and our third duckling hatched the following Sunday, with a little help from Miss Gilgrass. They have 
been swimming and have had many cuddles before being collected to start their new lives when they 
are released onto a lovely big pond with plenty of outdoor space for them to waddle around in.

Pre-School
The children have had a wonderful couple of weeks back after the Easter holidays. They went straight 
into their new topic ‘Back in Time’, by learning about Space. The children learnt who was the first man to 
travel to the Moon and also watched a video of his first steps. Following on from this, the children used 
their knowledge of shapes by using this to create a space rocket! They continued looking at Space by 
reading various story and information books. They also created a passport for the Space Rocket that 
landed in our classroom so they could fly to whichever planet they wanted!

News from the Pre-Prep News Round Up
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News from the Prep School

Year 3
The children have been looking at Greek myths and have 
greatly been enjoying the sometimes gruesome and tragic 
stories! Having read the story of Daedalus and Icarus the 
children then collaborated in groups to retell the story 
in their own words. Given the restrictions we must abide 
by in these Covid times we were beyond impressed how 
they still manage to collaborate whilst seated in rows. The 
discussions over content and word choices were a joy 
to hear. They then used iPads to find any tricky spellings 
or to find a synonym to replace a word they felt could be 
improved. The results…well, they could easily be published 
they were so well written! 

Year 4 
This week, the pupils have been looking at the chronology of world events. We looked at the different 
world events that Year 4 knew about already and putting them on a timeline. We had a great time looking 
at where we thought events should be placed and then comparing where they really were on a proper 
timeline. We learnt a lot about how long there was between different events and that the Ancient Greeks 
were around A LONG time before World War 1 and World War 2!

News from the Prep

Virtual Brighton Children’s Parade 2021
Year 3 have been very busy over the last two weeks making flags and learning a dance for 
this year’s Brighton Children’s Parade. They came into school dressed in wonderful, brightly 
coloured outfits and made a fantastic job of performing their dance which was recorded ready 
for the virtual Parade that took place on Saturday 1 May.  This can be viewed on the Samesky 
website and social media: Instagram https://www.instagram.com/tv/COU-v-enbhr/?hl=en - we 
have shared it on our Lancing Prep Hove Facebook account.

Families may also see our giant Pelican which will be on display around town over the festival 
month, along with other giant sculptures from other participating schools.    
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Year 7
As part of their Plate Tectonics topic in Geography, the Year 7 
pupils have been designing vehicles to go on a journey to the 
centre of the Earth. They have been incredibly inventive in their 
designs and have included materials which can withstand the 
immense heat as they travel through the crust, mantle and into 
the core. Here on the right is Forrest’s fantastic design:

In History, the children have been studying the Peasants’ Revolt, 
and they have created storyboards outlining what happened 
when the angry peasants marched to London. They have been 
curious, asking questions and really challenging themselves with 
their ideas.

News from the Prep School

Miss Bridges, our new Head of History, writes, ‘We have had a very busy and fun week in the History 
department, of the Prep School. I have been particularly impressed with the warm welcome that I have 
been given by the children in Years 5-8. Year 5 have been learning about life in Viking times, and they even 
designed their own shields. I am excited to see what they can all achieve as term progresses!’

‘I also want to give a special mention to Tom M and Kate W, who have both made it through to the second 
round of the Townsend Warner History Prize. Round 2 will take place later on in May, and I am delighted to 
see them both achieving so well.’ 

News from the Prep School

Year 5
The pupils have made a great start to the term with their new book Kensuke’s 
Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. It has opened our eyes to the world of sailing. There 
have been some amazing pieces of work linked to our main characters, especially 
‘Barnacle Bill’ who sounds like a tough old mariner.  Maybe the book will inspire 
some of us to get out on the water (safely) this summer and experience the world 
of sailing! 

Year 6
The children enjoyed creating group performances using a shuffle rhythm pattern for their Blues Music 
project, based on Malted Milk by Robert Johnson. Please see page 10 for information about availability 
of instrumental lessons this term.

 

Photography Club
The after-school Photography Club for Years 5 and Year 6 this term has been looking at taking photos 
using perspective. Our budding photographers have had great fun and here are some of the results 
created by Hannah and Zoe.
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News from the Prep School

Prep School Beach Volleyball
The excitement is building as we approach our first-ever House Beach Volleyball tournaments! 
Every year group in the Prep school has now had the opportunity to visit Yellowave Beach Sports 
Venue to hone their beach volleyball skills and find their ‘sand legs’ this term. Future Games 
lessons will focus on developing their skills, team play and tactical nous before the end of term 
tournaments which, based on current ability, will be very competitive!

News from the Prep School

Cricket News
Mr Chilton has been really impressed with the numbers of children who are keen to start playing 
cricket in club time and the arrival of Mr Little seems to have already made a huge impact on 
cricket in school.  At break times we have never seen so many small games of cricket with boys 
and girls playing together.  

Our new crickets nets have also given all the children a chance to engage with a new sport or one 
they are keen to develop. Watch this space!
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Noticeboard

Relationships, Sex and Health Education – Parent 
Consultation
The Department for Education has made changes to 
relationships and sex education following nationwide 
consultation which came into effect from September 2020 
and all schools are required to comply with the updated 
requirements.

The guidance focuses on healthy relationships and 
keeping children safe in the modern world. It also covers a 
wide range of topics relating to physical and mental health, 
wellbeing, safeguarding and healthy relationships.

As part of the school’s obligations, the school has invited all 
parents to participate in a process of consultation to help 
inform our schools’ decisions on when and how certain 
content is covered. This invitation, to partake in an online 
survey, has been sent to parents and will be available until 
Friday 7 May. The results and findings will be shared during 
a virtual parent information event that will be available to 
view from the week commencing Monday 24 May.
Mr Clifton, Head of PSHE

TERM DATES

SUMMER 2021 
Term starts Monday 19 April 2021
May Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021
Half term from Friday 28 May 2021 usual 
collection times, 
restarting on Monday 7 June 2021
Term ends Wednesday 7 July 2021

AUTUMN 2021 
Term starts Thursday 2 September 2021
Half term from Friday 15 October 2021 
usual collection times, 
restarting on Monday 1 November 2021
Term ends Friday 10 December 2021          

SPRING 2022
Term starts Wednesday 5 January 2022
Half term from Friday 11 February 2022
usual collection times, 
restarting on Monday 21 February 2022 
Term ends Friday 25 March 2022                               
 
SUMMER 2022
                
Term starts Wednesday 20 April 2022 
Bank Holiday Monday 2 May 2022 
Half term from Friday 27 May 2022 
usual collection times, 
restarting Monday 6 June 2022 
Term ends Friday 8 July 2022        

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

We have vacancies for the following 
instruments: Strings, Woodwind and 
Brass. Please email Mrs Bunker if 
you would like more information or 
to arrange a free trial lesson for your 
child: nbunker@lancing.org.uk

A reminder that a term’s notice is 
required to stop individual music 
lessons in school. 

Please email Mrs Bunker if you 
would like to make changes for 
September. Thank you to everyone who supported Freddie’s Fundraiser 

for Surfers against Sewage. He raised well in excess of his 
original target, as can be seen by his blue dyed hair!

l 
 
  

Tuesday 1 – Friday 4 June 

10am – 12.30pm each day 

Ages 9 –14 

 

Places are limited and on a 
first-come first-served basis.  

Levels 1 & 2 together is £30 
per person. 

To book your place, please 
visit 
https://sports.brighton-
hove.gov.uk/Events/StandardTicket
BookingProcess 

 

Noticeboard

 
 

Places are limited and on a 
first-come first-served basis.  

Level 3 training costs £25  
per person. 

To book your place, please visit 
https://sports.brighton-
hove.gov.uk/Events/StandardTicket
BookingProcess 
 

Tuesday 1 – Thursday 3 
June 

1.15pm – 3.15pm each day 

Ages 11 – 14 

 
Students must have attended 
Level 2 

Please see below for details of the Bikeability training courses in the Summer half term holiday.

There is also information for parents about online safety on the pages that follow.






