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Where to begin? This has been a 
breathlessly full term (but when are 
they not so here at Lancing?) full of 
excitements in every sphere, from 
private talks with Sir David Hare OL, 
thrilling sports matches, the powerful 
energies and agonies of Amadeus, the 
glories of traditional Advent concerts 
and services, inspiring debates 
and lectures on current affairs, the 
sombre moments - particularly in 
remembering a still young past pupil, 
Remembrance and the Airshow 
Memorial Service, the growth of Sixth 
Form heresies (perhaps not quite as 
frightening as that sounds when first 
encountered – more of this in the 
next issue of The Quad) and scores 
of happenings in between: all these 
played their part.
 

Welcome...



Lancing College 

Lancing, West Sussex BN15 0RW
Tel: 01273 452213
Fax: 01273 464720
email: info@lancing.org.uk
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We welcome your feedback and suggestions to: quad@lancing.org.uk

Dominic Oliver 
Head Master

A sense of dramatic ‘play’ seems 
right in recollecting Sir David’s 
electrifying new memoir The Blue 
Touchpaper. It starts with a prefatory 
quotation from Sybille Bedford:

“…when one’s young, one doesn’t feel 
part of it…one does things because 
they are not for good; everything is a 
rehearsal to be repeated ad lib, to be 
put right when the curtain goes up in 
earnest. One day you know that the 
curtain was up all the time. That was 
the performance.”

These words resonate with real 
power in the memoir of a theatrical 
knight. An implication here too – that 
we don’t see anything we do as the 
‘real’ or ‘final’ outcome until older and 
wiser - is an apt reflection on youthful 
energy and the determination to 

experiment and to learn. I agree that 
these impulses are the prerogative 
of the young and our role here is 
undoubtedly to inspire and to guide 
such learning. However, I have seen 
so much joyful and appreciative 
participation in the life of the school 
community this term that part 
of me questions that element of 
Bedford’s assumptions which says 
that experiences are not valued until 
they are history: Lancing pupils so 
clearly revel in their life here and are 
appreciative and reflective too. Long 
may that continue! Even so, reminders 
of time well spent are no bad thing 
and it is no accident that this edition 
of The Quad is the most capacious 
so far produced – do enjoy its tastes 
of a term in Lancing’s vivacious and 
absolutely thriving community.
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SHORT STORIES
Advent Term News

NEW STAFF
A warm welcome to the following 
members of staff who have joined 
Lancing this term:

Miss Katherine Allan (maternity 
cover) and Miss Jenny Champ in 
the Mathematics Department; Mr 
Simon Darcy to teach Business; Mr 
Olivier de Sales to teach Spanish and 
French; Miss Lucy Freeland in the 
English Department; Mr David Hunt 
as maternity cover in D&T; and Mrs 
Michelle Porter and Mr Tom O’Shea 
in the Physics Department. We also 
welcome back Mr Peter Tarbet who 
returns to the Maths Department 
after spending a few years teaching 
elsewhere. Mrs Clare Mann transfers 
to a permanent role in the Modern 
Languages Department.

Miss Georgia Cox is the new French 
Assistant, Mrs Angela Brennan takes 
over as Health Centre Manager and 
Ms Julie Brenner is College Matron, 
supporting all of the Houses. Mrs 
Shirley Raymond takes over as 
Human Resources Manager, Mr Matt 
Manser as the Junior IT Technician 
and Mr Adam Wilson has been 
appointed as the new Chapel Verger.

After 25 years at Lancing teaching 
French and German, including 12 
years as Housemaster of School 
House, Dr Andrew Betts (below) takes 
on the role of Registrar.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Many congratulations to Mr Andrew 
Chappell, Housemaster of Head’s, 
who married Miss Jess Sommers in 
the Chapel on 5 September (pictured 
below); to Mr Tim Meierdirk and 
his wife Natalie, whose marriage 
was blessed there at the end of the 
summer; and to Miss Laura Gent 
(now Mrs Fryer) who was married in 
Northamptonshire in August.

There is also ‘baby news’ this term: 
our congratulations to Mr Mark 
Walsh and his wife on the birth of 
Sam; and to Mrs Emma Campbell, 
Housemistress of Sankey’s, on the 
birth of Helena, a sister for Stella and 
Noah.

LAMDA RESULTS
Congratulations to the following pupils 
who were awarded LAMDA medals, 
following the summer examinations:
Acting Bronze:
 Ella Rusbridger, Aidan Edgar,   
 Hannah Eastbury, George Greenacre
Acting Silver:
 Philip Hartfield, Archie Deme, Olivia  
 Longhurst, Angelica Aldington-Hunt,  
 Evie Bailey
Speaking Verse and Prose Bronze:  
 Amanda Bailey, Sophie Cleeve

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Once again the College took part in the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in aid 
of Macmillan Cancer Support, raising money to provide medical, emotional, 
practical and financial help for the 2.5 million people in the UK who are living 
with cancer. Pupils and staff gathered in the Dining Hall for drinks and snacks 
over morning break and gave generous donations, raising just over £450.

ART IN ARUNDEL
As part of the Summer Art Exhibition 
in the Jubilee Room at Arundel 
Museum, Sixth Formers Hermione 
Shaw, Bea Spence and Cassandra 
Neathercoat, along with recent leaver 
Catherine Sheldon, had several 
pieces of their work shown. This is a 
new initiative to have a community 
summer exhibition incorporating 
work by artists of all ages, and 
involved a number of local schools.
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REFURBISHMENT UPDATE
The boarding refurbishment is 
charging on and nearing completion. 
Over the Summer Holidays we 
refurbished the whole of the Victorian 
portion of Teme House and the Third 
and Fifth Form sections of School 
House, as well as its Common Room.

This term we have tackled School 
House Lower Sixth Pitts Passage 
to coordinate with the complete 
replacement of the Pitts Passage, 
Library and Sanderson Room roof. A 
renewed central heating system and 
a hefty dose of new insulation in this 
area will ensure the boys are warm for 
decades to come.

During the second half of this 
term the Lower Sixth girls from 
Field’s were relocated to the Pad 
whilst the main corridor of Field’s 
was refurbished. The only possible 
delay being Mrs Creer and the Bursar 
arguing about the colour of the paint! 
School House Fourth Form will follow 
in the Lent Term.

After we have completed these 
projects there will only be a few 
small areas of some Houses left to 
do but these haven’t been forgotten. 
Furthermore, Head’s will receive 
some TLC over the summer holidays 
to keep our very important day 
contingent happy!

Much has been achieved in the 
last 20 months largely due to the 
boundless energy of our Estates 
Bursar, Gavin Merryweather.

Mr Mark Milling

COMMISSIONING OF THE PREFECTS
The first chapel service of the school year is always a joyful occasion, with many 
families attending for the first time. This year was no exception. The new Head 
Boy and Head Girl, Cullum Ball and Isabel Holt began their official duties, 
and the service included the formal commissioning of the new prefects. New 
parents were welcomed into the College community over a hog roast lunch, 
organised by the St Nicolas Association for current parents.

HONG KONG GATHERING
Our thanks to Belle Chan (centre) for organising this year’s gathering for new 
pupils and their parents in Hong Kong during the summer holidays.
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MALAWI FUNDRAISING
The biennial sponsored walk to raise 
funds for Lancing’s charity projects 
in Malawi took place on the first 
Saturday of term. The entire school, as 
well as a number of parents and staff, 
walked the 12 miles from the College 
across to Chanctonbury and Cissbury 
Rings and back. 

Additional funds were raised at Jack 
Redman’s organ recital in November 
(see page 16), and through a collection 
at the annual Seasonal Readings in 
the Chapel Crypt on 6 December. The 
grand total raised during the Advent 
Term was just over £8,200. Of this 
amount, £5,400 has already paid for 
Norman Mandikisi’s school fees for 
this academic year. Norman is one of 
the four boys at Rose’s House foster 
home that the College sponsors and 
he had just started his secondary 
school education at the Kamuzu 
Academy, one of Malawi’s most 
prominent schools.

Neville Bevis, the Director at Open 
Arms Malawi, wrote to everyone at 
the College prior to the sponsored 
walk: ‘Lancing College and its 
community has embraced Norman, 
and secured his future at the school 
through sponsoring his fees, some of 
which will be from the walk.’

Neville is pictured with Norman 
(right) and Eric, who also attends 
Kamuzu. On the far right, Norman 
(top right) is pictured with his foster 
siblings Moses (top left), and (front 
row) Dorothy, Wilson and Aubrey. 
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MUTINY!
Fourth Former Serena Birch 
Reynardson writes: The New Mutiny 
Theatre Company’s performance of 
Romeo and Juliet was funny and full of 
energy. It was a wonderful adaptation 
which told the story in a shorter, 
simpler and more interesting way. I 
really enjoyed how playful and funny 
the characters were and the play had 
the whole audience roaring with 
laughter! The actors were fantastic 
and it was really great getting to know 

HYMNATHON
The College was delighted to be 
involved with the Friends of Sussex 
Hospices’ Hymnathon, which took 
place in the Chapel over the weekend 
of 19 and 20 September. Numerous 
choirs and soloists clocked up 30 
hours of non-stop hymn singing 
from 9.00am on Saturday through 
to 3.00pm on Sunday (including a 
‘Christmas Carols and croissant’ 
breakfast on Sunday morning), 
culminating in a Blackberry Tea in the 
War Memorial Cloister followed by a 
rousing grand finale. Funds raised by 
the Hymnathon will go to support all 
of the local Sussex Hospices.

OPEN WATER SWIM WIN
Congratulations to Angelica 
Aldington-Hunt (second right) and 
Hannah Eastbury (right) who were 
part of the winning girls’ team at the 
Brighton Pier to Pier Open Water Race 
in July. Individually Hannah came 
fifth and Angelica was eighth out of 
52 swimmers.
Hannah had other successes over the 
summer, coming 16th in the National 
Open Water 1.5K at Rother Country 
Park in a time of 20:44.31, a personal 
best; in the Dover Regatta 2K Sea 
Swim, she won the 12-14 year old age 
group; and in the Eastbourne 2K Sea 
Swim, she came third in the junior 
age group with a time of 23:22; at 
the end of the ASA SER 2015 Open 
Water Championship Series, she was 
placed fourth junior (16 and under 
age group).

them afterwards in the workshop 
they kindly put on for us. During 
the workshop we played some really 
amusing theatre games such as Splat, 
and also revisited the story of Romeo 
and Juliet. In groups of five or six we 
put our own spins on Shakespeare’s 
final words of the play and then 
performed them. The whole thing was 
a really great experience; I very much 
enjoyed the play and learnt a lot from 
the workshop.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE
At the end of June, several of our 
Lower Sixth Chemists took part 
in Cambridge University’s annual 
Chemistry Challenge Competition. 
Pupils answered questions ranging 
from the chemistry of ‘Isotonic Sports 
Drinks’ to the multi-step synthesis 
of steroid hormones. All of our 
pupils really enjoyed tackling these 

challenging questions and pitting 
their wits against seven thousand of 
the best Chemistry students in the 
country. Matthew Davis and Daria 
Mazhaeva were awarded a Copper 
award and Sam Greenrod, Volodymyr 
Prokopyuk, Darcey Ridgway-Brown 
and Yunhao Zhang achieved Silver. 
Tilly Dichmont finished in the top 7% 
of entrants to the competition and in 
doing so earned a Gold award.
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BARBERSHOP MASTERCLASS
Lower Sixth Former, Rosanna 
Wicks, writes: On Thursday 17 
September we were treated to an 
afternoon workshop with award 
winning Barbershop group, Tagline, 
featuring Lancing’s very own Mr 
Chris Langworthy. After a dazzling 
performance of Fly Me to the Moon 
by the quartet, there began an 
afternoon of singing and laughter. 
With music written by a Tagline 
member that morning, the four parts 
came together to make overtones 
and sumptuous clashes. Pupils of 
different abilities sang with the group 
and later performed an arrangement 
of Disney’s Let it Go. In the evening 
concert Tagline performed - to 
a packed Great School audience 
- some of their very impressive 
championship-winning songs, as well 
as other favourites including Happy 
from Despicable Me, which had the 
audience clapping in time. We hope 
Tagline had as much fun as we did! 
The guidance I’m sure will inspire us 
for future competitions...

BIOLOGY IN CUBA
At the beginning of the summer 
holiday, 18 students travelled to the 
‘Isle of Youth’ just off the coast of 
Cuba for two weeks.

The first week was spent in small 
groups learning to scuba dive. The 
open water dives consisted of learning 
skills such as sharing air and taking 
our masks off under water. We were 
also taught to understand how much 
nitrogen our bodies could cope 
with, and therefore how deep we 
could dive, and for how long. After 
four days of diving, the groups had 
completed their Open Water PADI 
divers’ course, enabling them to dive 
up to 18 metres.

The second week offered plenty of 
opportunity for hand-on experience 
with the marine life. We lived on the 
research boat, the Felipe Poey, and 
spent two days surveying manatees 
and learning about the ecology of the 
reef. We helped to catch and dissect 
lionfish, as well as attempting to tag 
sharks, and it was great to sleep under 
the stars.

We enjoyed the trip enormously and 
would highly recommend it to any 
aspiring marine biologists, or even 
those who want to explore a hidden 
gem in the Caribbean.

Hattie	Rawlings	and 
Duncan Whitmore, Upper Sixth

ORGANISTS IN THE ABBEY
On Tuesday 30 September, the day 
celebrated in the church as the feast 
of St Michael and All Angels, a group 
of our organ students headed up to 
the organ loft of Westminster Abbey, 
where the brilliant Sub-Organist 
Daniel Cook was playing one of 
Mr Cox’s organ pieces at the end 
of the service. The piece is meant 
to be played ‘with a relentless and 
terrifying energy’, and it sounded 
immense on the Abbey’s five 
manual organ. After the service all 
the students were allowed to be 
photographed at the Abbey console, 
an experience one of them likened 
to sitting in the pilot’s seat of an 
ecclesiastical jumbo jet.
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SIR MICHAEL DARRINGTON
Upper Sixth Former, Daniel Brooks, 
writes: On 22 September we had 
the pleasure of OL Sir Michael 
Darrington’s presence to give a 
wonderful talk on the nature of 
business and his experiences. His 
opinion that it is possible to run a 
successful business without being 
a merciless cut-throat was both 
intriguing and morally pleasing, and I 
am sure that everyone in the audience 
was transfixed by his never-ending 
stream of anecdotes. Although we 
were not in fact given the Greggs 
pasties Sir Michael talked about, we 
were treated to insights about gearing, 
greed and even Corbynomics. Overall 
it was an excellent and engaging 
lecture which will no doubt have 
given everyone present some relevant 
food for thought. 

RIVERS AND HISTORICAL 
CHANGE
Emeritus Professor of Geography and 
Pro Vice Chancellor of Aberystwyth 
University, and a leading world expert 
on rivers and their development 
gave a brilliant talk to the Sixth 
Form historians and geographers. 
He showed how the historical 
development of civilizations needed 
to be viewed with close reference to 
archaeological, documentary and 
geomorphological evidence for the 
changing nature of rivers, challenging 
our students to view their own work 
beyond the narrow prism of subject 
boundaries. Professor Lewin drew 
on a formidable range of evidence, 
from Pepys’ Diary to Constable’s The 
Prancing Horse, and the extensive 
question and answer session he 
encouraged marked out both the 
exceptional quality of his lecture and 
the impressively creative, enquiring 
minds of our Sixth Form.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
The term has seen the Sixth Form 
Photography course at Lancing 
transfer from an A Level to the 
Cambridge Pre-U qualification. 
In September the group visited 
four small but cerebral exhibitions 
in London including Sebastião 
Salgardo’s print sales exhibition at 
the Photographers Gallery and, at 
Tate Modern, the thought-provoking 
Photography in Arte Povera.

It was a very busy half day and 
the first opportunity the new 
photographers have had to grapple 
with conceptual photography.

BIATHLON
A select group took on the challenge 
of the Lancing College Biathlon on 21 
September. This, of course, is a swim 
followed by a run, but the rain this 
year meant that it was almost possible 
to swim the entire event! In the boys’ 
race, Jeff Lau won in a time of 16.41, 
with Noah Ridgway-Brown taking 
second, and Vince Chan third. Gibbs’ 
won the team prize. In the girls’ race 
there was a dead heat for first place 
between Florence Margaroli and Izzy 
Holt, both in a time of 18.00; Ella 
Madgwick was third, and the team 
prize went to Sankey’s.
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SMALL WONDER 
Lower Sixth Former, Calvin Cheng, 
writes: On 26 September a small 
group of English students embarked 
on a trip to the Small Wonder Short 
Story Festival held at Charleston 
Farmhouse, the historic former 
home of Vanessa Bell and Duncan 
Grant, which was frequented by 
notable intellectuals, artists and 
writers such as Maynard Keynes, 
Virginia Woolf and Clive Bell. The 
estate was charming with a stunning 
garden filled with flora and fauna; 
the artwork of its former inhabitants 
could be found everywhere - from the 
house to the garden. 

We attended a talk featuring past 
winners of the Caine Prize for African 
Writing, which was supported by 
the College. Ellah Allfrey, editor 
and Deputy Chair of the Council of 
the Caine Prize, interviewed Leila 
Aboulela and Henrietta Rose Innes, 
both of whom had been previous 
winners of the prize. They talked 
about their new books and shared 
their various experiences with writing 
within their homes in Sudan and 
South Africa. It was an enlightening 
experience and I would be very 
interested in visiting Charleston again.

KLACTOVEESEDSTEIN
As part of this year’s Curtain Raisers, performed early on in the Advent Term, 
Upper Sixth Former Tom Armstrong’s play Klactoveesedstein, which has won 
him the Donald Bancroft One Act Play Competition, was performed in the 
Theatre.

Tom writes: To put on a play in the first three weeks of term was a difficult 
task, especially as a cast member dropped out, so I stepped up to the plate to act 
as well as direct. Lines had to be learnt as soon as possible.

However, it was a great experience and I was lucky enough to have a great 
cast who understood the piece and interpreted it well. It was really fulfilling to 
see my peers enjoy a piece I had written, so much. Being in the director’s seat 
makes you look at a play completely differently, and you start to realise there 
are many aspects other than acting that go in to making a successful production. 
I felt very privileged to have such a great group of friends to help me put on 
this play and I can’t thank them enough, as well as Mr Smith, Mr Richardson, 
Mr Chandler and Mrs Charteris for their help throughout.

Tom (centre, right) is pictured below with his cast, and Donald Bancroft’s 
daughters Sally Korda and Ros Rees.

Head of Drama, Mr Matt Smith, was so impressed with the entries for this 
year’s Bancroft competition that, unusually, he has awarded the prize jointly. 
The two winning plays, being so utterly different, will certainly complement 
each other, and a theatrical treat of an evening is in store. Congratulations to 
Cullum Ball for Are You Going To Cry, Simone? and to Charlie Cooper for Table 
For Thirteen.

EUROPEAN DAY OF 
LANGUAGES
As an initiative of the Council 
of Europe, the European Day of 
Languages has been celebrated 
every year since 2001. At Lancing, 
we marked the day with games and 
activities in Great School, relating 
to the many languages spoken here, 
both European and beyond.

CHOIR SINGS AT CATHEDRAL
On 3 October, after a busy College 
Open Morning, the choir travelled 
to Chichester Cathedral to sing at 
the Service of Thanksgiving and 

Rededication for Family Support 
Work. This local charity which 
works with, and provides respite for, 
vulnerable families is celebrating 125 
years of service in Sussex.



The Quad ∙ Advent 2015 11

This term has seen the launch of 
another special opportunity for 
Lancing pupils with musical and 
singing talent: the Lancing College 
Opera Project. There have been two 
workshops with vocal and opera 
studies teachers John Hancorn, 
Yvonne Patrick and Simon Lane and 
they have introduced twelve pupils to 
The Magic Flute, Dido and Aeneas and 
The Gondoliers.

The second workshop was an open 
rehearsal in the newly appointed 
Bedford Studios, named after two 
distinguished alumni of Lancing 
College, Steuart Bedford, conductor 
and pianist, and his brother, the late 
composer, David Bedford. 

Upper Sixth Former Beth 
Richardson writes: The Lancing 
Opera Project had its debut 
programme this term. A group of 
young singers, invited from across all 
year groups, and of varying ability, 
joined together in preparation for 
an opera workshop. We had two 
large sessions of singing, as well as 
individual practices, to put together 
extracts from Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
The Gondoliers, Purcell’s Dido and 
Aeneas and Mozart’s The Magic Flute. 
The group was led and supported 
by Ms Patrick, Mr Hancorn, Mr 
Langworthy and Dr Morgan-
Williams; with Mr Lane kindly 
accompanying and Mr Richardson 
giving dramatic advice. The whole 
group thoroughly enjoyed it and 
even gave a further performance in a 
Lunchtime Concert (pictured above).

“I imagine a future of emerging young singers recalling their first opportunities 
to sing opera as part of the Lancing College Opera Project. There really aren’t 
many schools where such a development could happen.”

Dr Ian Morgan-Williams, Director of Music

“This project has introduced me to a genre of music I 
have never previously experienced.” Matt Bonini

“It’s been enlightening.” James Edgeler

COMPOSING & CONDUCTING
The art of composing music is alive 
and well at Lancing. At the end of the 
summer, Music Scholar James Chan 
heard that his composition Nocturnal 
Machines (for piccolo, clarinet, 
trumpet, snare drum, vibraphone, 
marimba, piano and cello) had been 
highly commended by the reading 
panel for the BBC Proms Inspire 
Young Composers competition. 
On 16 November he presented at 
Lancing’s classical music listening 
society, ‘An Audience with…’, at 
which he spoke about the process of 
composing and illustrated this with 
some of his own music.

Our two Directors of Music have 
also been in the limelight recently: 
in July, the opening piece of the 
Choral Evensong at the Three Choirs 
Festival, broadcast live on BBC 
Radio 3, was a short introit by Neil 
Cox, Keep me as the apple of an eye, 
sung by the combined choirs of 
the three cathedrals at Hereford, 
Gloucester and Worcester; Party 
Pieces by Ian Morgan-Williams was 
performed by Joseph Shiner at St 
John’s Smith Square as part of their 
Thursday Lunchtime Concert series in 
November.

This term, the Music School has also 
launched a Conducting Class, an 
exciting new venture for selected 
pupil musicians.

Music Scholars Rosanna Wicks, 
James Chan and Zac Hayward, and 
Organ Scholar Jack Redman, will be 
under the tutelage of Steve Dummer, 
who teaches clarinet and jazz piano 
at Lancing, as well as being Music 
Director for the renowned Lancing 
College Concert Band.

Steve Dummer is a superb all 
round musician, who trained firstly 
as a clarinettist under the great Jack 
Brymer at the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama. He is conductor of 
Horsham Symphony Orchestra and 
Worthing Philharmonic Orchestra, 
is also director of ‘Talkestra’, where 
music is played, talked about and 
taken apart, to show how it works. 

He promises to give his Lancing 
conducting pupils an exciting time.

In support of our music students’ 
studies there were concert trips this 
term to see the American Jazz/Funk 
band Snarky Puppy in Brighton, and 
to watch Polish composer Krzysztof 
Penderecki conduct his own work 
with the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall.
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CHECK MATES
This term has seen the revival of Lancing’s Chess Club, as described here by 
Oleg Sergienko: Chess is deservedly called the most intelligent game in the 
world. Just the first four moves have around 400 variations. In our Chess Club, 
we enjoy chess in many different ways: learning tactics; the history of the game; 
and just playing for fun. Chess Club is a good way to spend time, and whether 
you come just the once or you want to become a regular member, everyone is 
welcome. I would encourage pupils to give it a go. It can change the way you 
think and develop your mind. Chess is also known for its social side and there 
is plenty of opportunity to discuss the game.

The Chess Club has already had notable success in its first tournament: Sam 
Banfield, Ice Magrin, Philip Hartfield, Alex Littlehales, Dante Phillips and Oleg 
Sergienko recently participated in the Sussex Closed Under 18 Championship 
in Hassocks, where they competed in six intense rounds of chess. The team 
did particularly well against seeded players, three of whom play regularly for 
England. The competition was tough yet Oleg’s impressive three and a half 
points saw him finish in sixth position overall and, as top girl, Third Former Ice 
won a financial prize for her victories in the competition. The Lancing players 
were commended for their achievements and came away with medals and the 
U18 Sussex Schools’ team trophy.

MATHS CHALLENGES
Over 100 pupils took the Senior 
Mathematics Challenge on 5 November,
with encouraging results. Thirty four 
pupils received a Bronze certificate, 
17 silver and 19 achieved Gold – the 
highest number of Gold certificates 
for a number of years. Of these, a 
record 13 pupils qualified for the 
follow-on round.

Kevin Zhang, James Chan, Henry 
Steele and Nathan Wu represented 
the school in the Regional heat of the 
Senior Mathematics Team Challenge 
held at Lancing on 12 November 
(pictured below). Nineteen teams 
from Sussex and beyond battled it out 
for nearly three hours to produce a 
very close result. Our pupils prepared 
well and got almost everything right 
in the first two rounds, but they were 
pipped at the finish in the final round, 
with a top team from Tonbridge 
winning the event.

EVENTS FOR PREP 
SCHOOLS
This term has been a busy one for 
prep school events, kicking off 
on 14 September with 23 teams 
attending the U11 Six-a-side 
Football Tournament, at which 
Parkside won the cup and Hilden 
Grange won the shield. On 22 
September, a group of pupils 
from Lancing Prep Worthing 
drew inspiration from the Chapel 
interior when they spent the 
afternoon sketching with College 
art teacher, Ms Karen Lindfield. 
The Music Department hosted the 
annual Windband Festival on 1 
October, followed by String Day 
one week later, with both of these 
workshop days culminating in 
group performances for parents. 
Between the two musical events, 
the College’s Director of Hockey, 
Joe Naughalty, ran a mixed 
masterclass. On 5 November, a 
strong team from St Andrew’s, 
Eastbourne took home the trophy 
for the popular Inter-School 
Geography Quiz Challenge. 
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SPORTS SCIENCE
The new academic year got off to 
a flying start for the Sport and PE 
Department with Mr Mole and Mr 
Naughalty leading a visit to the 
Sports Science Faculty at Portsmouth 
University. A mixed group of 
students from the IGCSE, BTEC and 
A Level courses participated in blood 
lactate and O2 analysis (thank you 
Flo Margaroli for being our guinea 
pig!) as well as a sports psychology 
workshop.

They also enjoyed a tour of the 
cutting edge facilities which are 
currently being engaged by a 
number of high profile organisations, 
including world class athletes and the 
military. An action packed visit with 
tight links to syllabus-related material 
was enjoyed by all.

CCF OVERNIGHTER
Sophie	Cleeve,	Fifth	Form,	writes: For 24 hours, from 
midday to midday on 11 and 12 November, the Royal 
Lancing CCF Volunteers went on a high profile mission to 
gain a foothold in Pippingford Park, in order to neutralise 
the enemy forces, the Shamulians, led by rebel General 
Gerwood. After gathering extensive intel a successful night 
ambush was achieved, and with the help of aggressive 
harbour drills, section attacks and team cooperation, the
Royal Lancing Volunteers defeated the enemy and 
stabilised the area.

THAT’S DEBATABLE
“I’d like to introduce the first speaker 
for the Proposition. Your time starts 
now.” 

Rarely has the Sanderson Room 
been so silent, the debaters about 
to begin their arguments, the 
audience waiting in focused, happy 
anticipation as the contest begins. The 
Lancing College Debating Society has 
begun the term with real enthusiasm, 
featuring seasoned debaters who 
made their mark last year as well as 
some promising newcomers. It is no 
surprise that the Debating Society 
attracts such talent as it provides an 

opportunity for students to challenge 
what they know, develop their 
public speaking skills and have fun 
in the cut and thrust of argument. 
All our debaters have brought, 
energy humour and focus to topics 
as varied as human cloning (our first 
ever draw), the media’s influence on 
politics, the recent migrant crisis and 
Britain’s presence in the European 
Union. We are very lucky to have 
a sparky, involved audience to 
challenge the debaters and add some 
frisson to the proceedings. 

As we go to press, the Debating 
Society is preparing for the first 

round of the English Speaking Union 
Schools’ Mace competition and next 
term will feature a House Debating 
Contest that promises to be gloriously 
ruthless. Debates normally take place 
in the Sanderson Room on a Thursday 
evening and all years are most 
welcome.   Mrs Liz Keane

Upper Sixth Formers, Lauren 
Gardner	and	Joe	Banfield,	write: 
Debating at Lancing has surged into 
the spotlight of College life this term, 
with debates drawing increasingly 
sizeable and impassioned audiences. 
The Debating Society, too, has 
grown in membership, with more 
and more students captivated by 
the opportunity to vocalise their 
views on matters personal to them, 
be it the European refugee crisis, 
or the morality of human cloning. 
There is more to debating at Lancing 
than weekly matches, though. We 
will be running an inter-House 
competition next term, and coupled 
with events involving other schools, 
particularly the ESU Mace, this 
provides invaluable experience for the 
aspirational and motivated students 
of which our Debating Society consists.
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IAPS PREP SCHOOL SCIENCE 
TEACHERS’ CPD DAY
A summary by Dr Giles Preston, 
Head of Science:

Just before half term the Science 
Department hosted a meeting of prep 
school Heads of Department and 
teachers, to take part in the annual 
IAPS Prep School Science Teachers’ 
CPD day. Representatives from 20 
different prep schools attended, 
from as far afield as Salisbury, 
Rickmansworth and Chepstow! In 
the morning attendees scrutinised 
the ISEB Common Entrance and 
Scholarship papers to discuss 
question style and content. We were 
lucky to be joined by Sue Hunter, 
the Science coordinator at IAPS and 
a member of the Common Entrance 
13+ exam team to whom we could 
provide immediate feedback. We also 
heard about how some prep schools 
run Science outreach for local primary 
schools, to provide some Science fun 
as well as much needed technical 
know-how in the laboratory.

After lunch, teachers witnessed 
an exploding pumpkin, turned 
pennies into silver and gold coins, 
observed a glass flask turn silver 
and saw a plastic bottle shoot across 
the room. They were also given 
plenty of practical ideas by fellow 
teachers sharing exciting lesson 
resources, and a representative 
from the Royal Society of Chemistry 
demonstrated some of their best free 
online resources. Dr Carole Cooper 
of Lancing Prep at Hove said: “The 
day gave us all plenty of ideas and 
inspiration to take back to our schools. 
Our thanks to Lancing College’s 
Science team for hosting what was 
described by one teacher as the best 
Science CPD all year.”

ART AND ARCHITECTURE
Following the Advent Term Careers 
Convention the London-based 
architect Ben Hayes stayed for lunch 
with Lancing’s Fifth and Sixth Form 
aspiring architects. During the 
afternoon he ran a workshop with 
them, asking for a rapid response to 
a design brief, and demonstrating the 
kind of quick thinking and invention 
needed in his profession.

Those interested in a career in the 
art world listened to a talk given 
by Alexandra Reid from Christie’s 
Auction House. She spoke about 
the art market and the types of jobs 
and roles within an organisation like 
Christie’s, giving the students a wider 
understanding of the opportunities 
available to them.

GOT THE GUTS?
At the request of one of the parents 
at Lancing Prep Hove, the Biology 
Department donated an ‘experience’ 
to the silent auction at the school’s 
summer fête. Not for the faint 
hearted, the ‘win a morning for four 
to dissect a rat’ prize went down very 
well, as can be seen here!

ELEVATE EDUCATION 
Head of Learning Support, Judy 
Scullion, writes: Elevate Education’s 
quest over the past 14 years has been 
to help students unlock the secret to 
the final years of school. 

Two Elevate Education seminars 
were held at Lancing on 13 October; 
Study Sensei for the Fifth Form and 
Time Management for the Lower 
Sixth. The presenter delivered each 
seminar in a humorous and easily 
accessible way to the highest number 
of attendees that we have ever had at 
these events.

The purpose of the Elevate seminars 
is to show students the techniques 
and strategies that top performing 
students have developed to aid 
them in their mission to achieve the 
best results possible. Our students 
discovered new and exciting ways 
to study during these presentations 
and we believe that all student can 
improve their performance by tapping 
into, replicating and using the study 
skills and techniques demonstrated.

Our students were overwhelmingly 
positive about these presentations and 
said:

“The most useful lecture I’ve 
attended so far.”

“Very good talk: useful; helped a 
lot.”

“It was amazing, funny and most of 
all, interesting.”

Further seminars are planned for 
next term, in time to provide that 
extra boost before the exam season 
starts and we trust that students will 
continue to benefit from these for 
years to come.

OUTREACH AWARD 
WINNERS
The Outreach Awards for service to 
the community continue to develop 
and Outreach, as a Wednesday 
afternoon activity, is increasingly 
popular. This term, the following 
pupils have received Outreach Bronze 
Awards for their work with Hillside 
School for children with special 
educational needs: Carmen Addis, 
Melanie He, Katy Reed and Vira and 
Luba Veseluka. This is in recognition 
of 30 sessions or approximately 
45 hours of community service. A 
Silver Outreach Award (equivalent 
to an additional 30 sessions) has 
been awarded to Ali Al-Khayat. 
Congratulations to all of them for 
their commitment.
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STUDENTS RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS ENGINEERING 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Lancing students Diana Mykhaylychenko and Stepan Alexandrov were 
awarded a prestigious Arkwright Engineering Scholarship recently at a 
ceremony in London supported by the Institution of Engineering & Technology 
and the engineering company BAE Systems. Diana was presented with 
her Scholarship by Eric Morgan, Trustee of the Reece Foundation (pictured 
below) and met the organisation that is sponsoring her Scholarship. Stepan 
was presented with his scholarship by Tricia York representing the Arkwright 
scholarship trust on behalf of Stepan’s sponsor company, the Nuclear Institute.

The Arkwright Engineering Scholarships support young people from across 
the UK who have the potential to be industry’s future leaders in engineering 
and technical design. During their Sixth Form studies, scholars receive £600 
to support their technical courses and have access to a range of exciting 
opportunities to learn more about engineering, such as mentoring and company 
visits. The scholars’ schools also receive £400 per scholar.

Scholars are selected following a rigorous selection process comprising a 
detailed application form, a two-hour aptitude exam and an interview hosted at 
a top engineering university. 

The Chief Executive of the Arkwright Scholarships Trust, Dr Martin Thomas, 
commented: “This year’s assessment process was extremely tough. Any 
secondary school can become affiliated to enter students, and this year we had 
1371 applicants competing for just 371 scholarships. Diana and Stepan along 
with all of our new scholars have absolutely phenomenal potential for future 
careers in the engineering profession. Congratulations to Diana and Stepan!”

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
There were a number of events held 
in the College to mark Anti-Bullying 
Week this term, including a coffee 
morning and a ‘green’ disco. Every 
year, the College trains a number 
of Sixth Formers to act as Peer 
Supporters (pictured left, wearing 
their Anti-Bullying t-shirts) and their 
commitment is vital to the smooth 
running of the week’s events.

Pastoral care is taken very seriously 
at Lancing; Housemasters and 
Housemistresses, House matrons and 
tutors, Health Centre staff, school 
doctors, a professional counsellor and 
of course the Chaplain, all provide 
pupil support, ensuring that there is 
always somebody to turn to.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY
National Poetry Day, 8 October, is a 
nationwide celebration of poetry and 
this year Dominic Harman, Head of 
English, invited all members of the 
College to participate in a poetry 
competition. The chosen theme was 
‘light’ and there were prizes offered 
for the best original poems.
Señor Davies submitted a song in 
Spanish, Miss Gent’s Fourth Form 
composed some poems in French 
inspired by the autumn light, and 
there were highly commended entries 
from Grigory Vilinov, Erin Whittaker, 
Saskia Wakefield and John Leung.

The winning entry was Into Light 
by James Chan, Upper Sixth:

Step into the light he said,
  And so I did,
Into the piercing brightness.
  Then there was nothing;
Cold and silent - 
  Darkness.
So I turned back,
  As if to catch a glimpse
Of what might have been left;
  Fragments of sunbeams,
Or so it seemed.
  And I saw, cut from the light,
A hollow silhouette,
  A shadow 
Cast against the surging 
brightness.
  Then it was a single step…
As Orpheus turned,
  He stared into the heart of 
Hades…
Now the light,
  All embracing.
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ON SONG
Congratulations to James Edgeler who has recently been 
offered the choral scholarship at Gloucester Cathedral 
which he will take up after his A Levels. He writes here 
about the vocal masterclass given by Elizabeth Watts which 
took place at the College in November:

The Music Department was treated when renowned 
operatic soprano Elizabeth Watts came to Lancing to give 
a long overdue vocal masterclass and recital. Whilst the 
standard of singing at the school is very high the five 
singers who participated in the masterclass were given 
what amounted to possibly ten incredibly productive 
singing lessons in the space of 30 minutes. Even though 
Miss Watts imparted just a small amount of her vocal 
knowledge and experience we found it incredibly 
beneficial and it made an immediate and noticeable 
improvement to some already very accomplished young 
singers. Her evening’s recital was an inspirational end 
to a very insightful day, demonstrating the difference 
that the techniques she had shown in the masterclass 
could improve a performance and capture an audience’s 
attention as she did.

MUSIC MAESTRO
Organ Scholar, Jack Redman, has 
given two solo performances this 
term. On 8 November, Remembrance 
Sunday, he took part in a Classical 
Coffee Morning at the Royal Albert 
Hall. As one of three pianists who are 
all studying in the Junior Department 
at the Royal College of Music, Jack 
played music by Messiaen and Ligeti. 

Back at home, on 18 November he 
gave an organ recital in the Chapel in 
support of the College’s aid projects in 
Malawi. 

In the summer holidays Jack was 
invited to compete in the Northern 
Ireland International Organ 
Competition in Armagh Cathedral. 
He was shortlisted as a finalist and 
performed a 15 minute programme of 
music in front of three international 
judges, and then took part in a series 
of masterclasses with the other 
competitors. Jack was the youngest 
competitor there, the others coming 
from Ireland, Denmark, France and 
the UK.

RETURN OF THE BRASSTARDS
We were delighted to welcome back London’s top tweed-clad Drum’n’Brass 
collective, Old Dirty Brasstards this term, to host masterclass sessions and 
give a concert in the Theatre, which had been transformed into a cabaret club - 
complete with bar hosted by the St Nicolas Association - for the evening. Once 
again, the ODBs welcomed our students on stage to join them for the entire 
second set of the show.

Twenty of our brass and percussion musicians from all year groups enjoyed 
the lively rehearsals during the afternoon, and were clearly having great fun at 
the evening’s performance, playing an eclectic mix of pop and soul, alongside 
some of London’s finest freelance musicians who, last summer, entertained 
thousands at Glastonbury!
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POETRY BY HEART
Dominic Harman, Head of English 
writes: An enthusiastic, discerning 
group of pupils and parents gathered 
together for the school final of Poetry 
By Heart on 18 November. For the 
second year running, over a period 
of three weeks, more than 400 pupils 
participated in the competition. They 
were whittled down to nine of the 
best, reciting their chosen poems 
which ranged from an extract from 
Paradise Lost to Mametz Wood by Owen 
Sheers.

In an evening chock-full of 
wonderful moments, particular 

highlights included Madeline Willis’s 
lyrical recitation of Wordworth’s The 
Solitary Reaper (a poem her four year 
old brother has apparently taken 
to reciting on car journeys!); Kian 
Sobhanpanah’s wistfully moving 
performance of Cavafy’s The God 
Abandons Antony; two contrasting, 
but equally excellent readings of 
Paul Dunbar’s Invitation to Love; and 
Archie Deme’s intelligent, insightful 
rendition of Dover Beach. When the 
last iamb had echoed around the 
theatre, and the audience’s rapturous 
applause died down, it only (only!) 
remained for the assembled sages 

TEXTILES WORKSHOP WITH 
CAS HOLMES
Lara Wheeler, Upper Sixth writes: On 
25 November we had the opportunity 
to meet Cas Holmes, a textiles artist 
who we have been studying in Art. 
We spent the day learning new 
techniques and how to link them 
to our project, abstract landscape. 
I learnt the history of washi-gami, 
Japanese handmade paper, and made 
a version of it. We combined paper, 
paint and cloth to create abstract 
landscape pieces using a range of 
techniques, from hand stitch, to free 
machine embroidery, made pleats in 
the paper, used resist wax crayons 
and more! We combined and layered 
everything with wallpaper paste, 

a material we had never used before 
which was fun.  We discussed the 
pieces she had brought in and this 
certainly helped us understand why 
she makes what she does and how she 
gathers her inspiration.  

Natalie Wong, Upper Sixth adds: 
As an extension of our Wednesday 
Textile Art lessons, we were honoured 
to have Cas Holmes, an international 
and experienced textile artist, as our 
guest, to show students who enjoy 
mixed media and textile work the full 
potential of textile art.

Seeing her artwork in the flesh 
is an eye opening and educational 
experience - details, that could 
potentially be overlooked when 
looking at her work in two-

dimensional sources, have enriched 
our experience with her pieces. It is 
particularly interesting to see how she 
comes up with ideas that enable her 
to travel with her work and yet infuse 
her ideas in her artwork. For instance, 
she is able to compact a metre long 
work into a 30x10cm leaflet by folding 
the fabric and creating ridges by 
clever stitching so it could be easily 
folded and expanded into its original 
form at the same time. We were 
also shown different techniques to 
approach textile art, such as utilising 
wallpaper glue as to pin fabrics and 
materials down before using a sewing 
machine on it and many more new 
styles when it comes to enhancing the 
appearance and texture of our work.

of the Lancing College English 
Department to choose this year’s 
champion. If anything, this year’s 
competition was even closer than 
last year’s but, after a few minutes 
of passionate, off-stage, debate, 
the judges came to the unanimous 
decision that second place should be 
awarded to Jana Muzanowska with 
Natalia Dunaeva being crowned 
this year’s Lancing Poetry By Heart 
Champion.

Natalia will now take part in the 
county final, which takes place after 
Christmas.
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MODERN BIATHLON
On 29 November Florence Margaroli 
travelled the 300 mile round trip to 
Solihull to compete in the U19 British 
Modern Biathlon Championships. 
There was a strong field of National 
competitors and she was up against 
qualifiers for the European Triathlon 
Championships in Turkey. Flo 
improved six seconds on her swim 
time and seven seconds on her run 
(despite ridiculous winds!) compared 
with her performance at the last 
championships in March, and finished 
in an impressive ninth place overall, 
in a field of 18 young ladies. Many 
congratulations to Flo and a big thank 
you to her parents for their fantastic 
support! 

SERVING UP SUCCESS
Jasmine Hutton’s squash success 
continues to impress, and she is 
currently ranked number two in 
England and in the top seven in 
Europe at U17 level. In the summer 
holidays she won the Dutch Junior 
Open, which is one of the biggest 
junior tournaments in the world, 
and came third in the British 
championships, just losing out in the 
semis 3/2 11/9 in the fifth set; she is 
the current U19 County Champion, 
the Devon and Exeter champion, and 
has also been listed onto Winchester’s 
PSL team for this season.

At the end of October, Jasmine 
finished third in the Technifibre 
British Junior Squash Championships 
in the U17 age group, losing to the 
eventual winner in a narrow semi-
final but beating her Yorkshire 
opponent 3-1 to take bronze.

FOOTBALL AND HOCKEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS
We congratulate 1st XI Football 
captain Will Johnson on the success 
that he has had with Worthing FC. 
At the time of writing he is a member 
of the team that has made history 
in reaching the third round of the 
FA Youth Cup. Worthing is the only 
non-league side that is still in the 
competition and preparing to face 
big-hitters Middlesbrough FC at 
Woodside Road in December.

Congratulations also go to Ollie 
John who has been selected for 
Sussex Hockey training at JRPC 
(Junior Regional Performance Centre) 
level. This is just reward for one of 
the College’s most up and coming 
players.

TOUCHÉ
Lower Sixth Former Nik Mok has 
recently won the Sussex County 
Under 16 Fencing Championships. He 
went through the entire competition 
losing only one fight. In the Direct 
Eliminations Nik won all his fights 
and successfully beating the opponent 
to whom he had previously lost. 
Fourth Former, Dimitry Tkachev won 
Silver in the County Team U14 event 
and has qualified for the South East of 
England Team Championships next 
term.

HAI KARATE
On 28 November, six of Lancing’s 
martial artists travelled to 
Guildford to take on three rival 
schools: Roedean, Winchester and 
Charterhouse.

After some excellent displays 
of skill from all teams, Diana 
Mykhaylychenko, Edward Farr and 
Tae-Wan Kim were among the medal 
winners. Five golds, two silvers 
and four bronze brought the total 
medal count to an impressive eleven. 
Lancing came a close second with 
Roedean snatching the top spot by 
only two points.

Advent Sporting Greats
GIRLS’ JUNIOR HOUSE 
HOCKEY
Junior House Hockey was an 
excellent showcase for the amount 
our junior players have improved 
over the term. All three Houses put 
two teams out and played in a round 
robin tournament with both teams 
contributing to each House’s final 
points tally.

Sankey’s were the runaway winners 
with a fantastic tally of 19 points from 
a possible 24. The battle for second 
place was tight, and with the last 
couple of results coming in, Manor 
just pipped Field’s to the runners up 
spot by one point.
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In his work directing the Magna Carta 
Project he has been central to this 
year’s groundbreaking investigation 
of the Charter to mark its 800th 
anniversary, from the extraordinary 
Magna Carta Exhibition at the British 
Library to his own recently published 
Magna Carta for Penguin Classics. 
He argued with spellbinding wit 
for the ongoing legal influence of 
Magna Carta in its assertion that the 
ruler should be subject to the law. He 
convincingly argued that it cannot 
just be seen as a selfish document, 
that it is more than simply the 
product of a baronial elite protecting 
their own interests. He also drew out 
the significance of his own recent 
discovery of the Canterbury Magna 

Carta for clarifying our understanding 
of the way in which the Charter 
was distributed and publicised. His 
talk prompted lively and extended 
discussion, and Professor Carpenter 
generously stayed on long afterwards 
talking and answering questions. 
Just before he left, he not only 
complimented the Lancing students 
on the quality of their questioning, he 
also suggested that if Henry III could 
have built an ideal palace it would 
have looked like Lancing itself! The 
evening could not have been better, 
and Professor Carpenter has kindly 
offered to return soon to speak on 
Henry III whose biography he is now 
writing.
Dr Damian Kerney

On the evening of 17 November Professor David 
Carpenter spoke to a large audience of Lancing 
scholars, historians and students of politics on his 
recent landmark research on Magna Carta.

Magna Carta
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Dr Tom Shakespeare
a senior lecturer in medical sociology 
at UEA and a major figure in the 
disability rights campaign, spoke to a 
substantial audience in the Sanderson 
Room on Wednesday 25 October. He 
gave a clear and engaging account of 
the struggle for rights for the disabled 
over the last 40 years which has been 
based around the basic humanity 
shared by disabled and non-disabled 
people alike. He pointed out that 
legislatively much ground had been 
gained and that attitudes had shifted 
considerably making the idea of 
discrimination against the disabled 
relatively rare; whilst hoping that 
the present round of public service 
cuts would not roll back these gains. 
He spoke with humour of his own 
experience as an achondroplasic and 
concluded by reference to the Old 
Testament prophets in their linked 
demand for both justice and mercy in 
our attitudes to fellow humans of any 
description. This was an excellent talk, 
gently and informatively opening 
up areas of human ‘ways of being’ 
outside the experience of many in the 
room.   Mr Phil Richardson 

Head Master’s
Lectures
Two guest speakers share a common message: overcoming adversity
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Shirin Gerami OL
who made history as Iran’s first 
female triathlete to have taken part 
in the sport’s World Championship 
in 2013, gave an inspirational Head 
Master’s Lecture entitled ‘Breaking 
Barriers’, on 3 November.

Shirin studied at Lancing for her 
A Levels from 2005-2007 and this is 
where she caught the cross-country 
bug. Born and educated in Iran, she 
has also lived in the US and in Dubai, 
and has walked and cycled across 
much of Europe and further afield; 
she spent her gap year travelling 
to the Antarctic, to Cambodia and 
working on the Iran/Iraq border.

After university in Durham, where 
she read PPE, Shirin worked in 

A FORMER HOUSEMISTRESS 
REMEMBERS...

Shirin burst onto the Field’s scene 
in 2005 as an incoming member of 
the Lower Sixth. I don’t think Lancing 
really knew what hit it! Her brother 
had also been in the UK for his 
Sixth Form education; she had been 
through a chequered series of schools 
(a dozen or so) in the preceding ten 
years in the USA and Iran and she 
arrived hungry for learning; bursting 
with enthusiasm and brio and with a 
complete refusal ever to acknowledge 
any sort of limitation in any direction. 
A huge grin; a ‘good morning’ that I 
missed hearing for years after she left; 
a zest for life and a huge and inclusive 
capacity for happiness, she drew staff 
and fellow pupils alike into her force 
field of delight.

London, initially as a bicycle rickshaw 
driver and then with NGOs in 
international development, and she 
began to train seriously for triathlons.

When Shirin took part in the 
2013 London triathlon, she set a 
precedent for Iranian women who 
were, until then, denied permission 
to race in triathlons abroad or 
swim in international events. Iran’s 
president, Hassan Rouhani, tweeted: 
“Shirin Gerami, 1st female triathlete 
to have participated in world 
championship wearing Iran’s colours 
#GenderEquality”.

Shirin very much believes that 
“what people dismiss as impossible is 
actually possible, and this universal 
rule applies to all countries, to all 

people”. She continues to race and 
train and is a frequent public speaker, 
delivering talks and working towards 
her aim of finding further ways 
of making sport accessible to all, 
regardless of gender or background.

We were delighted that Shirin found 
time in her hectic schedule to return 
to Lancing. She spoke with passion 
about achieving things beyond 
one’s reach and answered a range of 
questions from the pupils and parents 
in the audience. She was of particular 
inspiration to the girls, demonstrating 
that an independence of spirit and 
determination can lead to ground 
breaking success in any field.

She made Lancing completely her 
home in the two years here – and I 
think we adapted to her rather than 
she to us. She was, for a period, a 
sacristan within the Chapel (and allied 
this to her Islamic roots); she read, 
thought, argued widely; she changed 
A Level tack on several occasions, was 
independent and gregarious; she had 
great physical courage and this was 
fuelled by her driving determination 
to do the difficult thing – but never 
penitential! With real kindness to 
others, humour was a reflex and her 
capacity to laugh at herself in very 
testing circumstances is one of her 
great gifts. Shirin never showed fear 
or animosity: if people didn’t respond 
well to her she felt she should change 
her approach not censure theirs. Her 
refusal to acknowledge/be limited by 

any barrier might seem transgressive 
(why wish to join the swim team 
when you can’t swim; to do triathlons 
when you can’t ride a bike; to walk 
across Iran as a young woman; to 
travel to Antarctica when you love 
the heat… or to find a way for women 
to compete in sports when culture, 
tradition and dress code is so stacked 
against them as they were for her 
in her attempt to represent Iran as a 
triathlete?) but what drives her has 
always seemed to be joy and hope, 
not defiance. 

Her Head Master’s Lecture was 
quintessential Shirin. It was good to 
see her back here but also to know 
that she is acting on a much larger 
stage, and to note the inspiration that 
current pupils gained from her in that 
brief encounter.   Mrs Hilary Dugdale
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The first day was one of the best 
and weirdest experiences of my whole 
life. Walking into a room filled with 
all the people you’re going to be living 
with for the next two years can seem a 
bit daunting but you soon realise that 
everyone else is feeling exactly the 
same way. Three weeks in, and I feel 
like I’ve lived with them forever; they 
honestly feel like my sisters. Being in 
Handford also meant that everyone 
else in my House was new too, and, 
apart from getting endlessly lost 
around the school for a bit, meant that 
we all could get to know each 
other without 

the 
pressure of trying to 

fit in to already formed friendship 
groups. That said, learning different 
subjects to the other people in your 
House is also really helpful, because 
it gives you the chance to get to know 
loads of different people from all over 
the school really quickly.

When you’re in the Sixth Form, 
lessons can be hard work, I’m not 
going to lie there. But then again, 
having the choice of your favourite 
subjects means that they’ve never 
been more interesting. There are so 
many different trips and activities for 
us to all get involved in here as well. 
Recently I had the chance to go on a 
Biology trip to Reading University 
for taster sessions in food science 
and pharmacy and a chat with 
professionals 

from a variety 
of different science-based 

careers; we were even able to watch 
a live chemistry show. It gave us 
all a chance to discover some of the 
potential careers that were out there 
for us, and was a really interesting 
day out. And there are so many more 
different types of activities like the 
Outreach programme, Combined 
Cadet Force, and even problem 

solving. It feels like there really is 
something for everyone.

We obviously all come to school 
to learn, but for teenagers like 
ourselves, there is definitely a large 
social element to the school day. As 
I’ve never been ‘the new kid’ before 
I thought the first few weeks were 
going to be really awkward, but not 
once have I felt out of 
place 

here. The 
first week was filled with 

so many different activities, from 
sports to team building events, to 
the school disco, and it really helped 
us to get to know everyone around 
Lancing.

Father Richard always talks about 
the school being one big community, 
and as a new Lower Sixth Former, I 
feel like everyone has helped me to 
become part of that community.

Before I came to Lancing I honestly had no idea 
what to expect. I had never been to boarding school 
before, never lived away from home, and was 
definitely never this busy! Lancing life is absolutely 
crazy, but the good kind of crazy. The kind of crazy 
that means you are always trying new things, and 
that you’re always meeting new people, and always 
learning something new about yourself. I never truly 
appreciated just how many amazing things I could 
squeeze into every single day. 

Life as a new Lower Sixth Former

Maddy	Padgett



At the beginning of term, we had a 
service to remember the remarkable 
young man Arthur Cave who was 
very much a part of our community 
in the prep school in Hove and in 
the Third Form here and who died 
tragically young at the age of 15 in 
July, after one academic year at Bede’s 
School. Mr Laurent and Mr Chappell 
spoke movingly of his life, we prayed 
for him, his family and his friends and 
we listened to music chosen by his 
friends and which we thought Arthur 
would have appreciated

On 19 and 20 September the Chapel 
hosted a challenging ‘hymnathon’ 
for the Friends of Sussex Hospices 
– challenging in the sheer number 
of hours involved and the logistics 
of getting so many different groups 
organised and in Chapel - and out 
again! It was a good experience for all 
who took part and much money was 
raised for a good cause.

On Remembrance Sunday, we 
reflected on war and commitment to 
peace and loss and love, using the 
memory and sometimes the words 
(thanks to the Archivist here) of three 
OLs who died in the Great War: 
Gerald Harvey (on the very day of 
the hundredth anniversary of his 

death) Thomas Loder Symonds and 
Montague Peyton. 

On 20 November the Chapel and 
school hosted a memorial service 
for those who died in the Shoreham 
Airshow crash of 22 August, to 
remember them and to give honour, 
respect and thanks to those who 
helped in that terrible tragedy, which 
will be with our community for some 
time. The choir sang, 11 candles 
were lit by family members for the 
11 victims after a minute’s silence, 
the leaders of the emergency services 
spoke, scripture and poetry were read 
and reflected on, and the Bishop of 
Chichester gave a moving address. 
Just before the beginning of term, 
your Chaplain had led a short service 
of reflection for all those members 
of staff who were caught up in this 
awful event.

On 5 September Mr Andrew 
Chappell married Miss Jess Sommers 
in Chapel. They had to delay their 
honeymoon until Half Term!

Death, loss, life, love and new life 
and our desire to help others. All in 
Chapel and all in this term.

 
Fr Richard

All places of worship have to be able to contain many 
different emotions, and by the grace of God they do. 
Here at Lancing we are also helped by the faith and 
vision of those who built and maintain our glorious 
Chapel and those who guide and sing in our Choir 
and worship here, day by day.

Reflections from Chapel
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Sir David Hare, undoubtedly among 
Lancing College’s most illustrious 
alumni, is often considered one of 
the most influential contemporary 
playwrights of the late 20th 
century. He first made his mark 
on British theatre in the 1960s 
with his provocative, avant-garde 
plays that challenged many of the 
social attitudes present in post-
war Britain. His work has gained 
much repute throughout the years, 
winning him two Academy Award 
nominations, three Golden Globe 
Award nominations, three Tony 
Award nominations, a BAFTA Award 
and two Laurence Olivier Awards. Sir 
David Hare also made his reputation 
as an accomplished screenwriter 
and film director with films such as 
Licking Hitler (1978), Strapless (1989) 
and The Absence of War (1995), both 
for the British Film Industry as well as 
Hollywood. 

Returning to the familiar setting of 
Great School, Sir David Hare talked 
to pupils, staff and members of the 
public about his journey to becoming 
a playwright and the main influences 
throughout his life. He began by 
describing his childhood experiences 
growing up in a “class-ridden”, 
suburban society that was defined by 
what he described as the “traumatic 
and huge” events of the war. Contrary 
to much of the patriotic, “stiff upper 
lip” portrayals of Britain in the media 
at the time, Sir David described 
growing up in a community full of 
unspoken rules and protocols which 
were a direct result of the damaging 
war years. Having just “missed 
the event” of WWII he often found 
himself confused at the behaviour 
of the older generations and found 
himself at odds with the “gradations 
of disapproval” that ran through the 
British public. He recalled the irony 
of the “be yourself” motto and the 
progressive atmosphere associated 

with the 1960s, which starkly 
conflicted with the reality of what he 
experienced growing up. 

He then went on to talk about his 
academic experiences and how his 
studies as a young man shaped his 
future. A testament to his talent, Sir 
David won a scholarship to study at 
Lancing College where he remembers 
receiving what he called a “liberal 
education” along with other notable 
pupils such as lyricist and author Sir 
Tim Rice. A particular inspiration for 
him in his school days came from 
his English teacher, Donald Bancroft, 
who taught him to question the truth 
of what a writer is trying to convey 
through their use of language and 
literary techniques, which for Sir 
David became a “life-line” in his own 
future work and which also inspired 
him to study English Literature as 
a degree. I found this particularly 
fascinating because, as someone 
who also hopes to study literature at 
university, I also discovered my love 
of the written word during my time at 
Lancing.

Sir David talked about how, after 
Lancing, he won a scholarship to 
Jesus College, Cambridge, where 
he continued to develop his studies, 
and he described the disappointment 
he felt upon finding the prevailing 
academic atmosphere to be clouded 
in a “fog of disapproval” similar to 
the social attitudes he experienced 
growing up, where many academics 
had very little regard for anything but 
a select group of “serious” writers. 
Despite being amongst the most 
elite literary minds in Britain, he felt 
himself confined to being trained 
to be negatively critical rather than 
positively creative.

One of the things I found most 
interesting about Sir David’s talk 
was that he did not discover his 
creative talent for playwriting until 
he was in his early 20s when he was 

forced to write a play for his theatre 
company (after the contracted author 
withdrew at the last minute). He also 
discovered a particular talent for 
writing engaging dialogue, which he 
felt came more naturally to him than 
the play’s plot itself. Moreover, his 
description of the process of writing 
as an unwilled act, one dictated by 
the subconscious imagination rather 
than rational, conscious thought, is 
something I found both intriguing 
and surprising. He described the 
realisation of not being in control of 
his writing as the most “liberating” 
experience he has ever had, allowing 
the play to take control over him. 
In this context, his plays can be 
seen as a reflection of his own life, 
mirroring the experiences many in his 
generation had. Through his approach 
of “this is how I see the world”, it isn’t 
hard to see why his work has such 
a great sense of realism. Sir David 
told us he first believed his work 
was fuelled by anger, but experience 
has lead him to believe the real 
motivation behind his plays was his 
sense of “bewilderment”, and because 
he consistently finds something 
to be bewildered by, his work has 
constantly evolved to fit the world 
around us and the events that occur. 

Sir David described his time at 
Lancing, which has been the source 
of inspiration for much of his work, 
as a “junction of religion and culture” 
when “men with ideas were replacing 
men with beliefs”. In some respects, 
this mixture, mixed in rather different 
proportions, continues to be at the 
heart of what makes Lancing a 
special place, defining our school’s 
atmosphere and inspiring students; 
just as in surprising, and presumably 
subconscious, ways it inspired and 
continues to inspire the writing of Sir 
David Hare.

The College was delighted to host an event for the local literary festival, 
Shoreham Wordfest, at the beginning of October. A large audience in Great 
School listened to OL Sir David Hare talk about his new autobiography, The Blue 
Touchpaper: A Memoir and give fascinating answers to their questions.
Sixth Former, Cassandra Neathercoat, reviews the evening:
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The College’s Drama scholars and 
A Level English students had the 
privilege of listening to Sir David 
Hare OL talk about his adaptation of 
Chekhov’s early works at a special 
‘Lancing’ reception in the rehearsal 
room at Chichester Festival Theatre 
on 15 October.

He was at the theatre for a pre-
production talk with the director, 
Jonathan Kent, hosted by the author 
Kate Mosse, which the pupils 
also attended, before enjoying a 
performance of Platonov in the 
evening. It was fascinating to hear 
Sir David speak about the ‘genius’ of 
Chekhov’s writing and to have the 
opportunity to ask questions in such a 
relaxed but intimate setting.

Dominic Harman, Lancing’s 
Head of English, writes: What 
made the day particularly special 
was that it provided our pupils with 
the opportunity to talk, in an 
informal setting, with Sir David 
and hear his witty, considered 
and insightful responses to a 
whole range of questions from 
Lancing College pupils. To 
hear him discuss the business 
of writing and adapting plays 
and then to go and see the 
fruits of that process in the CFT’s 
stunning production of Platonov 
was a truly unique opportunity.

Sarah Gurtler, from the Fourth 
Form, thought the play was brilliant, 
and enjoyed every moment: The 
Drama Scholars and those taking 
English as an A Level subject 
enjoyed a fantastic evening in 
the company of Sir David Hare at 
Chichester Festival Theatre: two 
pre-show talks (one solely 
for Lancing pupils) and a 
performance of Platonov. 
Sir David’s talk was 
highly enjoyable and his 
knowledge of play-writing 
inspiring.

Two opportunities to meet

Sir
David

Hare
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The Classics Department inherited the 
cupboard key and the Archivist very 
kindly unearthed a box of Museum 
and Haverfield Society paperwork. 
Subsequently the quest to revive the 
Lancing College Museum began, 
with only the archive box, a secret 
cupboard full of artefacts and the 
memories of colleagues to go by.

Museum Club is a Sixth Form 
activity which was founded in 
September 2014. Lower Sixth students 
were encouraged to join the club as 
one of their Wednesday afternoon 
activities. Students met for one hour 
a week and began the painstaking 
process of removing one box of 
artefacts from the cupboard at a time. 
Then unpacking, photographing 
and measuring each artefact, before 
attempting to match the item with 
the artefact descriptions which could 
be found in two catalogues, one from 
the early 1990s which was compiled 
when the artefacts were first put 
into storage, the other catalogue is 
presumably the original, but the 
date of its compilation is unclear. 
Once identified, the artefact is gently 
packed back into its box and returned 
to storage. All new information is 
then compiled in a digital catalogue 
on an excel spreadsheet and the 
photographs are uploaded onto the 
computer. The aim of this process is 
to establish a digital museum website 
initially, which will allow online users 
to explore the collection, with a view 
to one day opening a real, corporeal 
museum once more.

Needless to say this is a very slow 
and careful process, with new groups 

of Lower Sixth students signing up to 
the club each year. The aim of the 
2015-16 recruits is to organise 
a display for the school 
library of the best artefacts 
in the collection that they 
are each responsible for. 
The process of checking 
and digitalising the 
collection is ongoing and 
will not be finished for 
another year at least. We 
are also hopeful that it 
might be possible to send 
photographs of artefacts 
to Finds Experts, with 
a view to finding out 
more information 
about some of the 
more mysterious 
items in our 
collection. The 
main objective 
of Museum 
Club is to 
ensure that 
this collection 
is revived and 
conserved to 
the best of our 
abilities and to 
provide pupils 
with a fantastic 
opportunity and 
invaluable experience.

If any readers have 
any information about the 
collection or expertise that they would 
be interested to share, please feel free 
to get in touch: quad@lancing.org.uk 

Miss Louise Gaukroger

At present the Lancing College Museum is 
something of a mystery to the wider circles of the 
school. When the new Classics Department members 
started in September 2013, the museum seemed 
to exist in Lancing legend alone. Various accounts 
floated around that it certainly existed at some point 
in time, that it was once quite prominent and a 
memorable feature of the school, but that somewhere 
along the way it had been put away in storage and 
was waiting for a revival...

Hidden
Treasures
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AMADEUS
Is talent a matter of nature or nurture? 
Peter Shaffer’s Tony award winning 
Amadeus has long captivated audiences 
with this enquiry, spotlighting one of the 
most prodigious talents in history in 
a tale of deceit, decadence… and desserts.
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Shaffer places the relationship 
between Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
and Antonio Salieri at the centre of 
the piece, lacing the connection with 
a liberal helping of artistic licence, 
ruminating on the negative effects 
of ‘healthy competition’. As Lancing 
College demonstrated in its recent 
production however, the title of the 
play is in need of revision. The bitter, 
burgeoning resentment of Salieri, 
developing against the backdrop 
of blissful, immature ignorance in 
Mozart, is as much of a demanding, 
starring role as the titular composer. 
Cullum Ball was an undeniably 
outstanding Salieri, transitioning 
between convincing old age – no 
small feat for an actor of his years – 
and a middle aged man thwarted in 
what should have been his prime.

The play opens with an elderly 
Salieri praying for forgiveness from 
Mozart, punctuated by the hissing 
talk of scandal filtering in from the 
surrounding citizens of Vienna. 
Salieri’s prayers and protestations are, 
we discover, one last attempt to imbue 
his reputation with notoriety, claiming 
to have poisoned his contemporary. 
From an antiquated wheelchair, 
clothed in a nightcap and dressing 
gown, Cullum transformed into a 
hunched, aged figure addressing the 
audience as Gods raised for judgment 
in his final hours. Salieri then takes 

us back to Mozart’s arrival in 18th 
century Vienna, detailing the specifics 
of their relationship and allowing 
pertinent glimpses into the cankerous 
effects of envy. 

The beautifully dressed Venticelli 
ushered in the flashback, entering 
stage right and left in a flurry of 
gossip and gossamer. The scandalous, 
conspiratory air created by Elise 
Kearsey, Serena Birch Reynardson, 
Hattie Rawlings and Sarah Gurtler 
was a highpoint of the production, 
contributing Greek Chorus style 
interludes at key moments. Often 
they brought news of Mozart, a 
fun-loving force of nature stamped 
with the hallmarks of a child 
prodigy – selfishness and immaturity. 
Their counterparts on alternate 
performances, Lily Bunce Redding, 
Beth Richardson, Gabriel Bellamy 
Plaice and Ivan Leggett, executed 
their lines with brilliant timing, 
providing comic relief as the excited 
purveyors of gossip. Beth and Lily 
voiced innuendo aplenty, thriving on 
rumour and drama, urgent in their 
ministrations to their paymaster. 
Gabriel and Ivan operated with 
equal pace on line delivery and quick 
witted mockery, making an especial 
feature of the ‘forfeit’ scene in every 
performance with vigorous humour. 

Mozart is then introduced in 
scenes of well-managed comic 

relief, with him and his soon-to-
be wife, Constanze Weber, flirting 
outrageously in an empty reception 
room. Whilst the pair roll around 
the floor with gay abandon, 
swapping bawdy jokes, they are 
unaware – to the amusement of 
the audience – of Salieri sitting in a 
high-backed armchair, consuming 
‘crema al mascarpone speziale’. 
Tom Armstrong’s Mozart was silly 
without being trite, endearing in his 
naivety as he chuckled alongside 
Lauren Gardner’s compassionate, 
light-hearted Constanze. Darcey 
Ridgway Brown, doubling the 
role of Constanze, sparkled as 
a loyal and loving companion, 
resigned to Mozart’s infidelities 
and childlike behaviour. Darcey 
portrayed Constanze’s spirit, sass 
and flirtatiousness to perfection in 
the game of forfeits, and managing 
the quicksilver transition to petulant 
temper with great flexibility. I 
particularly enjoyed her cool 
pragmatism in the ‘seduction’ scene 
with Salieri, capturing the directness 
of the character with poignancy 
as she is wrong-footed by the 
disgusted court composer. Both actors 
characterised movingly Constanze’s 
decline to despair and distraction and 
the final, tender scene when she is 
reunited with and reconciled to the 
dying Mozart.
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Salieri does not anticipate 
competition until he learns that his 
star pupil, Katherina Cavalieri - the 
object of his unrequited affections 
played with sass by Mabel Woodley 
– has fallen foul of Mozart’s charms. 
Emasculated and embarrassed, the 
seeds of Salieri’s hatred are sown. It is 
not until he hears Cavalieri perform a 
Mozart aria however – to an audience 
of sterling company members, notably 
Gus Webb – that he realises how 
much of a danger the young Mozart 
poses to his career. 

Upon this realisation, Salieri 
denounces God for channelling 
divinity through the ignorant Mozart, 
a scene Cullum made both compelling 
and desperate, declaring that he will 
sell his soul to the devil. Henceforth, 
the devil seemingly grants Salieri 
everything he could wish for, with 
promotions flying in for the court 
composer and Mozart’s foppery 
being increasingly condemned. 
Initially, Matthew Davis’s Emperor 
Joseph II and Charlie Cooper’s Baron 
van Swieten join forces in praise of 
Mozart, but when the prodigy refuses 
to take their advice regarding his 
compositions, he soon falls out of 
favour. Charlie’s versatile range of 
facial expressions lent both comedy 
and pertinence to the role, whilst 
Matthew’s Joseph II achieved an 

ideal balance between humour and 
frustration, his repeated refrain of 
“there it is” being the sum of his 
indifferent, damp praise for the 
genius. Louis Shaw added sterling 
support as Director of the Opera 
Orsini Rosenberg, capturing the 
arrogance and petty jealousy of 
his machinations against Mozart, 
supercilious in tone and always 
with a preening quality about 
him. Louis Booth and George 
Greenacre, doubling the role of Court 
Chamberlain Von Strack, were both 
splendidly splenetic, Louis’ voice 
prissy and unctuous in turn; George’s 
face contorting into impotent rage 
as he was bested by Mozart and 
Rosenberg both. 

Despite the quality of Mozart’s 
music improving with every new 
opera – from The Magic Flute to Don 
Giovanni – the composer’s reckless 
approach to income prompts a decline 
in health. We see him reduced to 
performing in taverns to an unusually 
appreciative audience, with particular 
praise to Ella Preston, Arthur Hill, 
Jonathan Williams, Max Royle, Megan 
Johns, Mary Banfield, Calvin Cheng, 
Evie Bailey and Harry Aldritt for 
giving a real sense of the compelling 
beauty of the music.

Tom’s portrayal of the ailing artist 
in the second half was both heart-

breaking and utterly genuine, with 
the naivety of early scenes becoming 
a pitiful, undervalued innocence. As 
madness was seen to encroach upon 
genius, the ominous requiem sung 
out, eliciting remorse from Mozart’s 
bitter rival and demonstrating the 
authentic rapport between Tom, 
Lauren and Darcey, and Cullum. 
Salieri’s divine punishment was to 
be the only soul alive capable of 
recognising Mozart’s extraordinary 
gift, with Molly Linfield expertly 
managing the flourishes of lilting 
melody woven into the action. This 
combined with Siobhan Gavin, 
Nicholas Tang, Nigel Loom and Phil 
Cottle’s lavish set – not to mention 
the spectacular wigs from Haslemere 
Wardrobe – to create a sumptuous 
representation of Vienna in this 
dubious ‘golden age’.

Matt Smith’s production was both a 
feast for the eyes and an assault upon 
the senses, with expert casting that 
has forged a potential career for many 
future character actors. With a strong 
cast on every level and a production 
and set design team to rival many 
professional outlets, this particularly 
moving production was testament to 
the work ethic and talent of Lancing 
staff and pupils.

Miss Lucy Freeland with additional 
comments by Ms Kelly Edwards
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• eight pupils • Kathmandu • Kopan Buddhist Monastery • 
• Buddhist Nun • Stupa • Tibetan prayer wheels • Pokhara • Third Pole • Lakeside •  

• landslides • terraces • trek • Annapurna mountains • paddy fields • suspension bridges • 
• sunrise • Poon Hill • views to die for • forest and more forest • micro hydro project•  
• Annapurna Conservation Area Project • Tashi Ling Tibetan refugee camp • concrete • 

• community project • foundations of five new classrooms • cultural exchange evening • 
• Gurkha Welfare Scheme • Geo-hazards • Himalayan society in transition • 

• International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development • UNESCO Durbar Square •
All above we did and saw.  

Meanwhile Nepal was recovering from a recent 
earthquake and had a serious fuel crisis as India had 
stopped gas and oil entering Nepal.  

Constitutional reform was happening daily, with a new 

female president being elected and negotiations opening 
with China to break the oil embargo. 

Stimulating, unexpected, unbelievable but the people are 
so uplifting, friendly and resilient.   Mr Chris Foster

Fourteen Days in Nepal
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Lower	Sixth	Former,	Ella	Witt,	
writes: Having the opportunity to 
travel to New York for the Sixth Form 
Art trip was an incredible experience! 
I found the city amazing – it’s such a 
vibrant and busy place. There was a 
huge variety of intricate architecture, 
such as Grand Central Station, as 
well as innovative ideas like the 
New York Highline, an old railway 
which runs through and above the 
city and which has been turned into a 
walkway filled with luscious plants. 
Having the chance to visit some of 
the most renowned art galleries in the 
world - MOMA and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art - was unbelievable! 
I particularly enjoyed being able to 
sketch and to do ink wash paintings 
of art pieces up close. I saw so much 
artwork which I had never seen 
before, opening my eyes to new artists 
and ideas, as well as incredibly well 
known pieces, such as Van Gogh’s The 
Starry Night. My personal favourite 

piece of art was Glenn by Jean-Michel 
Basquiat as I have always admired 
his work but have never had the 
opportunity to see it first-hand.

Lower Sixth Former, Diana 
Mykhaylychenko, adds: During this 
half term holiday I have experienced 
just how awesome school trips can 
be. New York City: the busiest place I 
have ever visited! During our trip we 
visited a number of museums and it 
was an incredible feeling to see works 
by Picasso, Degas, Boccioni and others 
with my very own eyes. We had an 
opportunity to draw sketches from 
the paintings as well as take photos. 
To be honest, to draw quick sketches 
is very challenging for me, but I really 
enjoyed the feeling of freedom during 
the sketching process. After MOMA, 
we went to the Empire State Building 
where you can see the whole of the 
city from the 80th floor. The view of 
the city at that height was one of the 
most exciting moments of my life, 

even if it was a bit scary at the same 
time! As well as visiting contemporary 
galleries, we went to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, where you can find 
anything you like, from ancient times 
to the latest modern art works. My 
favourite museum of the trip was the 
Guggenheim; I was very impressed 
with the architecture of the building. 
The interior gave me the feeling of a 
spinning spiral and as you walk up it 
feels like you will not reach the end.

Other highlights for me were the 
boat trip around the Statue of Liberty 
(I was quite surprised at the size of 
the statue) and the huge variety of 
food available, from Chinese cuisine 
in China Town to Italian restaurants 
on Times Square. The whole 
atmosphere of the trip was warm and 
sincere; we all had the same interests 
and everyone had plenty to discuss 
every single day. I am very much 
looking forward to the next art trip.

New York: Art and Architecture

ESB Photo © Jon Blathwayt
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Half Term saw the 1st XI Football and 
Hockey teams travel to Madrid for 
a mid-season tour. Joined by a crack 
set of coaches (Mr Crowe, Dr Norris, 
Miss Watkins and Mr Naughalty) the 
group stayed at the National Football 
Centre, with the girls training at the 
high profile Club De Campo. The 
boys trained at Valdebebas, the Real 
Madrid football centre, and fixtures 
took place against local clubs Tres 
Cantos and Arganda, both of which 
they won. In the girls’ matches, 
narrow losses came against Club De 
Campo and Pozuelo, with the latter 
game being an excellent display of 
attacking hockey.

We started the trip with a fascinating 
carriage ride through the roads of 
Marrakech, and then roamed through 
the very crowded souks in the Medina 
, the ancient part of the city. We also 
visited a pharmacy, where everybody 
went on a shopping spree. A visit to 
the new part of the city, the Gueliz, 
allowed us to look into the issue of 
globalisation. Finally, a unique camel 
ride was also included on our last day 
in Marrakech before heading to the 
High Atlas.

During the October Half Term, a group of 17 
Fifth Formers went to Morocco for a rare and 
incredible experience. This trip involved a wide 
variety of activities, ranging from trekking the 
Atlas Mountains, to weaving through the souks of 
Marrakech. 

In the mountains, there was a 
huge contrast to the hustle and 
bustle of Marrakech; it was much 
quieter and cooler. We stayed in 
a traditional Berber house, where 
pleasant Moroccan bread, salad 
and tagine was enjoyed along with 
the renowned Berber hospitality. 
In Imlil, we experienced the rural 
culture, noticing the adaptations 
local people have made to improve 
the lives in the mountains, including 
the different types of farming and 

the irrigation systems. We enjoyed a 
long but incredibly uplifting 24 hour 
expedition up and over mountains 
which included a fabulous picnic 
lunch. We then went back to the 
Kasbah and enjoyed a hammam to 
rest and recuperate. 

The following day we left the 
Atlas Mountains and returned to 
Marrakech. We were allowed some 
free time to buy souvenirs in the 
market square in Marrakech in the 
afternoon. We bartered very well, 
acquiring some well-earned bargains 
and then enjoyed some drinks on 
a roof top bar in the city centre 
watching the sun set. This was a 
fitting end to an unimaginable trip.

Frankie Tudball and Ernie Chan 
Fifth	Form 

FOOTBALL AND HOCKEY TOURS TO MADRID

Postcard from Morocco
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During the first week of the Easter holidays a group of students 
from across the Fifth, Lower and Upper Sixth ventured to 
Japan to experience first-hand the wonders of one of 
the planet’s most technologically advanced nations. 
Though only spending five full days on Japanese soil, 
the party managed to visit nine attractions in Tokyo 
and a further overnight expedition to Osaka via the 
170mph bullet train. The group was privileged to 
see Asimo the humanoid robot jump and dance at 
the Museum of Emerging Science and innovation, 
witness some incredible architecture and design 
such as the futuristic Anime-inspired Himiko 
river ferry, delicious sushi, awe-inspiring religious 
shrines, embarrassing karaoke, revolutionary 70s 
capsule apartments, beautiful floating gardens and 
wasabi flavoured Kit Kats. An amazing trip and one that 
shall endure in our students’ memories as one of the best 
school trips ever!   Mr Alistair Coakes

An awesome trip – the 
opportunity doesn’t come 
round	often	to	go	somewhere	
so amazing. Thank you very 
much Mr Coakes!
- Russell Woodger

A great mix of all aspects of Japanese culture which was fantastic 
to be a part of, probably the best school trip I have ever been on! 
– Elliot Donovan

Best school trip ever! 
- Flora Wang

Design & 
Technology

goes to 
Japan
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Friday 27 November saw another 
brilliantly impressive Advent Concert. 
Nearly 20% of the school was 
involved, many playing in more than 
one ensemble and a number playing 
more than one instrument!

The programme was the anticipated 
lively mix of genres and styles, 
progressing to a performance of the 
final two movements of Tchaikovsky’s 
Second Symphony (the ‘Little 
Russian’). The concert band kicked off 
proceedings with a lively rumba-ish 
rumpus, playing Alfred Reed’s 
Second Suite for Band. The band was 
on excellent form under the baton 
of Steve Dummer, more than a 
match for the tricky rhythms and 
dextrous requirements of the piece. 
Thus, sufficiently warmed, up they 
progressed to one of the highlights 
of the evening, a rendition of 
Morricone’s score for The Good, The 
Bad and The Ugly. The whole audience 
responding warmly to the resplendent, 
histrionic pomp of the music.

A number of the players stayed on 
to form the Brass Ensemble, treating 
us to three short pieces, ending with 
the familiar, crowd-pleaser Zip-a-Dee-
Doo-Dah. The Sinfonia then took over 
playing two new pieces, composed 
especially for them by the inimitable 
Neil Cox. The sense of structure really 
impressed me, the grave urgency of 
the first movement turning to verve 

and vivacity in the second. There was 
a real sense of organic progression 
brought out through the sensitive 
playing of the students.

The Choral Scholars, as always 
directed by Neil Cox, made a brief 
but memorable appearance singing 
Rocking Carol. As usual, they were in 
excellent voice, bringing out a softly 
refulgent quality to the piece. The 
different voices blending together 
beautifully, brought out a real sense 
of gentle tenderness from the music, 
ending in a haze of peacefulness. 
However, this did not last for long 
and the punchy energy of Malcolm 
Gosden and the Swing Band took over 
with three perennial standards from 
the American Song Book, ending the 
first half with a fantastic performance 
of Glenn Miller’s In The Mood, the 
whole audience clearly caught up in 
the joyful swing of the piece. 

The second half opened with the 
Lancing Piano Sextet playing the 
first movement of Poulenc’s Sextet for 
Wind Quintet and Piano in C Major. An 
ambitious piece, the players working 
in delicate sympathy together, 
bringing out the lyrical qualities 
of the work. This was followed 
by a grandiose and occasionally 
lachrymose, Purcell suite, played 
beautifully by the String Chamber 
Orchestra and, dare I say it, an almost 
Christmassy Serenade by Kalinnikov, 

under the baton of Dr Ian Morgan-
Williams.

Also under Dr Morgan-Williams’ 
direction, the evening concluded 
with the final two movements of 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No 2 in C 
Minor – the complete symphony is 
to be performed in March. This was 
another ambitious piece to attempt 
and the Symphony Orchestra 
impressed in all areas. There was 
a real sense of colouration to the 
playing, bringing out the pastoral 
sounds of the piece as well as 
producing sufficiently weighty and 
rich power to create the moments 
of crisis and spiritual struggle that 
threaten to burst through the music. 
The jubilant finale of the piece roused 
the audience, who were universally 
swept up in the distinctly Russian 
grandeur and joyfulness of the final 
movement. As one member of the 
audience said afterwards: “A school 
orchestra simply isn’t supposed to 
sound like this.”

This was an incredible evening of 
music. I would like to thank all the 
performers for their efforts and I am 
sure that they – like myself - would 
like to thank and congratulate all 
the staff involved, particularly Mr 
Langworthy, Mr Cox and Dr Morgan-
Williams for their tireless efforts, 
enthusiasm and encouragement.

Mr Nat Payne

Advent Concert
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A Tea Break with...
Karen Ford

We have to thank Chris, Karen’s husband, for introducing her to the College back 
in 2009. As a freelance drummer who had been teaching in the Music School 
he was invited to a staff party and Karen accompanied him. She can still 
remember the first time she approached the Chapel at the top of the drive 
and crossed the Lower Quad: “I felt like an outsider,” she says, “and I 
certainly didn’t ever expect to be working here.”

Just over a year later, Chris heard that the role of Manager of the 
Uniform Shop and Café was being advertised and persuaded Karen to 
apply. He thought she would be the perfect candidate as it seemed to 
be all of her previous jobs rolled into one. Originally from Portsmouth, 
Karen has led a hotel housekeeping team, managed a coffee shop and 
run a formal-wear hire shop; just prior to working at Lancing she was 
the Events Manager at Singing Hills Golf Club. In her spare time she’s 
a self-confessed fitness freak and enjoys her ‘spin’ and ‘outdoor fitness’ 
exercise classes.

The shop has developed enormously under Karen’s supervision and, 
as well as servicing the College, it caters for both prep schools - and it’s 
this area that she’s hoping will soon be transformed by being online, 
saving parents a trip from Hove or Worthing. As well as uniform, the 
shop stocks a range of items including shoelaces, mobile phone top ups, 
sports equipment, toiletries, stationery and even duvet covers: essential for 
the boarders and handy for day pupils and staff - who might have laddered 
their tights or forgotten to buy Auntie Brenda a birthday card!

Karen is always listening to pupils’ suggestions and tries her best to cater to 
their needs both in the shop and café, where there is a box on the counter for 
requests. “If we think it’s a good suggestion we’ll give it a go; a type of 
chocolate bar we don’t stock, for example. If it’s successful we give the 
pupil a free sample as a thank you. I think that’s why the café is such 
a huge success – it’s their chill out time and a place they can relax 
and feel comfortable – and we try to make it what they want. In the 
evenings after prep our hot snacks are so popular we’ve introduced 
a pre-ordering system!” It certainly sounds a bit different to the old 
tuck shop or ‘grubber’, as it was known.

This last summer has seen Karen take over the co-ordination 
of the holiday lets (language and sport summer schools held at 
the College during the holiday) as well, which she has loved. 
“Every day is different and can involve trouble-shooting 
in any area – from a blocked drain to the cleaning rota, 
and having helped one of the students with a difficult 
combination lock I can now add ‘safe-cracker’ to my list 
of skills!”

Undoubtedly the best part of her job is meeting the new 
pupils and their families when they come for uniform 
fittings: “I hope that we can give good advice right from 
the start and that we will always be a friendly face if a 
pupil needs help during their first term. Unfortunately 
just as we are coming to the end of kitting everyone out 
we have to do our annual stock take, and that is most 
definitely my least favourite part of this job!”

No longer ‘the outsider’, Karen is now very much 
part of the Lancing family, and along with Sabina, her 
Deputy Manager in the shop and café, they offer an 
excellent service: “Giving great customer satisfaction is 
very important to us and I’d like to think we can give a 
little support to the pupils along the way as well.”
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Lancing Prep Hove

Lancing College 
Prep at Hove 

The Droveway, Hove, 
East Sussex BN3 6LU
Tel: 01273 503452 Fax: 01273 503457
email: hove@lancing.org.uk
www.lancingcollege.co.uk

Alan Laurent 
Head Master

TEAM BUILDING
On the first Thursday of the new term, Ms Barber, Mr Gregory and Miss Creedy 
Smith took all Year 7 pupils for a teambuilding day at Blackland Farm. It was a 
gloriously sunny day and a chance for the pupils to take part in activities such 
as the ‘perch’, ‘crate building’ and ‘initiative exercises’. The overall aim was for 
the pupils to get to know each other and learn the qualities needed to work as a 
team. It was also great fun and everyone came back with beaming smiles!

I write this as we enjoy a remarkably 
balmy end to the Autumn Term. 
Recently we have enjoyed the Pre-
Prep Nativity performances: The Bossy 
Fairy (Years 1 and 2) and The Sleepy 
Shepherd (Nursery and Reception). 
The joint choirs assembled at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd to sing 
Carols around the Trees and the Art 
Club presented a beautiful Christmas 
tree for the occasion. All that in 
temperatures we would normally 
associate with the spring or early 
autumn; it’s been a crazy term!

We are indebted to our energetic 
staff for running a series of events on 
top of the usual curricular activities. 
A residential trip to France in the 
first half of term followed by several 
educational visits to London galleries 
and museums. The Dance Club 
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon at 
Sadler’s Wells where they watched 
a stunning performance of Sleeping 
Beauty and returned to give an 

excellent end of term demonstration 
to parents. We have run charity 
days, raising about £2000 for local 
and national groups, entertained 
pupils from local state schools on Dr 
Cooper’s Science Days, still finding 
time to head the Brighton Under 11 
Football League. They do say that 
success will breed success but I would 
say that happy pupils and well-
motivated staff are the key - success 
doesn’t just happen!

As we head towards Christmas 
and into the New Year I hope that 
children, staff and parents alike have 
the chance to recharge their batteries 
in readiness for a full and active 
Spring Term. Year 8 will be visiting 
Vienna as a part of their Religion, 
Ethics and Philosophy (REP) course 
and a ski party, combined for the 
first time with our friends from 
Lancing Prep at Worthing, will be 
heading for the slopes in Italy. Rugby 
will replace football and it’s netball 

instead of hockey, the Music and 
Dance Departments will slowly be 
turning their thoughts towards the 
summer musical and the artists will 
be working towards the Children’s 
Parade. Much to look forward to and 
much fun to be had!

I wish you all a very happy 2016.
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ART TRIP TO WAKEHURST 
PLACE
In October, Year 6 visited Wakehurst 
Place to support their Art project on 
natural forms.

The children participated in 
three one hour sessions led by a 
specialist teacher. Following on from 
their studies of photographer Karl 
Blossfeldt, the pupils took some 
excellent close up photographs of the 
huge array of plants and seeds they 
found in the botanic garden.

An hour was spent studying their 
findings through microscopes in 
the lab and making drawings, after 
which there was a session creating 
ephemeral art in the style of Andy 
Goldsworthy, using all the natural 
forms they could gather from the 
gardens.

VICTORIAN DAY
As part of their topic on Victorian 
Britain, Year 3 visited Hove Museum 
for a workshop, looking at various 
artefacts. The pupils (dressed 
appropriately) then attended a job 
interview at Preston Manor, where 
they swept carpets, laid tables, 
polished silver, ironed newspapers, 
made beds and washed the laundry. 
At the end of the afternoon Mrs 
Storey and Miss Rose chose several 
servants to start new jobs the 
following Sunday. The children all 
agreed that perhaps they didn’t really 
want to be servants after all!

NURSERY VISITS 
STANMER PARK
To support their Autumn 
topic, just before half term the 
Nursery pupils enjoyed a trip to 
Stanmer Park. The children had 
a wonderful time looking at the 
seasonal changes and enjoying 
the ‘great outdoors’.
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Lancing Prep Worthing
It would be wrong to let this issue of 
The Quad pass without mentioning the 
stunning musical production of Mike 
Carter’s Oh Rats! which took place 
at the end of the Summer Term. The 
Dining Hall was transformed into a 
theatre and our pupils became actors 
and actresses for three exceptional 
performances. It was a wonderful way 
to end a busy and exciting academic 
year and a moment when the whole 
school could work together to create 
something magical.

A new academic year is full of 
promise and excitement and this year 
it was very pleasing to welcome so 
many new families to Lancing Prep at 
Worthing. We started the year more 
than 10% larger than the year that had 
passed and the Nursery is almost full!

The teachers started this term with 
a wonderful staff training day 

Lancing College 
Prep at Worthing 

Broadwater Road, Worthing 
West Sussex BN14 8HU
Tel: 01903 201123 Fax: 01903 821777
email: worthing@lancing.org.uk
www.lancingcollege.co.uk

Heather Beeby 
Head

@lancingprepwthg
We’re on Twitter:

led by Professor Guy Claxton on 
Building Learning Power and when 
the children returned to school 
after a long summer holiday they 
found themselves challenged 
to be inquisitive, adventurous, 
persistent, focused and imaginative 
learners. We are only part way along 
our Learning Power Journey @ LPW 
and we have all thoroughly enjoyed 
it so far. Learning is a skill for life, not 
just for school days and it is important 
that we teach our children to learn 
effectively and to reflect on the 
learning process itself.

Enriching the curriculum outside 
the classroom is important too and 
the residential trips to Normandy and 
on PGL in September were a great 
success. The children who remained 
at school were delighted to work 
towards their Arts Awards and so a 

very busy time was had by all.
As the end of term approaches we 

are looking forward to our Nativity 
and Carol Service before a well-
earned break.

NORMANDY TRIP 
The three day trip to Normandy for Years 6, 7 and 8 provided memorable 
opportunities to practise successfully their ‘shopping’ and ‘food and drink’ 
French vocabulary and to study the historic Bayeux Tapestry and the moving, 
original photographs, film and artefacts from World War II in Caen. 

All pupils rose to the challenge of asking for food, drink and missing 
tableware items, and understanding prices. The sense of achievement when 
tucking into a meal ordered in French was almost as good as the taste of the 
food itself.

Genuine interest, searching questions and mature reflection were shown 
during the museum visits but perhaps most impressive and heart-warming 
was seeing the whole group enjoying each other’s company and witnessing the 
camaraderie so evident between the different age groups on the trip.

 “I really enjoyed going to the biscuit factory in Asnelles and tasting our own 
biscuits we made. I understood most of what the biscuit maker said and even 
asked him a question in French afterwards!” William S

“We were all doing the Macarena at the disco, as I reached the end of one line 
of the song, I suddenly thought I looked like a person who is really bad at hula 
hooping – that was a funny moment.” Alex S
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FOREST SCHOOL - AN AUTUMN BEGINNING
The pupils at Lancing Prep Worthing are lucky to have a 
huge field, a pond and a wooded area behind the cricket 
nets. Over the summer this area at the bottom of the school 
field was transformed into a Forest School to enable the 
Reception class to experience more learning outdoors. 
The grounds staff worked incredibly hard to cut back 
overgrown bushes and prune the trees, and the branches 
were left in huge piles to dry and decay.

From the beginning of this term the children have 
enjoyed changing into their waterproof trousers and 
wellies and setting off across the field singing their Forest 
School song. They have been excited by everything: 
climbing through the trees and on the tyres; digging in the 
earth; making bark rubbings; but above all finding bugs.

This became the main focus of the sessions for the whole 
of September – seeing which bugs they could find and 
where they might be hiding. The insect house was put 
in a safe place and checked each week; the tree stumps 
were lifted and underneath they discovered a multitude 
of wriggly living creatures! The children were fascinated 
and couldn’t wait to collect the bugs in insect viewing pots, 
describing what they could see. The hardier amongst them 
even held the bugs on their hands. One of the sessions was 
also spent building a hedgehog house and deciding where 
best to position it.

One of the large tree trunks in the Forest School now has 
a permanent display of model bugs stuck to it, made by 
the children from clay, with sticks and leaves as legs and 
wings.

PGL ADVENTURE TRIP
Years 3, 4 and 5 had an amazing three days at PGL this 
term at their camp in Marchants Hill. There was a great 
range of activities on offer: Jacob’s Ladder was nine 
telegraph poles strung together like a giant ladder but 
with the spaces at wider intervals the higher you went; 
the children abseiled down a 10m tower and went Quad 
Biking Formula 1 with everyone kitted out in racing driver 
helmets and gloves. One of the most challenging of all of 
the activities was the Zip Wire. Everyone tried and felt 
proud of themselves whatever they had achieved. 

Another day and another harness! This time for the 
giant swing. The children needed to work together on this 
activity to hoist their friends up into the air. And finally 
the almighty Power Fan: only a 13.7m climb up a swaying 
pole to a very small metal platform, which then you had 
to step off! Archie described it as sky diving - a very good 
description.

Although the weather wasn’t always great, there were 
plenty of sunny smiles. PGL is about enjoying each other’s 
company and the children all certainly had a terrific time 
eating, sleeping, playing and laughing together.
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This Advent Term for me, 
personally, is a landmark, as I am 
celebrating my tenth anniversary at 
Lancing. Reflection at this decade 
stage is almost inevitable; it is an 
enormous privilege to work within 
the Lancing family and to see the 
genuine affection people have 
for the College manifest itself in 
a number of different ways. I am 
often humbled at the depth of the 
emotional connection shown by so 
many of you and feel the reason 
cannot be nostalgia alone; perhaps 
it is a combination of the social and 
professional impact of Lancing on 
your lives. Certainly, the last ten years 
have given me a precious insight into 
the understanding of the motivation 
of our supporters and volunteers who 
work so tirelessly on behalf of the 

FOUNDATION OFFICE
OL News and Events from Home and Abroad

Catherine Reeve 
Foundation Director

College. I am forever grateful for all 
your support. 

I love to see the purpose and energy 
in our new OLs when they leave 
Lancing; some are determined to try 
and change the world and some will 
succeed. It was a pleasure to welcome 
Shirin Gerami, Field’s 2005-2007, 
(see page 21) back to Lancing and to 
hear her inspirational Head Master’s 
Lecture.

There are many more of you who 
have chosen to look at the bigger 
picture and to escape life’s treadmill, 
and this is in essence what epitomises 
the Lancing independent spirit. The 
following pages highlight this spirit 
vividly and I hope will encourage you 
to be part of it in 2016.

Our fondest wishes from all of us in 
the Foundation Office,

Foundation 
Office 

Lancing College, Lancing, 
West Sussex BN15 0RW
Catherine Reeve 
Foundation Director 
Tel: +44 (0) 1273 465786 
email: clr@lancing.org.uk 
Sarah Swales 
Foundation Manager 
Tel: +44 (0) 1273 465708 
email: sjs@lancing.org.uk 
Claire Welling 
Foundation Administrator 
Tel: +44 (0) 1273 465709 
email: crw@lancing.org.uk

@LancingOLs
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Lancing Foundation Office & OLs
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We celebrated our 20th Over 60s 
Lunch at the Royal Yacht Club in 
the company of many of the usual 
suspects and also a substantial intake 
of our new 60+ OLs. There is no 
doubt about the popularity of these 
occasions as they have gained huge 
momentum over the last ten years and 

we are delighted that OLs of a certain 
age have decided to make them so 
distinctively Lancing. 

Our guest speaker, Nigel Wheeler, 
Olds 1963-1968, sailed us ably 
through his life at Lancing and 
beyond at Eastbourne in a brilliant 
and hilarious manner. 

His delivery was, as ever, apposite 
and his reflections on his teachers 
(Christopher Campling, Robin Reeve, 
and his Head Master, Sir William 
Gladstone) were both amusing and 
heartfelt. 

Our next lunch is on Thursday 28 
April 2016 at The Athenaeum.

Graham Sharman, Dominic Oliver and Nigel Wheeler

Robert Macdonald and Martin West
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Over 60s Autumn Lunch
Andrew Hutchinson Christopher Campling Francis Green

Michael Fenton Michael Wheeler Neil Grainger

Nigel Wheeler Roger	Wootton	and	Ken	Gill Sir Tim Rice
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It was a joy to see so many OLs 
at the reunion for these two great 
houses and to note that the gentle 
rivalry between the two households 
will probably continue over another 
century. The evening started with a 
Festal Evensong with the Friends of 
Lancing Chapel followed by House 
tours, a champagne reception in the 
Sanderson Room and dinner in the 
candlelit Dining Hall. 

Barnabas Hurst-Bannister, Olds 
1965-1970 led the tributes for Olds 
House, as the more senior House, 
and admitted to the audience that 
he had loved his time at Lancing 
and felt indebted to those who had 
presided over his adolescence. He 
talked about the thoughtful balance 
of housemastering alongside the 
inspiration exuded by tutors and 
masters. Barnabas concluded with 
the reflection that he found it almost 
impossible to capture the essence of 
Olds as “it was notable for its variety, 
defined perhaps by its very lack of 

definition”. Christopher Dovell, 
Sanderson’s 1981-1986, and his 
brother John, Sanderson’s 1982-1987, 
made the toast to Olds on behalf of 
their father, Bill Dovell, who had been 
Housemaster to many in the audience. 
It was a great pleasure to have Robert 
McLachlan, Teme 1991-1996, as a 
guest at the dinner representing his 
parents who had a 14 year tenure in 
Olds, and Jim Sheppe who took over 
from them.

Andrew Page, Sanderson’s 1978-
1983, took to the stage on behalf 
of Sanderson’s and delivered an 
emotional homage to the House and 
its Housemasters. Andrew spoke 
about the history of the House and 
welcomed Robert Sanderson, the 
great-great grandson of the Reverend 
Robert Sanderson, and his mother, 
Jenny, to the occasion. Sanderson 
was Head Master at Lancing in what 
was known as the golden era from 
1862-1889 and when he died in 1913, 
just before the outbreak of the Great 

War, News House was re-named 
Sanderson’s in his memory. Since 1913 
there have been ten Housemasters 
and Andrew talked about the last 
five in particular as this covered the 
school days of all of the Sanderson’s 
OLs attending the evening. We were 
privileged to have Ken Shearwood, 
David Lutwyche and Andrew Betts 
with us to share in the evening’s 
celebrations and to help us recall 
the seemingly endless humorous 
moments of yesteryear. Before raising 
a glass to Sanderson’s House and its 
Housemasters, Andrew underlined 
the spirit of camaraderie in the House 
which had manifested itself in these 
life-long friendships in evidence all 
around the Dining Hall.

A complete set of photographs from 
the reunion is available to view on the 
Lancing College website.

Next year, on Saturday 15 October 
2016, we will be celebrating Sankey’s 
first decade as a girls’ House. 

Sanderson’s and Olds Reunion
Ken Shearwood David Lutwyche Jim Sheppe

Simon Margaroli, Julian Trumper, Simon Ellis and John Ellis
Andrew Law with former matron 
Jean Collins
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Robert Pé and Michael Fenton John Houlton and Tony Merewether

Ben Birtchnell Wol Kolade

Jenny Sanderson, Martin Harper, Peter Spall and Robert Sanderson

John, Elisabeth and Giles Bell Robin Reeve and Andrew Johnston

Former Heads of House and 
Prefects in front of the new 
House boards



The Quad ∙ Advent 201544

Since leaving the College this 
summer, Mason Crane, Head’s 
2010–2015, has had continued success 
in professional cricket. He recently 
signed a new two-year contract with  
Hampshire, and was jointly named 
as their breakthrough player of the 
year. Mason made his debut for 
Hampshire in a NatWest T20 Blast 
clash with Surrey in July, where his 
bowling talent as a leg-spinner gained 
him two wickets that game, followed 
shortly after by taking an impressive 
five wickets against Warwickshire 
in a County Championship innings, 
making him the youngest ever 
Hampshire player to do so. This 
December, he is off to Sri Lanka to 
play for the England Under-19 squad 
in a triangular series with India.

Dr Ian Yeung, Field’s 1991-1996, is an 
ophthalmologist currently working 
as a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the 
Laboratory of Immunology, National 
Eye Institute (NEI), National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, 
Maryland in the United States. As part 
of his work, he has been sent to West 
Africa to contribute to the American 
government’s response to the Ebola 
outbreak. The current outbreak of the 
Makona strain started in November 
2013 in Guéckédou, Guinea and is 
the single largest recorded outbreak 
of Ebola virus disease (EVD) to 
date. As of 25 November 2015, 
there have been 28,598 total cases of 
Ebola across Sierra Leone, Liberia 
and Guinea. This has led to 11,299 
deaths, which is equivalent to a 
mortality rate of 39.5%. Depending 
on the viral species, mortality rates 

Mason Crane, back at Lancing recently to be interviewed for The Cricketer
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Dr Ian Yeung examines the eyes of Ebola survivor Abraham Moses

from Ebola vary from 25-90%. 
After reports of eye inflammation 
(uveitis) in Ebola survivors, the US 
government has partnered with the 
Liberian government to launch the 
PREVAIL III eye sub-study. This 
sub-study is aiming to recruit and 
follow 1,500 Ebola survivors and 6,000 
un-infected controls to investigate 
Ebola-associated eye diseases over a 
five year period. The study is based at 
the John F Kennedy Medical Center, 
Monrovia, Liberia. Ian has found 
invaluable the opportunity to see and 
treat eye diseases in Ebola survivors 
and relished the opportunity to 
work with his Liberian ophthalmic 
colleagues. Ian would like to hear 
from anyone who is interested in 
ophthalmology, tropical medicine or 
Ebola in general. Email him at 
ian.yeung@cantab.net. 

Congratulations also to Greg Barker, 
Olds 1982-1984 (pictured with pupils, 
above, on his visit to Lancing during 
the 2015 General Election Campaign), 
who was created a life Peer on 
the recommendation of the Prime 
Minister in the Dissolution Honours 
List in August 2015. He now sits as a 
Conservative in the House of Lords, 
as the Rt Hon Lord Barker of Battle.

What Are You Up To?

Many congratulations to Harry 
Brünjes, Head’s 1996-2001, who has 
become the global face of the Parker 
Pen Company on posters, particularly 
in the UK, USA and Japan.
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Robin Frean, Second’s 1996-2001, 
writes: After many years spent in 
kitchens of ski resorts and summer 
villas the time was right to return to 
England, leave the chef whites behind 
and set up a family business with my 
older sister Melanie.

The business was to be a restaurant, 
a very volatile and risky industry 
to enter and succeed in but the 
concept was simple; a friendly, local 
neighbourhood restaurant that 
encapsulated our personalities with 
its nod to our childhood home of 
Sussex and now our current home 
of south London. With Melanie’s 
background in corporate finance, my 
background in hospitality and head 
chef Mike Brown, who was most 
recently the senior sous at Le Caprice, 
the team has many skills covered.

The restaurant’s name, Hood, is 
uncomplicated and has nothing to do 
with being called Robin, which most 
people think, but more a colloquial 
reference to neighbourhood - simply 
Hood.

We located a suitable site in 
Streatham Hill with plenty of passing 
traffic and a community crying out 
for something new and different. An 
old Indian restaurant that needed 
some serious attention and a complete 
redesign was transformed over a 
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RAFIKI CLUB
The inaugural meeting of the OL Rafiki Club met on 
Saturday 28 November at the College. The occasion was 
the brainwave of Robert Newton, Second’s 1984-1986, 
who was determined to gather together a group of OLs 
with East African connections. Robert grew up in Kenya 
and went to Pembroke House Prep School before coming 
to Lancing; Pembroke is one of the oldest international 
boarding prep schools in Kenya. Lancing, of course, has 

series of months into a clean, modern 
and casual dining environment 
befitting of the food and service on 
offer. We wanted to create something 
that did not follow a particular trend 
and a concept that not everyone 
favoured either, no small plates or fast 
casual dining here! Instead evening 
dinner, weekday lunch and weekend 
brunch.

The food is a thoroughly modern 
British affair in a bistro style with 
short menus, creative cookery, fresh 
ingredients sourced locally and 

sustainably wherever possible, all 
paired perfectly with an interesting 
European wine list and a bar 
dedicated to local craft beer and cider. 

Nine months in and business is 
going well: lots of happy customers 
(a few OLs included); winning the 
Streatham annual food festival in 
June; and most recently being named 
best restaurant in Streatham in the 
Time Out Love London awards. The 
hard work is starting to pay off, but 
we have a long way to go with site 
number two in the pipeline!

had its own association with Africa for over 30 years 
through the Malawi Project and it is therefore no surprise 
that a number of OLs have had significant careers out 
there. It was a unique experience to listen to the stories of 
Africa around a table in the Megarry Room, with Tusker 
beer to accompany the menu of Ugali and Sukuma Wiki, 
traditional Kenyan fare. 

The afternoon was such a success that a follow up event 
is already being planned for next summer.

Melanie, Mike and Robin

David	Fisher,	Aidan	de	la	Mare,	Geoffrey	and	Alison	Cunningham,	Robert	and	Louise	Newton,
Andrew Newlove and John Campbell-Lambert
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Tony Perry, Second’s 1955-1959, 
writes: After Lancing I studied 
painting at St Martins School of Art 
for four years from 1960 to 1964. My 
father was not prepared to support 
me and so I had to combine my 
studies by working in pubs as a 
barman at night and cleaning toilets 
before my lectures in the morning. 
After a year of doing this I took a 
holiday in Paris with my life’s savings 
and became a street musician. I met 
up with a couple of guitarists who 
asked me to join them.

We used to do shows in front of 
cafés, art cinema queues, along the 
banks of the Seine and in restaurants. 
The music we played was a mixture of 
Jazz, Blues, Rock’n’Roll and Country 
and Western. I am a self-taught 
chromatic harmonica player and 
my musical skill lies in the ability to 

improvise in any key and pick up a 
variety of music styles. The advantage 
of the mouth organ was that when 
the cops arrived I could put it into 
my pocket and stroll away whistling 
whilst my companions had their 
collars felt. Every holiday after that I 
returned to Paris which we used as a 
base and from there we toured either 
in the South of France, Germany 
or Switzerland. During term time I 
spent most evenings playing in the 
London Jazz and Folk clubs. If you 
played you did not pay! My greatest 
love at that time was Trad Jazz and 
R&B, which I found at the Marquee, 
100 Oxford Street, Ronnie Scott’s and 
the Flamingo. The Folk clubs were 
the Café des Artistes in Chelsea, The 
Troubadour, and various pubs like 
The Highlander and The Pindar of 
Wakefield in Grays Inn Road.

In January 1963 I met a couple of 
American singers/guitar players 
and asked them back to my flat. My 
flat mate recorded eight hours of us 
playing on his tape recorder. The 
couple were Bob Dylan and Eric 
Von Schmitt who, apart from Woody 
Guthrie, was Bob’s mentor. I kept 
these recordings until 1976 when they 
were mistakenly sold with other tapes 
and my wife’s tape recorder. 

I was later told that they would have 
been worth a fortune!

I was once asked to audition for a 
group in south London who needed 
a harmonica player. At the time they 
were called the Blues Band and I did 
a couple of gigs with them. Soon 
after they changed their name to 
Manfred Mann and the rest is history. 
Paul Jones was learning harmonica 
at that time and the group was too 
big to need a separate player. At 
the Marquee, Wednesday evenings 
were hosted by Alexis Korner with 
Cyril Davis. Many an evening I used 
to sit in the side room with fellow 
kids eager to listen and play with 
them. Mick, Keith and Brian soon 
became the Rolling Stones after their 
appearance at the Beaulieu Jazz 
Festival.

One of my greatest regrets was in 
Paris, the winter of 1962, when I was 
taken to a club to hear Memphis Slim 
and Willy Dixon play. Slim asked me 
to play some blues with him but for 
the first and last time in my life I was 
overcome with shyness.

The bohemian life ended when 
I met my wife of 50 years but I 
still enjoy playing with Jazz and 
Rock bands and the challenges of 
improvised music.

Professor Graham Collier, former 
Head of Art at Lancing writes from 
Sedona in Arizona about his latest 
book What the Hell are the Neurons 
Up To?: Strangely enough, the title 
of this book came to mind as long 
ago as 1953 when I was teaching at 
Lancing. I had met John Dancy, the 
recently appointed Head Master, 
quite by chance when on a visit to 
Lancing earlier that year, and we 
were both admiring the font in North 
Lancing Parish Church. After a 
short discussion on Saxon low-relief 
sculpture he asked me if I would like 
to leave St Peter’s School, York and 
start an Art Department at Lancing. I 
agreed, and we initiated the first Art 
School in the Crypt of the Chapel in 
1954. But I only began to write the 
book in 2012, some 20 years after I 
had retired from a Professorship at 
the University of Georgia and an 
accompanying associate Fellowship 
at Yale.

The great French painter, Paul 
Gauguin, entitled one of his later 
works painted in Taihiti Whence 
Come We? What Are We? Whither Do 
We Go? His words could well serve 

as the title of this book, for they 
ask the unfathomable questions 
that we have been asking ourselves 
throughout our human history. As 
an artist he recognised that human 
consciousness presents us with two 
fundamental modes of awareness – a 
‘two-track’ way to knowledge. One 
is concerned with apprehending the 
‘physical’ realities of the ‘outside’ 
world in Time and Space, courtesy 
of the Five Senses; the other with 
conveying the ‘pyschological’ reality 
of our own ‘inner’ world of thought 
and feeling, courtesy of intuition and 
imagination… and leading to all our 
creative insights and awareness of ‘Self’.

If we make full use of this range of 
consciousness, then we live a ‘whole’ 
life. And the 24 chapters in this 
book attempt to describe how this is 
achieved.

SANDERSON ROOM MURALS
It’s an incredible coincidence that we have been in touch with Tony Perry, 
Aidan de la Mare and Graham Collier this term, as parts of the amazing 
mural project masterminded by Graham, and partly painted by Tony 
and Aidan , have recently been uncovered in the Sanderson Room. If you 
remember being involved with these extraordinary artworks, we would love 
to hear from you, so please do get in touch: foundation@lancing.org.uk
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Kishore Thiagarajan, Head’s 2010-
2015, who gained 3 A* A Levels, plans 
to study at Jesus College, Cambridge. 
He is currently using his gap year to 
further his studies, and has recently 
been highly commended in the 
formidably competitive Julia Wood 
History Prize awarded by St Hugh’s 
College, Oxford. The Prize, which 
is open to all schools nationally, is 
awarded for the best Sixth Form 
historical essay. The committee was 
“very impressed indeed” by Kishore’s 
work, which explored the role of 
the Papacy in the development of 
Crusading during the 12th Century. 
Kishore was invited to a special 

Rory Campbell, Teme 1964-1969, 
studied under three influential 
teachers for A Levels: Donald 
Bancroft, David True (English) and 
Tom Griffiths (Art). Some of what he 
learned has re-emerged, transformed 
in his picture book Walking-Class 
Heroes? Dublin’s Remarkable Street-
Personalities, 1955-2015 (Killiney 
Hill Press), which is receiving some 
popular and critical acclaim in 
Ireland, with repeated orders for 
England and France.

With portraits in coloured pencil, 
crayon and ink, and explanatory 
texts, Campbell has created an album 
which has no precedent, containing 
an unbroken record of one capital 
city’s extraordinary characters over 
60 years, their contexts and way of 
moving: 60 individuals, drawn from 
life or memory, and not all of them 
Irish. Several are from England (see 
illustration), others from India, Japan 
and Northern Ireland. 

Photographs in the appendix 
showcase nine personages from the 
early 1970s, some reminiscent of 
Samuel Beckett characters.

The Artist/Author’s Introduction is 
complemented by a couple of essays 
by art authorities about the images. 
The book measures 23 x 33cm, with 
54 coloured and 18 black and white 
high-definition pictures over 111 
pages. Responses have consistently 
been delighted, from children through 
to nonagenarians.

“It is very entertaining and a 
considerable piece of work.” – Aidan 
Dunne, Art Critic for The Irish Times.

On sale mainly in independent 
Dublin bookshops, it is also available 
at no extra expense, signed and with 
a bonus limited-edition full-colour 
separate portrait, from its creator at 
Ballyrogan House, Redcross, County 
Wicklow, Ireland. Cheques for £30 
should be made payable to Rory 
Campbell.

lunch at St Hugh’s, to meet historians 
at the College. Kishore’s success 
continues an impressive tradition of 
Lancing accomplishments in History 
at Oxbridge. Dr	Rana	Mitter,	Olds	
1982-1987, Broadcaster and Professor 
of the Modern History and Politics of 
China at Oxford, will be speaking on 
his most recent research at Lancing 
in the new year. Dr Damian Kerney, 
Head’s 1984-1989, Lancing’s Head of 
the History, says that his own love of 
the subject was encouraged when, as 
a 17 year old, he won the Macmillan 
History Prize from Hertford College, 
Oxford, prior to studying history at 
Cambridge.

Racheal Ofori, Handford 2007-
2009, has just completed a UK tour 
of her one woman show, Portrait, 
following sell-out performances at the 
Edinburgh Fringe, the Brighton Dome 
and the Camden Peoples Theatre in 
London.

The show takes a frank and funny 
look at modern life through the eyes 
of a young black woman. It is inspired 
by Racheal’s own experiences and 
uses music, poetry, humour and dance 
to examine identity and role models, 
and challenge cultural stereotypes. 
The show has been acclaimed as ‘an 
impressive debut’ for Racheal as the 
writer and performer.

Florence in Long Green Coat
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Andy Rumbold, Second’s 1984-1986, 
says he wrote the first draft of The 
Last Fiesta many years ago during a 
long hot summer in Santander, after 
having been to San Fermín for the 
running of the bulls in Pamplona. 
He was writing something else at the 
time, but felt he had to leave it, given 
the huge impression the fiesta had left 
on him. He knew the ending of the 
book straight away; it was a case of 
working backwards, to try to figure 
out how to get there. 

First draft done, he left it, at times 
for years on end, doing other things 
- having children and all the usual 
excuses. But invariably that little voice 
from the past would rise again and 
nag him, reminding him of unfinished 
business. And he’s glad he listened. 
One final, laborious edit later, he 
managed to gain representation with 
a well-known London agent and The 
Last Fiesta finally saw the light of day. 

The Last Fiesta is set in the summer 

of 1995. Dan Willis is living in 
Santander, northern Spain, trying 
to get his life back on track, when 
he receives an unexpected call from 
an old school friend and Gulf War 
veteran, Billy Wyatt, who wants to 
visit him. Unbeknown to Billy, Dan 
invites two other school friends to join 
them. It’s a decision that will change 
their lives forever. The Last Fiesta 
follows the friends’ hedonistic journey 
through the stunning Basque country, 
up into the Picos de Europa and 
finally to Pamplona, for the running 
of the bulls. Under the blistering 
Spanish sun, dark truths from the 
past emerge, and dreadful revelations 
entwine their lives in a way that will 
ultimately lead to disaster. 

Andy’s first novel has been 
described as eloquent and evocative 
and was shortlisted for distinguished 
novelist Susan Hill’s Long Barn Books 
First Novel Award.

Alastair Maxwell-Irving, Head’s 
1949-1952, has had a keen interest 
in archaeology, early architecture 
and family history since he was 
very young. He has just completed 
The Border Towers of Scotland 2: 
Their Evolution and Architecture and 
kindly donated a copy to the College 
library. Although the major part of 
his professional life has been spent 
in heavy industry (latterly as Special 
Projects Manager for major water 
supply projects around the world), 
much of his spare time during the 
last 60 years has been devoted to the 
study of castles and tower houses, 
and in particular the towers of the 
Scottish Borders, the once turbulent 
region of Scotland where many of 
his ancestors lived, eking out a living 
from livestock and merchant trade, 
whilst at the same time being ever 
mindful of the danger of invasions 
from across the Border or rivalry from 
clans nearer to hand. It was these 
ever present dangers that made the 
security of tower houses an everyday 
necessity.

In pursuing this interest, Alastair 
has undertaken some extensive 
site excavations; made detailed 
site records in photographs and 
measured drawings; done extensive 
original research; published many 

reports; produced a major volume 
on the towers of the West March (the 
predecessor to this volume); and 
made contributions to other books 
and journals. He also worked in close 
collaboration with the staff of the 
Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland 
for some 40 years, and is indebted 
to both them and staff at Historic 
Scotland for much invaluable help 
and encouragement during that time.

He is by profession a Chartered 
Engineer, now retired, and a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries of 
London and a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of Scotland. In 2003 he 
received the Nigel Tranter Memorial 
Award for his earlier volume on the 
Border Towers of West March.

Chris Tabraham, Former Principal 
Historian, Historic Scotland (retired) 
commented: Alastair has produced 
a masterly tome, engagingly written 
and lavishly illustrated with plans 
and photographs, most in colour. For 
those of us fascinated by Scotland’s 
medieval castles, for those with 
Borders blood coursing through their 
veins, and for those living in the 
Scottish Borders today, this book is a 
must.

Copies cost £55 and can be ordered 
from: a.maxwellirving@gmail.com

Stories from
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We were pleased to hear from Jack 
Chalkley, Field’s 1961-1966, about his 
recent book:

The Content of Psychological Distress 
draws on my career as an NHS 
clinical psychologist. I trained at the 
Institute of Psychiatry, then worked 
over the ensuing 30 years in different 
public mental health settings: 
psychiatric hospitals, GP surgeries, 
community mental health teams 
and specialist psychological therapy 
services. 

I went up to Cambridge to study 
history pretty fired up, my heart, 
before long, set on writing a great 
work on the French Third Republic. 
I had been really rather well taught 
at Lancing (reflected in the book’s 
dedication), but had managed 
nonetheless to approach my studies 
at the university in – let’s call it 
- a strategically inept way with 
consequent setbacks.

Even so, having taken advantage of 
the umpteen second chances availed 
me in those easier times, profiting 
from enviably low fees and kindly 
family support, I found myself at 
the end of my 20s studying at one of 
London’s postgraduate institutes at an 
optimistic time in the development of 
my subject and my profession. 

We are the creatures of our 
times, and for years our times in 
mental health were dominated 
by an over-reliance on notions of 
illness, treatment, and the power 
of classificatory systems. Now they 
seem too much regulated by set 
protocols and standardised packages. 
Professional ways and means are 
increasingly called into question, 
while health service managers, facing 
growing demand, strapped for cash 
and ever more accountable, yearn for 
whatever will bring them the illusion 
of order, simplicity and control. 

My book is a bit of a rallying call. It 
argues that counsellors and clinicians 
working psychologically should 
build on the concerns patients bring 
rather than the disorders practitioners 
postulate they have. I argue that 
this, at least, is where things should 
start. Thereafter, I insist that it is 
still possible to remain attentive and 
personal, while at the same time 
clear-headed and systematic. If you 
are interested in taking up any of the 
ideas in this book with me, my email 
is j.uzdrow@gmail.com

The Content of Psychological Distress 
is published by Palgrave Macmillan, 
price £23.99; less on Amazon.

Keith	Killby,	Cavaliere	Ufficiale,	
OBE, Head’s 1930–1934, has written 
his autobiography called In Combat, 
Unarmed: the Memoir of a World War II 
Soldier and Prisoner of War. Keith, now 
aged 99, has led an extraordinary life 
since leaving Lancing; from the family 
business at Smithfield meat market to 
work experience in New Zealand, to 
working in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps (RAMC), a non-combatant 
corps which reflected his views as 
a conscientious objector, to being a 
prisoner of war in Italy, to founding 
the Monte San Martino Trust. Keith 
felt very strongly that as he was not 
playing a combatant role in the war he 
would have to do everything possible 
to help maintain the peace that others 
would have so dearly won. During 
his service with the RAMC he wrote 
an essay entitled ‘Peace – what then?’ 
which discussed what might happen 
after the war and considered what 
actions might be necessary to avoid 

the possibility of such atrocities in the 
future. He felt that every child should 
learn one language other than their own 
so that they could meet and understand 
those from other countries and build 
up friendships across frontiers.

Keith founded the Monte San 
Martino Trust in 1989 with other 
veterans of the Second World War. 
The trust awards English language 
study bursaries to Italians, aged 18-
25, in recognition of the courage and 
sacrifice of the Italian country people 
who rescued thousands of escaping 
Allied POWs after the Armistice in 
1943. It is supported by former POWs 
and the second and third generations 
of their families, many of whom keep 
in touch with the Italian families who 
gave refuge to those escaping. In 
recognition of his years of service to 
Anglo-Italian relations, in 2001 Keith 
was awarded the OBE and in 2002 he 
was honoured with the Italian title of 
Cavaliere Ufficiale. 

If you would like to read Keith’s 
whole life story the ISBN number 
is 978-0-9576102-0-0 or the book is 
available on the trust website: 
www.msmtrust.org.uk

OL Authors
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LOBFC DINNER
After a hugely successful event in 
2015, the LOBFC annual dinner will 
again be at Stamford Bridge. The date 
for your diary is Friday 6 May 2016. 
We hope to have a famous 1980-90s 
UK-based international footballer as 
the guest speaker, following in the 
footsteps of Alan Mullery. 

The LOBFC are also pleased to 
announce their inaugural Domestic 
Tour to take place post-season in 
2016. This tour will happen every 
other year in between the traditional 
International Tour and will visit an 
iconic UK city on each occasion. 
More details to follow in the OL 
e-newsletter in January and the Lent 
Term 2016 edition of The Quad.

DIGITAL ARCHIVE GOES LIVE
Thanks to funds from the Foundation 
our digital archive section is now up 
and running online and can be viewed 
here: www.lancingcollegearchives.co.uk

You will need to request a login 
from our Archivist, Lesley Edwards 
(email ledwards@lancing.org.uk), and 
then you will be able to browse the 
various categories of archives. 

Lesley writes: It will be possible, at 
the click of a 21st century mouse, to 
view archives hitherto filed away in 
drawers and boxes. Several decades 
of the school magazine have been 
digitised,including the earliest edition 
from 1877, those from the First World 
War years, and the 1950s and 1960s. 
These can all be found using the 
search facility.

If any OLs are interested in 
supporting this initiative further, 
we would be delighted to hear from 
you so that we can gradually add 
all the remaining years to the digital 
collection.

We have recently had a visit from 
Andrea Stone, who is the daughter of 
Walter Morris, Sanderson’s 1913-
1915. Walter survived the First World 
War in a POW camp and Andrea 
brought along various letters and 
postcards of the camp that her father 
had kept. The two images here are 
from this collection and demonstrate 
why it is so important to preserve 
archives digitally as well as in the 
traditional way, so that they will be 
available for many generations to 
come. 

PROFESSIONAL GROUPS
The ‘Lancing Professionals’ met twice 
this term. The first occasion was for 
our esteemed group of lawyers at 
Charles Russell Speechlys LLP, kindly 
hosted by Bart Peerless, Gibbs’ 
1982-1987. As Bart noted: “The list 
of OL lawyers is very impressive (it 
impressed everyone here who saw 
it) and over the last century or so 
the school has produced some of 
the greatest lawyers the country has 
known. Lancing should be very proud 
of its legal heritage.”

The second meeting was in fact the 
first for our Land Management group 
and kindly hosted by Nigel Wheeler, 
Olds 1963-1968, at The Farmers Club. 
It brought together an interesting 
group of farming specialists from all 
over the country and made us aware 
that their interest in agriculture and 
the outdoors was nurtured on the 
Lancing estate.
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Forthcoming Events for OLs and Parents 2016
Event 

Lancing Association Annual Dinner
Cambridge Reunion
The Evelyn Waugh Lecture and Foundation Dinner:
    Guest Speaker - Selina Hastings
Over 60s Spring Lunch
LOBFC Dinner
The Old Lancing Club AGM and Summer Reception
1848 Legacy Society Lunch
Edinburgh Reunion
The Associations’ Dinner
2016 Leavers’ Ball
Reunion for 2006, 1996 and 1986 Leavers
10th Anniversary Celebration of Sankey’s for Girls

Venue 

Lancing College
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge
Lancing College

The Athenaeum, London
Stamford Bridge, London
London
Lancing College
Edinburgh
Lancing College
Lancing College
London
Lancing College

Date 

12 February
March/April TBC

21 April

28 April
6 May

12 May
21 May

3 June
7 June
1 July

July TBC
15 October

Images from the College Archive

With thanks to all of those who got in touch to identify the boys of Second’s House from c1960: 
Back: Richard Handford, Christopher Berridge, Christopher Wiggens, Charles Paton, Ian Couper, Ian Toombs
Front:	David	Owlett,	Anthony	Jessop	Price,	Brian	Newenham,	Donald	Parsons,	Tom	Harris,	John	Scott	Roberts

A LASTING NOTE ...
We were delighted to catch up with 
Rowan Kitchen, Field’s 2010-2015, 
who visited the College in November 
to watch Amadeus (see page 27). Multi-
instrumentalist Rowan also brought 
with her a new baritone saxophone, 
generously donated by her family 
as a thank you to the College, and 
especially to the Music Department 
where she enjoyed spending much 
of her time. The ‘bari’ was played for 
the first time at the Advent Concert, 
reviewed on page 34. 

Rowan is pictured here with 
Director of Music, Dr Ian Morgan-
Williams (left) and Graduate Assistant, 
Music, Mr Chris Langworthy.



DID YOU KNOW that Lancing College has a working farm
which the students help to maintain and run?

As part of the process, we regularly have lamb, mutton
and pork for sale. This includes bacon, sausages,

gammon and usual cuts of meat.

For further information, 
or to place an order for some free range meat,

please contact the Farm Manager, Jon Hutcheon on:
jhutcheon@lancing.org.uk

Simply email your requirements and we will advise you
of availability and price.

 
We are also happy to supply trade outlets, and have

livestock for sale from time to time.

Delicious Free Range
Pork and Lamb for sale

www.lancingcollege.co.uk

ESTATE
Lancing College

PRODUCE


