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After leaving Lancing, James Nightingall (Teme, 2003-2008), took a gap year and qualified as a ski 

instructor in Switzerland. James also worked with the Development Office on Lancing’s first 

telephone campaign: “I had the pleasure of speaking to many OLs and I was inspired by those who 

had set up their own businesses.” After his gap year James went on to complete a degree in Real 

Estate at the Royal Agricultural University. During his time there he was President of the 

Entrepreneurs Society, hosting a number of charity functions, including an event with Levi Roots. 

James started his property search network concept at university whilst completing his dissertation 

on the buying agency industry. Since then he has successfully founded James & James 

(www.jandjlondon.com), a property search network matching clients with the UK’s leading buying 

agents. “We help clients find and select the right buying agent for their property search.” James 

explains there are over a 1,000 buying agents across the UK, varying in expertise and coverage. “An 

estate agent acts for the seller to achieve the highest selling price but buying agents act on behalf of 

the buyer. Buying agents find properties, carry out due diligence and negotiate the lowest possible 

price. Certain buying agents also have access to properties that never see an estate agent’s window. 

Our buying agents bought 55% of properties over £1m off-market last year. They are sold privately, 

mainly for privacy and the only people who get access to them are those who hire the right buying 

agent.” 

James & James helps clients from all over the world. 

Recently James has been awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Entrepreneurship from the University 

of Cambridge. He is looking forward to launching a new concierge company and is on a mission to 

make relocation stress-free! 


