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Welcome to the 2024 edition of The 
Lancing Geographer. Within this Journal 
there are articles on a wide variety of 
topics centred around Geography. Some 
of these are projects edited and 
shortened by us, written by Upper Sixth 
formers who study A Level Geography, 
and other articles that students 
volunteered to do out of their interest in 
this particular subject!   
  
¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŎƛƴƎΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
highlight many fascinating topics, from 
WŀǇŀƴΩǎ wƛƴƎ ƻŦ CƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the Emirates Stadium. It also includes a 
glimpse into the amazing experiences that 
come from the trips that the Lancing 
College Geography Department has held 
over the past year, such as the Barcelona 
trip for Lower Sixth form Geography 
students in February, which we all very 
much enjoyed.   
  
For any students who are currently 
considering taking Geography as one of 
their subject choices for either GCSE, A 
Level, or even at University, this journal is 
an insight to how geography is the most 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ 
studying it in greater depths will be useful 
for your future, but also give you some 
amazing experiences and memories. 
 
Manon E, Matilde G, Emily B and Ruby T. 
 

The Editorial Board. 
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In March 2024 a group of geographers 

from Lancing College went on a trip to 

Morrocco, a mountainous country of 

western North Africa that lies directly 

across the Strait of Gibraltar from Spain. 

We arrived in Marrakech and after 

checking in to our hotel we left to walk into 

the city. On the way we got a sense of place 

and discovered how many motorcycles 

drive down the narrow streets with 

pedestrians. From the very beginning there 

were obvious and very stark differences 

between the streets of Marrakech and the 

streets of England were used to. The most 

obvious difference being the inequality 

and poverty in Morocco. 

A stop to admire the Koutoubia Mosque 

was included on our walk followed by a 

visit to the Medina Herbal apothecary, 

where we were shown various spices, and 

cosmetic products that they produce 

there. We learnt about the importance of 

the argan oil production to Morocco as 

well as the traditional importance of some 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩ- a 

bag of spices for clearing colds, which we 

were told could be found in any household. 

Traditional spices and herbs are much 

preferred over the medication were more 

used to seeing in England. After that we 

had some time to explore the souks and 

ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ƘŀƎƎƭƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

locals there often rely in tourism for 

income so often overprice the items being 

sold. The markets were an exciting cultural 

Geography field trip to Morocco! 

Holly M 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/nation-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-Africa
https://www.britannica.com/place/Strait-of-Gibraltar
https://www.britannica.com/place/Spain
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experience, as were the snake charmers in 

the Jemaa El-Fnaa square. We then headed 

back to the hotel and had our first (of 

many) tagines.  

The following morning, we into the bus and 

met our wonderful tour guide Latifa, who 

was a big part of our trip. We drove from 

Marrakech through the Atlas Mountains, 

taking in the countryside and landscape. 

We stopped to see the Canal du Rocade, a 

key water supply to Marrakech and Latifa 

explained to us the importance of water 

due to its scarcity, and the ways in which 

water is irrigated in Morocco through 

channels. For lunch we stopped in Taddert 

for our second tagine. That afternoon we 

visited the Ait Benhaddou Kasbar world 

heritage site, a setting which has been 

used as a film set for many movies. Then 

we headed to Ouarzazate for our second 

night before going into the desert. 

The next morning on our way 

to Zagora we stopped at a date 

farm. The owner showed us 

how he manages the water. As 

well as growing dates, the farm 

produced broad beans and 

carrots, using man made 

irrigation channels to water the 

crops of the farm. He climbed a 

palm tree and showed us how 

he manually pollinates the 

female flowers with the stigmas from the 

male palm trees. We learnt that the taller 

palm trees were the female ones, able to 

grow the dates and that the male palm 

trees were the shorter ones. We then 

headed on to Zagora where we would 
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meet our methods of travel for the 

journey, camels. After successfully getting 

onto the camels, we rode into the desert 

where we would stay in a camp for the 

night. Later we all climbed a dune to 

watch the sunset before heading back 

down to the camp for our fourth tagine. 

After eating dinner in the tent, we 

gathered around a campfire for 

traditional entertainment by the people 

who ran the camp, involving drums, 

singing and dancing. The teachers 

particularly enjoyed this part of the trip! 

The night we spent in the desert was 

definitely a bucket list moment and not 

something any of us will forget soon. 

We woke up early after a rather cold 

night, to watch the sunrise from the dunes 

before breakfast. We then got back on the 

camels and reconnected with the bus. We 

spent the afternoon visiting Tamegroute, 

a subterranean village, where they hand 

make clay and pottery in outdoor kilns. 

The different shades of green and blue 

were explained to us, and the process of 

walking to where the river is for the clay 

to make the pottery. Making the pottery is 

a tiresome job and since its all man made 

the prices were much higher (for good 

reason) than they would be in England 

and other higher income countries. We 

arrived back in Ouarzazate, before making 

our way back to Marrakech the next 

evening. The next day we visited a women 

run argan oil factory where we could see 

the way they crushed the argan nut, after 
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which we returned to Marrakech for our 

final night. 

The last day was spent at the Douar Ouled 

Elguern village, a very rural and traditional 

settlement. When we arrived, we had 

some breakfast and traditional Moroccan 

mint tea, before splitting into groups to 

help make bread, couscous or tagine. 

Others helped to make bricks. After lunch 

we spent the afternoon with the children 

who lived in the village. They showed us 

their school and the adults showed us 

various jobs that had to be done in the 

village such as baking bread, cooking with 

a tagine and building the houses. To do 

these tasks they split us into groups of boys 

and girls (boys building bricks and girls 

doing various cooking task) this showed us 

how traditional gender roles are valued in 

the communities much more than they are 

back home in England.  

The children showed us games like hide 

and seek, football, and handshakes. As well 

as this we drew on the ground with them. 

A main theme we found is that in Morocco 

family is held above everything else. Taking 

care of relatives is extremely important 

and support within communities is vital 

especially considering the lower standard 

of living and often very trying conditions, 

for example the women cooking made 

enough food for the whole village. 

Everything is considered a group 

effort. 

We continued to the airport, 

before flying home. Our field trip to 

Morocco was unforgettable and 

was thoroughly enjoyed by all of us. 

Holly M is an UVI Geographer who 

will be studying geography at 

university next year. 
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UVI Geographer and football fan Harry S 

investigates the success of the 

regeneration of this iconic stadium.  

The aim of this investigation is to 

determine whether the urban 

regeneration project of the Emirates 

Stadium in the area of Highbury and 

Islington was a successful one. Urban 

regeneration is when investment is made 

into an area to develop it into a more 

appealing area. 

Prior to my investigation, my hypothesis 

was that overall, the regeneration project 

of Emirates Stadium is a success to an 

extent, with a small portion of opinions 

being of regret in moving from Highbury 

Stadium, due to its traditional aspects, 

which the modern Emirates perhaps lacks. 

Also included in my investigation I will 

answer the following sub-questions which 

link to my main overarching question. 

Would people be willing to pat to visit the 

area?  Is the land use better now or post 

completion of the emirates? Is the 

environment better in the new Emirates 

area a good? I think that through 

exploring these questions, I will gauge a 

better understanding of the success of the 

regeneration project.  

The geographical purpose of my 

investigation is to discover data, in the 

forms of a willingness to pay style survey 

which is a set of questions I asked 

members of the public regarding their 

perception of the Highbury and Islington 

Emirates Stadium: A regeneration success? 

Harry S 
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area as a whole. Also, specifically 

the area directly surrounding 

Emirates Stadium, and whether 

they would pay to access this 

area, showing whether their 

perception of the place and its 

regeneration is still a success 

today. Also, I will be carrying out 

an Environmental Quality Survey 

(EQS) and land use comparisons.  

Additionally, I used this Project for Public 

Spaces (PPS) wheel which represents 

Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

used to evaluate places globally, by 

measuring different attributes of four key 

qualities: sociability, uses and activities, 

comfort and image and access and 

linkages. My project was influenced by 

this wheel by measuring various attributes 

indicated in the wheel such as 

environmental data, the litter levels and 

traffic data to help assess the success of 

the regeneration.  

I also gathered more secondary data by 

using DataNation to find a map of the area 

pre-regeneration and compared it to a 

modern-day map. I used this method so I 

could clearly understand how the area has 

changed.  

Social inequality impacts people and 

places in different ways. In the area 

surrounding the Emirates in 

Islington are areas of inequality 

which are prevalent through a 

combination of several factors. 

One being that with the 

instillation of the stadium bought 

with it large and expensive blocks 

of modern flats. This meant that it 

drew the house owners of the 

area out of the area, as house 

prices and rent went goes up, and 
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home owners jumped on this proposition, 

yet creating social inequality in the 

process. The lower income, rent paying 

residents were driven out of the area not 

being able to afford these expensive 

prices, and newer, wealthier people 

moved in, in a process called 

gentrification. In parts this damaged the 

sense of place and community within 

Islington. Some residents I spoke to in my 

ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƻǳƭΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

was lost from about 2004 onwards, 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǎƻǳƭΩ 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳntil the recent 

resurgence in the results and success 

of Arsenal, in which the fanbase have 

compared the current atmosphere 

around the place to what it used to 

be in the days of Highbury, when the 

levels of social equality were much 

lower, if there was any at all.   

This method was successful as maps 

are a formal representation of a 

place, providing valid, factual and 

empirical data/evidence. However, 

detailed maps can be hard to 

interpret, so some data may be 

unseen. Especially the map from 

1950, as it is quite difficult to 

interpret and see differences 

between that and the modern day 

map. This is a limitation to my data 

collection as these maps I have access to 

do not provide the perfect basis for 

forming a comparison.   

Overall, my investigation into the 

regeneration of the Emirates stadium 

project went well, it has given me a 

greater understanding of the impacts of 

regenerating an area as my carrying out of 

data collection and then analysing this 
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data led me to a better situation then I 

started in. Being such a modern area, I 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

perceptions to have a more positive 

response, however my results showed me 

that despite its positive intentions, 

ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭways have 

completely positive outcomes, but I did 

expect a minor blip in the opinions as the 

ǇƭŀŎŜΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

damaged not lost for 

the football club. The 

people, (majority 

being fans and locals) 

would unknowingly 

link the atmosphere of 

the football ground to 

the success of it, 

especially on a matchday.  Arsenal fans 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ IƛƎƘōǳǊȅΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ 

superior to that of the Emirates, although 

of recently with the rise of Mikel Arteta at 

the helm of Arsenals revolution, the 

atmosphere has improved significantly. 

My data is time and place specific and 

therefore I cannot generalise my findings 

to other regenerated locations and can 

only make tentative and personal 

conclusions based on this area. I collected 

my data during the summer holidays so 

the information may be biased, and taking 

into account my views on the project, as 

in my mind I had an answer already in my 

head, being one of many arsenal fans in 

my family, with relatives coming out of 

this area of North London of generations 

previous.    

Regeneration is predominantly about  

changing a space and giving it meaning, 

making it into a place. So for my project, 

turning the pretty barren Ashburton 

Grove, a waste facility into 

Arsenal football clubs shiny 

new toy: Emirates Stadium. 

My data shows that this 

regeneration has changed 

an area of industrial use to 

a location buzzing with 

atmosphere and 

architecturally and environmentally 

pristine. This therefore, to an extent 

agrees with my hypothesis, as people do 

love the transformation of the space into 

a place, but there is a minority who take a 

more traditionalist view and do not like 

seeing a new hub for business and 

collation of people, but prefer the more 

lowkey, less flashy waste facility.  

  

Harry S is an UVI Geographer and 

completed this research as part of his A 

Level studies. 

 

Regeneration is 

predominantly about 

changing a space and giving it 

meaning, making it into a 

place. 
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Cognac, Eau de vie, is a brandy originating 

from a town named Cognac. UVI 

Geographer F investigates how the 

success of the Cognac brandy industry has 

ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ 

of place.  

  

The commune of Cognac was previously 

known for being a medieval military town, 

however has now been made famous 

worldwide for the boom in the Cognac 

industry. Proof of this is not hard to find, 

as one of the first results when 

researching the word Cognac is: ά¢ƘŜ 

name cognac is famous the world over for 

the fine French brandy made from white 

ǿƛƴŜ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΦ !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ŎƻƎƴŀŎ 

the drink is a major part of visiting the 

Cognac Geography: A sense of place 

Felix G 
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ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ /ƻƎƴŀŎΦέ όWŀƴƛƴŜ aŀǊǎƘΣ ΨThe 

DƻƻŘ [ƛŦŜ CǊŀƴŎŜΩ, 2019)  

  

I am very interested in how places change 

with large overarching companies looming 

over them, and this was the perfect 

example to me. The advantage is that I 

can ask questions of both the French 

population and the mostly English 

tourists. 

The beginning point pictured here is the 

ǎƻǳǘƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ.ƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘ 

5ŜƴŦŜǊǘ wƻŎƘŜǊŜŀǳΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

investigation began. As part of 

my investigations, I did 

questionnaires for the local 

people, as well as 

environmental quality surveys 

at a variety of locations. I also 

wanted to see where people in 

the town had come from so I 

carried out a number plate 

survey to see where the cars 

had been registered. 

  

The environmental quality 

surveys show the income the 

town has at its disposal to 

upkeep the past history of 

itself, along with the ability to 

build new properties.  

For example, the Musée des 

Savoire-Faire du Cognac is a highly 

developed property, comparable to some 

seen in cities like Barcelona- e.g. the 

Barcelona Maritime Museum.  

  

According to the surveys, the town has a 

generally high level of upkeep, 

consistently scoring the highest of 5 on 

every street, albeit in different areas. The 

street of the Mairie has reliably the 

highest ratings on general quality- 

unsurprisingly, as it is the epicentre and 

main point of the town. The Rue du 
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Canton is a contrast to this, being a solely 

pedestrian street with small businesses 

along it. This street received worse ratings 

for litter and green space, but obviously 

the highest for traffic and pollution.  

  

Considering that the Cognac industry 

(along with subsidiaries and tourist 

locations) makes up for the majority of 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

majority of the upkeep of the town comes 

from that money, especially the tourism 

sector- which, in France, has the income 

of the industry usually fed back to the 

Mairie. From this, the council can then 

allocate money 

to the upkeep 

of the town.  

 

Not to 

mention, many 

the buildings 

around the 

centre of the 

town, 

especially in the streets around the 

mairie, have something to do with the 

brandy industry. For example, the fifteen 

Cognac houses around the commune- 

several being the largest buildings by far 

in the area- or the numerous museums, 

shops and tourist attractions located 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ ŦƻǳǊΩ 

Cognac houses each bring in an incredible 

amount of money, namely Hennessy, 

Courvoisier, Rémy Martin and Martell (in 

rough order of income & quality). 

Hennessy is by far the most lucrative, 

selling over 100 million bottles and 8 

million nine-liter caskets a year (Statistica, 

2020) and is located along the riverbank, 

on the Rue Maurice Hennessy.  

The entire quay on the riverside is named 

after a man of the Hennessy family, 

namely the grandson of the original 

founder: Richard Hennessy. This shows 

the infiltration of not only Cognac but 

even the 

separate 

houses within 

the town have 

on the area. As 

a French article 

coroborates, 

άƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ 

the start of the 

year, the 

reconstruction works of the historic 

IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅ ǎƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜέ ό/ƘŀǊŜƴǘŜ[ƛōǊŜΣ 

2023). This monumental project is a 

restoration and expansion of the old 

castle, and will overlook many other 

buildings and take up much of the area, 

throwing everything around into shadow.  
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 This shows the great wealth of the 

Cognac industries- they are changing the 

shape of the town around themselves. It 

has also evidently changed external 

perceptions, as my survey taken in 

England showed.  

Contrarily, the data from the 

questionnaire displays a different set of 

data: the citizens themselves feel less that 

the brand affects their sense of place, and 

ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǊ 

indeed have never considered it in that 

way. Most of the housing is not near to 

the larger Cognac locations, save from the 

historic Rémy Martin 

house which is near the 

south of the centre of the 

town. The locals 

themselves, which do 

make up most of the 

population (~92%), seem 

to not be as affected by the 

Cognac businesses, and 

they cannot be reasoned as being just 

άǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 

development of both historical and 

practical locations- for example the 

Hennessy restoration- means that the 

businesses are constantly expanding and 

taking more land. This is proven by the 

incredible and constant level of income 

the companies receive. Contrarily, the 

businesses are slowing down, as the 

owner of Hennessy confirms: their sales 

are down 4% since last year, and though 

Cognac sales are on a decline the 

companies still have great, lasting 

influence in the town. Sense of place 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

experience, age, birth country and 

(importantly) residence. The people who 

live within the town often consider it 

surprisingly as not affecting their sense of 

place. The pedestrian survey and study I 

ŘƛŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƻŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ 

this, as people generally feel outwardly in 

a good mood, no one 

seems unhappy with 

the space around 

them, and many 

stopped to enjoy it, 

especially at the 

chateau, church, and 

riverside.  

  

The environmental quality surveys proved 

to show that though the central streets 

are thickly intertwined and multitudinous, 

the council keeps them mostly well kept. 

9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ wǳŜ 5ΩLǎƭŜ ŘΩhǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

process of having works and building, was 

well-kept, with only a few instances of 

graffiti. The town evidently has had 

 

This shows the great wealth 

of the Cognac industries- they 

are changing the shape of the 

town around themselves. 
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enough money at its disposal for the 

upkeep of the area. When the fact that a 

large (purposefully anonymous) amount 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƛǊƛŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

gained from the Cognac business and any 

resulting subsidiaries and tourist 

industries (asked directly from a source 

within the Mairie) is taken into 

consideration, it confirms the previous 

statement.  

  

The streets of Rue du Canton 

and the Rue du Mairie, 

understandably, being the most 

populated and most important 

streets in the centre of the city 

respectively. Many of these 

people are doubtlessly French, 

and even more so from the 

nearby area, as the number 

plate survey shows. The 

questionnaires taken from 

people in this area however did 

not change in terms of the spread of 

results: The same sort of people of similar 

age answering with the same kind of 

opinions. From this we can find that even 

though the industries are shaping the 

town around themselves, people still 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ- ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

about it that way. Curiously, the people of 

Cognac do not seem to mind that the 

entire reputation of their town comes 

from a single type of brandy- a subversion 

of what I had originally expected.  

  

Looking deeper at the town and its 

history, we can discover even more 

information as to the background of the 

town in relation to the drink. The quality 

of the church is high and the building is 

relatively large, along with the town 

having the remains of a small-scale French 
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castle. The castle and church are both 

expected to be built around 1030, 

hundreds of years before the introduction 

of the spirit. The castle, in combination 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǘŜŀǳ ŘΩ!ƴƎƻǳƭŜƳŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

major residence for Edward, Prince of 

Wales between 1366 and 1370. The castle 

fell into a ruined state several times, 

hence the cobbled-together nature, 

mostly before the drink was introduced. 

However, the castle was put up as 

national property in preparation for 

demolition- only to be purchased by 

Baron Otard and his associate Dupuy for 

the purpose of Cognac cellars. Today, 

Otard itself is owned by Bacardi, and the 

castle by the Bacardi-Martini group, 

however the castle is still marketed solely 

ŀǎ άIƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴ hǘŀǊŘ /ƻƎƴŀŎǎέ ƻƴ 

the ŎŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ 

another layer of great complication to the 

results, as the historical information 

conflicts with both itself and my research, 

and that is very interesting.  

 

Felix G is an UVI Geographer and 

conducted this research for his Geography 

A Level project.  

  

UVI .Ŝƴ /Ωǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ΨaƻōƛƭŜ 

9ŀǊǘƘΩ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ: άDry River Bed below 

²ƘƛǘŦƛŜƭŘ Dƛƭƭ CƻǊŎŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭέ. 
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UVI Geographer Holly looks to discover 

what impacts tourists have had on two 

towns in Cornwall, St Ives and Redruth.  

Cornwall is a popular UK holiday 

destination. My project looks at the 

differences between St Ives, which is a 

popular town for visitors, and Redruth a 

less known town about a 30-minute drive 

from St Ives. By exploring the 

environmental quality of both areas, I will 

draw conclusions as to whether differences 

are due to tourist activity. 

¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨIƻǿ Ƙŀǎ 

tourism affected St Ives compared to 

wŜŘǊǳǘƘΚΩΦ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

quality in St Ives to either be better 

because the tourists bring in money, 

which would fund the general appearance 

and upkeep of the town and the streets, 

or worse because of impacts from tourists 

such as litter, pollution, noise etc. 

However, in Redruth I expected the 

environmental quality to be lower than 

the data for St Ives, because of the decline 

the town experienced after the tin mines 

closed. I expected St Ives to be more 

globalised ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ΨŎƭƻƴŜ ǘƻǿƴΩ to 

appeal to more tourists. Clone towns are 

where the globalisation has happened to 

such an extent that all the highstreets 

look the same and contain the same chain 

stores. 

I took 4 streets in each town which were 

prechosen using a map and walked down 

Tourism in Cornwall: St Ives and Redruth 

Holly M 
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the road. I counted how many of the 

houses had a sign on the outside 

displaying that it was a holiday home. I 

wanted to see if there were a lot of 

holiday homes, or more in one town than 

the other. A specific type of gentrification 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇǊoject is 

Ψ!ƛǊōƴōƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 

buy second homes, make the area more 

expensive to live in. 

The ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ ƛƴ 

both locations. 

To measure the globalisation of these 

areas I noted down a list of what chain 

shops I could see. 

Data analysis 

I found that there was no significant 

difference in the environmental quality 

between the two places as the result was 0. 

This shows that overall, the distribution of 

environmental quality in both places was 

even. This was an unexpected result as I 

expected a difference to compare.  

Aside from the data as well, having been 

in both towns, the environmental quality 

This graph below shows the average sale price of houses 

in the Redruth area, by year (highest- £350,000) 
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ǿŀǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊǎǘΩ places 

appeared in worse condition in Redruth. 

The data collected shows that Redruth has 

17 chain shops and St Ives has 13 chain 

shops however none of the chains in 

Redruth were international. 4/13 shops 

noted in St Ives are international brands, 

suggesting that St Ives has more global 

connections than Redruth. The data I 

collected from the 8 streets show a large 

difference in the type of population 

between St Ives and Redruth. Overall in 

the 4 streets I collected data in, there 

were 77 holiday homes. This shows that 

the distribution of second owned homes is 

high in density. There were 0 holiday 

homes in the streets I surveyed in 

Redruth. This suggests that more tourists 

are attracted to St Ives than Redruth, and 

that St Ives is able to accommodate this. 

Conclusion 

Considering all the above, it is apparent 

that Redruth experienced decline and that 

St Ives is yet to reach that point. Another 

article from Cornwall Live written by Joel 

Day and Lisa Letcher revealed that, based 

on average house prices, Redruth was 

once one of the affluent parts of the 

world due to the mining industry, it is now 

the most affordable place to live in 

Cornwall, further suggesting decline. The 

apparent decline of Redruth further 

implies what the environmental quality 

could be like compared to St Ives. 

These graphs of house prices show the 

average prices properties that have been 

sold since 1995. The average prices in St 

Ives in recent years have been 

approximately double than in Redruth. 

This shows how house prices have 

massively increased in St Ives, very likely 

due to the influx of second homes, that 

leaves an insufficient amount of 

homes for prospective or 

current residents.  

In a separate article by 

George Monbiot for The 

Guardian, he wrote that since 

the pandemic, people have 

had the realisation to put 

their second homes in the 

UK, on Airbnb, bringing me 

The graph below shows the average sale price of houses in the 

St Ives area, by year (highest- £500,000) 
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back to Dr Robert Atkinsons theory of the 

new variant of gentrification, 

Airbnbification, where neighbourhoods 

and towns are changing. 

How does the environmental quality 

differ between St Ives and Redruth? 

Statistically there is no difference 

however there are areas within each town 

where the environmental quality is better 

than other areas. St Ives overall had less 

run-down areas than Redruth did, and the 

ΨōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ wŜŘǊǳǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

similar to the worser parts of St Ives 

where I collected data.  

How globalised are the high streets/main 

areas in St Ives and Redruth? 

As I expected, there were more 

international companies in St Ives. They 

both contained the typical British high 

street types of shops like The Post Office. 

The more international brand shops in St 

Ives like Superdry, Timberland and 

Havainas suggested more global 

connections than in Redruth, where there 

were not any international companies. 

LΩǾŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ LǾŜǎ ƛǎ 

more globalised than Redruth. 

Holiday home count- do a lot of tourists 

stay in second owned homes? 

The results were very clear with 0 counted 

holiday homes in Redruth. But the 

overwhelming number in St Ives shows 

that this is an issue for the town as 

because it has become riddled with 

holiday homes, Airbnbs or just second 

owned homes. 

How has tourism affected St Ives 

compared to Redruth in Cornwall? 

It is evident that St Ives has been affected 

by tourists more than Redruth. The 

environmental quality in St Ives in places 

where the scores were good, suggest 

funding to the general upkeep, and it is 

likely that the source of income for this 

came from the tourists themselves as they 

have contributed to the economy of St 

Ives. The lack of tourism to Redruth has 

resulted in the decline of the town, and 

factors such as paint peeling, broken 

windows and buildings are a result of a 

lack of funding to the area to fix these 

things.  

The land use survey leads me to believe 

that the shops in Redruth cater to the 

population as there were several 

independent shops and cafes, betting 

shops, a Funeralcare shop, and some 

standard UK chain shops, suggesting there 

are not many visitors. Whereas in St Ives, 

there were lots of art shops, restaurants 
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and ice cream shops, as well as 

international brand shops, which leads me 

to believe that these shops and amenities 

are intentional to attract and cater to the 

tourist population. 

The amount of holiday homes in St Ives 

again strongly suggests how tourists have 

affected the town. The streets are riddled 

with holiday homes and in some streets, 

every house is rented in the holidays. 

Redruth had no holiday homes showing 

that while the presence of tourists has a 

clear effect on one town, a lack of tourists 

also impacts the makeup of the shops. I 

think while the impacts on St Ives have 

had some negative effects, the town is 

thriving economically and attracts lots of 

visitors.   

Evaluation 

Overall, I think that my project and field 

work was successful, the data that I 

collected represented and showed what I 

was looking for. I think that for answering 

the main title question, the data on holiday 

homes was best for showing how the 

population of tourists differs between St 

Ives and Redruth, but combined with the 

environmental quality survey and land use 

survey the information allowed me to see 

how the physical town and buildings are 

adapted to tourism or lack of. However, I 

think because the holiday home count 

proved to be so significant, that I should 

have collected more data for this. I also 

think that the streets and areas I chose to 

collect data in in the two towns could 

have been more purposefully chosen to 

go from central to outwards to show the 

distribution of environmental quality 

rather than the averages, which result in 

statistically insignificant results. 
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DŜǊŀƎƘǘȅ [ƛŀƳ Ψ²Ƙȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩ Wǳƭȅ нлнн 

Big Issue. 

WƻƴŜǎ {ƛƳƻƴ ΨwŜŘǊǳǘƘ aƛƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩ  

2023 cornish mining images.co.uk 

aƻƴōƛƻǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ Ψ{ŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ 

gross injustice, yet the government 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΩ нлнм ¢ƘŜ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΦ 

±ŜǊƎƴŀǳƭǘ hƭƛǾƛŜǊ Ψ{ǘ LǾŜǎ - a visitor's guide 

to the 'quintessential' Cornwall seaside 

ǘƻǿƴΩ нлнн /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭ [ƛǾŜΦ 

https://www.cornwalllive.com/whats-

on/whats-on-news/st-ives-visitors-guide-

quintessential-6893762 

 

Holly M is an UVI Geographer who is going to 

study geography at university. 

 

 

 

IV Form WƻŜ aΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƻōƛƭŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ άwƻŎƪŦŀŎŜ ŀǘ 

Monolithoǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜέΦ 
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A Level Geographer Manon investigates 

one of the deadliest natural disasters to 

hit Japan. 

On the 11th of March 2011, Northeastern 

Japan experienced a massive 9.0 

magnitude earthquake, one of the 

strongest ever recorded. 

Why does Japan get so many natural 

disasters? 

The archipelago (an area that contains a 

group of scattered islands) is situated 

along the Ring of Fire (a path along the 

Pacific Ocean with high volcanic and 

earthquake activity). Japan experiences 

extreme climatic variations which means 

they encounter climates that differ from 

average. For example, they get seasonal 

ƘŜŀǾȅ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇƘƻƻƴǎΦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ 

topography (the study of the arrangement 

of natural and physical landforms of an 

area) is rough and uneven. Japan is also 

located in the circum-Pacific zone, where 

many the volcanoes of the world are 

connected which is why Japan has 111 

active volcanoes right now.  

Super Typhoon Vera, 1959 

From the end of World War 2 (1945) to 

ώDǊŀō ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

quote from the document or use this space to 

JapanΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ƴatural disasters 

Manon E 



24 
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anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

the 1950s, Japan was hit by multiple 

earthquakes and typhoons. This was a 

fragile moment for Japan when all of 

WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ όŘǳŜ ǘƻ 

the war). As a result of this, around 1000 

lives were lost every year due to natural 

disasters.  

Super Typhoon Vera (also known as the 

Isewan Typhoon) occurred in September 

1959 and lasted a week. It started in the 

western Pacific Ocean between Guam and 

the southwest Pacific Island group of 

Chuuk. Typhoon Vera inflicted the 

Wakayama Prefecture 

with the highest wind 

speed being almost as 

high as 350 km/h.  

The day after the 

disaster, local 

government agencies 

provided rescue 

services to those without shelter and sent 

them to refugee shelters at public 

facilities like schools and government 

offices. By this day, the Japan Self-Defence 

Forces and the military forces of Japan 

(post WW2) helped evacuate victims and 

distributed supplies. This typhoon led to 

5,238 deaths, 149,187 homes destroyed, 

and there was 310km2 of flooding as a 

long-term consequence that lasted up to 4 

months. 

 The contaminated floodwaters all around 

the Wakayama Prefecture produced a 

huge outbreak of diseases like dysentery 

and gangrene. This also led to a decrease 

in the amount of fresh drinking water 

available. As the typhoon destroyed most 

of the food crop, there was food 

shortages. The result of the destruction of 

the food crop and the loss of the city and 

railway links created a huge economic 

suffering all throughout Japan. It was 

confirmed that 38,921 individuals went 

missing, and 1,596,855 

people were made 

homeless. The severe storm 

conditions caused the total 

damage to be ¥500-600 

billion (about 2.5 billion 

USD).  

At the time of the event, 

only 20-30% of the homes in the 

Wakayama Prefecture had access to 

telephones and television so, they relied 

on radio transmissions to receive 

communication and information on the 

event. However, the services were 

knocked out in the beginning, meaning 

 

The government declared 

September 1st ŀǎ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Disaster Prevention Day, where 

every year on that day, they have 

prevention drills across Japan. 
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many people were unaware of the 

upcoming typhoon.  

To prevent a natural disaster as severe as 

this in the future, the Japanese 

government put into law 2 acts: the Soil 

Conservation and the Flood Control 

Urgent Measures Act, and the Disaster 

Countermeasures Basic Act. These were 

put in place to reduce the impact of future 

natural disasters and efficiently help re-

establish areas that were heavily damaged 

by the typhoon. In 1961, the government 

declared September 1st ŀǎ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ 

National Disaster Prevention Day, where 

every year on that day, they have 

prevention drills across Japan. To prevent 

floods just like they experienced during 

this typhoon, designated flood defence 

areas were established in Nagoya. Nagoya 

is a city where there is almost no gradient 

which would mean if there were to ever 

be floodings, it would be hard to control 

and get rid of. 

Manon Evans is a LVI Geographer and on 

the Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the Barcelona 

Geography field trip 2024 with 

the LVI A Level Geography 

students. 
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Barcelona Geography field trip 2024 
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Barcelona Geography field trip 2024 
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LVI Geographer Ruby reports on a narrow 

escape from a dramatic series of wildfires in 

Greece. 

Establishment of wildfires An intensive 

heatwave began in the early days of July 

2023, which coated parts of south and 

east Europe in high temperatures and 

serve droughts.  

Rhodes, Kos, Heraklion, Santorini, Naxos, 

Athens, Zante, Corfu, Kalamaki and  

 

Thessaloniki were all affected by these 

severe weather conditions later resulting 

in wildfires spreading all over the Greek 

islands. Temperatures were at highs of 43 

degrees in peak times of the day in 

Kalamaki and lows of 37 degrees in Corfu.  

On top of this severe heat, large 

thunderstorms were expected Northeast 

of Rhodes; these were only short lived but 

still ferocious.  

Wildfire in Greece: A personal perspective 

Ruby T 
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The Forest Fires in Rhodes, Greece began 

on the 18th of July 2023. After an intensive 

heatwave starting early July Which overall 

led to the evacuation of 4 locations and 2 

resorts. The fires lasted approximately 

round 10 days.  

Cause of wildfires  

The main cause of this exploding set of 

wildfires across islands in Greece was due 

to extremely high temperatures. There 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŀƴŘΩ 

involved in the fires, as they sparked so 

rapidly and seemed to come from 

ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

left without further investigation. 

According to a senior crisis official, it was 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άсст ŦƛǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 

ƘǳƳŀƴǎέΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƻ !Ǌǎƻƴ ƻǊ 

negligence. After an investigation 79 

arrests were made late August after 

finding  people who may have been 

involved in the fires. 

Therefore, as a result these wildfires could 

have been caused by both factors, which 

would have led to a large outbreak on 

mass scale across the coast.  

 

Impacts  

19,000 people were evacuated from 

Rhodes Island. 16,000 people were said to 

have left by land and 3,000 left by sea. 6 

people were briefly treated in hospital 

due to respiratory problems from the 

smoke in the air. This was the largest 

evacuation to be recorded on the Greek 

islands. The island suffered from loss of 

tourism for a few months post fires, as 

people were taking safety precautions and 

reorganising or cancelling holidays to the 

island. This resulted in a loss of income to 

the area especially for resorts.  

14% percent of Rhodes was burnt which 

includes land, buildings and vegetation 

over a series of 10 days.  

The long-term aftermath resulted in 

135,000 hectares of forest and vegetation 

burned and more than 50,000 olive trees, 

many domestic animals and 

approximately 50 homes destroyed. This 

caused mass evacuation of tourists from 

the area, leaving many people shocked, 

traumatised and worried for their lives. As 

well as this people struggled with access 

to water, food and shelter due to 

evacuation.  
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My experience 

I left Rhodes, Greece on the 17th of July 

2023, the day before the wildfires began. 

On departure I noticed a very hot and 

humid air circulating the atmosphere at 

the resort we were staying at, on our 

phones we received a weather warning 

notification which 

expected intense 

weather conditions, but 

nothing like what actually 

happened. Everyone 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

seem to be concerned 

although there was 

chatter amongst families 

about protecting children from the severe 

heat conditions. Me and my sister made 

some friends who ended up staying at the 

resort longer, who were there to 

experience the wildfires. Days after we 

only found out that the event had 

happened due to being sent videos of 

them escorted out of the resort people 

running from smoky areas of the beach 

and the reception area, where everyone 

was gathered on the floor away from the 

danger.  

hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ άL 

was just walking out of lunch when I saw 

lots of people gathering round the beach 

all pointing towards the coast and talking, 

aŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 

was going on and as we passed more 

people, we could hear people discussing 

sights of heavy, thick grey smoke and 

intense fires moving closer to the resort, 

all I could see was people shouting for 

their kids to come with 

them and people running 

with their belongings to 

the reception area of our 

resort. After a long time 

waiting in the reception 

ŀǊŜŀǎΣ LΩŘ ǎŀȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ 

we were put on the back 

of cars and taken to an 

abandoned school further way from the 

wildfires for temporary stay. We slept the 

night on crash mats with quite a few other 

families, through the night I could hear 

lots going outside which made me quite 

on edge. I barely slept that night, I was 

only with my mum and I wanted to 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 

The following day were collected and 

taken to a resort an hour away from 

where we stayed that night. My mum 

booked us the next earliest flight out of 

the country, which was 4 days later, as no 

flights were being allowed in and out due 

to the weather conditions. We stayed in 

 

ά²Ŝ ǎƭŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŎǊŀǎƘ 

mats with quite a few other 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέΦ 
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the hotel for the time being and 

conditions were abnormal, 

unexpectedly. After 2 days it was said 

the conditions had calmed down 

which lightened the atmosphere of 

the resort we were in, allowing us to 

go back to our original 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  

Luckily, the resort we were staying at 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 

impacts and damage was minimal and 

easily reparable, people started 

entering the resort 3 weeks later just in 

smaller numbers, allowing them to still 

make profit and income.  

Ruby Turner is a LVI Geographer and part of 

the Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 

  

± CƻǊƳ hƭƭƛŜ /Ωǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨaƻōƛƭŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩ 

photography competition: ά9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ 

natureέ 
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Over the last hundred years, factors such 

as the innovation of new technology and 

trade have led to the increasing 

integration of countries, societally, 

culturally, and economically. This 

increasing integration has been coined as 

the ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ 

globalisation first began to gain traction in 

the 1980s and is often, colloquially, it is 

ƪƴƻǿƴ  ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨƎƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩΦ 

 

 

 

I wanted to investigate globalisation in 

Brighton. The questions that I asked were:  

How have diaspora communities developed in 

central Brighton over time? 

How has the presence of TNCs in central 

Brighton changed over time?  

Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ Ψ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΩǎΩ ΨǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 

ǇƭŀŎŜΩ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΚ 

In order to be able to answer these 

individual sub-questions, I carried out 

various methods of data collection across 

10 sites within the central Brighton area, a 

How has globalisation affected central 

.ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΚ 

Jai L 


