
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the 2025 edition of The Lancing 

Geographer.  

The Lancing 

Geographer 

The Journal of the Lancing College Geography Department 

Gothic Geograph ies  

Religious Geographies of Nigeria  

Shoreham beach processes  

Tourism in Japan  



2 
 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the latest issue of the Lancing 

Geographer Journal, a publication of original 

material from students of Geography at 

Lancing College. This journal contains a variety 

of student articles as well as edited versions 

of current Upper Sixth coursework (NEA) 

projects all about Geography. These articles 

are written and edited by the Editorial Board- 

a volunteer group of Lower Sixth A Level 

Geography students. 

The stunning front cover shows the peak of 

K2, the second tallest mountain in the world. 

Lǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭe in this edition of the 

journal. 

This edition of the Lancing Geographer will 

highlight a range of topics from geopolitical 

debates surrounding the representation of 

geography in the news to more sinister 

ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǇƭŀŎŜΩ ƛƴ DƻǘƘƛŎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

articles feature primary perspectives from 

Lancing students who have travelled 

internationally to Lagos and France whilst 

discovering the cultures and demographics of 

these places. We also include some photos 

from the memorable Barcelona field trip 

which the Lower Sixth had the opportunity to 

venture on. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Geography Department 

competition was to design a board game, and 

we have the winning entries showcased here 

too. 

This journal is a small insight into the vast 

opportunities lying within Geography. This 

exploration of current global affairs that 

shape the world we see today is intended to 

inspire you to delve into the dynamic and 

highly relevant field of geography. 

We hope you enjoy reading the articles. 

 

Romily, Ottoline, Skye, Hattie, Sasha, 

Zechariah, Tom.  

 

 
 

The Editorial Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

All views expressed are those of the article authors, and not those of the Geography Department or 

Lancing College. 

Image policy: All photographs in this document have been made available to The Lancing 

Geographer under a Creative Commons license or have been taken or provided by the authors 

themselves. Some images have been created with Canva AI. 

Thanks and due credit is therefore given to: USFWS, Guihem Vellut, jbdodane, Public Services international, S 

Martin. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƎŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǎ 

you play it. We had a large number of fantastically creative entries from across the College and the Prep 

schools.  

Three games were Highly commended: Climate change Cluedo by Grace C, The Country Game by 

Ben B, Mountain Geography game by Seth H. 

But the overall winner was: 

- ΨDŜƻǇƻƭȅΩ ōȅ Lǎƭŀ KH. This beautifully made game saw a twist on monopoly- with the stops 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ōȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ΨŦŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜΩΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ψƻƛƭ ǘŀȄΩ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŜǎǘ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ !ƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘǎ 

and pieces were well researched and hand made. 

From the Prep Schools two games were Highly commended: Crocodiles and cliffs by Buckley H and 

Deacon M (LPH) and  Geomino by Serena G (LPH). 

The Prep Schools joint winners were:  

- Globe Dash by Ted B (LPH) AND Geog board game by Emile F (LPH).  
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LVI Geographer Ottoline explores two recent 

geographical events. 

Introduction: 

On January 7th 2025 two great global events 

took place, yet only one got sustained media 

interest. One of these events was the huge 

earthquake of 7.1 Magnitude hitting Tibet and 

the south-western China, whilst the other was 

the Los Angeles (LA) wildfires. Both these 

events had devastating social and economical 

impacts, however it was the LA wildfires that 

headlined our news and grasped our 

attention. In this article I will be explaining the 

causes of these events and how that may 

affect media as well as the impacts of the two 

global events. Then I will be discussing and 

considering why there was such a focus on 

the LA wildfires.  

What happened in the wildfires? 

¢ƘŜ tŀƭƛǎŀŘŜ CƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜΩ 

with conditions that caused it to sprawl across 

neighbourhoods of east Malibu destroying 

and damaging more than 6,800 structures. It 

is argued the main catalyst of the wildfires 

was climate change causing drought like 

conditions in South California. This included 

less than 10% of average rainfall since 

October 1st 2024, powerful offshore winds, 

and gusts topping 70 mph meaning the fires 

could spread across the landscape 

uncontrollably. These dry conditions also 

meant 23,445 acres were burned, not 

including the Easton and Hughes Fires which 

both occurred days after the Palisade Fire. 

The Easton Fire occurred hours after the 

Palisade Fires, spreading across national 

forests lands. This fire exploded to 14,021 

acres according to Cal Fire damaging a further 

Geography in the news, but what are we 

watching?   

Ottoline G 
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10,491 structures. However, the wildfires 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ IǳƎƘŜǎ CƛǊŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ 

on the 22nd January covering a further 10,425 

acres. These multiple uncontrolled wildfires 

spread across one of the wealthiest and 

densely populated areas of South California 

causing significant social and economic 

impacts. 

Economic impacts of the LA wildfires were 

more significant than the economic impacts of 

the earthquake in China. This is due to Los 

Angeles being an area of higher wealth than 

Tibet, meaning the structures that were 

damaged costed a significant amount of 

money. The estate owned by celebrity Paris 

Hilton officially sold for $61.5 million in 2021, 

making it one of the most expensive homes to 

trade hands in the history of California real 

estate, according to Forbes Global Properties. 

This was burnt in the fire. This in turn affected 

the media coverage of the LA fires promoting 

it as the global event that caused 70 

celebrities to lose their homes, capturing the 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƘŜ [! 

wildfires have costed $150 billion of damage, 

the costliest in US history. 

The devastating social impacts of the LA 

wildfires included 29 casualties, 17 deaths 

from the Easton Fire and 12 in the Palisade 

fire. Even though the death toll of the LA 

wildfires was significantly less than the China 

Earthquake, the devastating impacts from the 

wildfires got more media attention. Part of 

this is due to the sense of connectedness 

between the people of LA and other people 

living in the West, because we are connected 

 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΧ ƎǊŀǎǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

event feel even more 

catastrophic, personal and 

relatable. 
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through social media, and both have similar 

ways of living. 

What happened in the China earthquake?  

The recent earthquake in China struck 50 

miles from the base of Mount Everest, with a 

magnitude of 7.1 at the epicentre of the 

earthquake and a magnitude of 6.8 hitting the 

region of Tibet. Though this region is 

commonly impacted by destructive collision 

earthquakes the earthquake that took place 

on the 7th WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 

deadliest in years. The fact the region is 

regularly impacted by earthquakes is another 

contributor to why the China earthquake had 

such limited media interest as people have 

felt they have heard these kinds of stories 

before. Whereas the LA wildfire was a wakeup 

call to the devastating impacts of climate 

change. 

The social impacts from the earthquake were 

incredibly significant, part of this was due to 

more than 40 aftershocks in the first few 

hours following the quake. Due to this 30,000 

people were relocated, more than 3,600 

buildings collapsed, and there were at least 

126 casualties in a remote part of western 

China. Even though the primary response to 

the earthquake was not as rapid as the 

response to the LA wildfires more than 400 

people were rescued.  

The economic impacts of the great 

earthquake include the destruction of key 

infrastructure and the cancellation of Everest 

sightseeing tours in the area. This affected the 

local economy as one of the main sources of 

income in the area is tourism.  

The recent earthquake in China had many 

devastating social impacts due to high 

population densities. This contrasts to the LA 

wildfires which to an extent faced more 

economical impacts than social as the area 

affected is incredibly wealthy. 

Why was the media so focused on the LA 

wildfires? 

One of the reasons why the media was so 

attracted to the story of the LA wildfires was 

that it affected a group of people who are 

greatly interconnected in western society 

through social media links such as Instagram 

and TikTok. This means that media has 

multiple primary sources, such as streaming 

videos and multiple photos making the event 

seem even more catastrophic as we are living 
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the experience through their eyes. 

Furthermore, Los Angeles has internet access 

whereas internet access is restricted in Tibet. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

without government permission, cutting off 

Tibet from the rest of the world, therefore 

we, viewers in the West, cannot hear the 

stories of the people. 

Due to the focus of the LA wildfires in the 

media, there was a much greater global 

response. This includes the FireAid concert 

which was a 5 hour concert raising money for 

the economic development after the 

wildfires. In this concert 20 different artists 

including Billie Eilish and Katy Perry 

performed. As this concert was streamed live 

millions of people from around the world 

were able to watch and raise money, it is 

estimated that the concert raised an estimate 

of $100 million. There was no such concert for 

the victims of the earthquake in China. 

To conclude, the LA wildfires received more 

media attention than the great earthquake in 

China due to several contributing factors. 

Firstly, the LA wildfires affected a region with 

a high concentration of wealthy and famous 

individuals, making the story more appealing 

to global audiences. Furthermore, social 

media meant that there were many primary 

sources that leaked all over the internet 

ƎǊŀǎǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ  

making the event feel even more 

catastrophic, personal and relatable. In 

contrast, Tibet's restricted internet access and 

limited media coverage meant that fewer 

firsthand accounts reached the global 

audience. Additionally, earthquakes are more 

common in the region, making them less 

"newsworthy" compared to the shocking 

devastation of wildfires in an affluent area. 
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ΨGeopolyΩ by Isla KH. A winning 

entry from the Board Game 

competition. 
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LVI Geographer and English Literature student 

Romily explores the links between two of her 

A Level subjects. 

Many argue that the key element in the 

creation of Gothic works lies in the presence 

of a monstrous figure, supernatural elements, 

or psychological distress. For instance, the 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎ CǊŜŘ .ƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘƛŜǎ 

about the nature of power, law, society, 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ DƻǘƘƛŎ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΧ 

linked to wider threats of disintegration 

manifested most forcefully in political 

ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ (Botting, 1996 p5). While this 

perspective emphasizes crucial elements of 

the genre, I would challenge this view by 

arguing that the foundation of the Gothic - 

whether in Art or Literature - lies in the 

setting itself. When observing some of 

the most impactful Gothic works, it 

ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀ 

crucial component, presenting the 

setting in their titles. For instance, The 

Castle of Otranto, The Bloody 

Chamber, The Wanderer above the Sea 

of Fog all display how integral place is 

to the atmosphere and themes of each 

piece. In the Gothic genre, places 

range from vast landscapes to complex 

architectural spaces which often act as 

vital backdrops to the terror, 

transformation and the sublime 

experiences which are fundamental to 

the plot. Gothic novels like Dracula and 

Frankenstein as well as works like The 

Sea of Ice and The Wanderer above the 

Sea Fog illustrate how these settings 

contribute to a mixed sense of fear and 

fascination. Consequently, the power of place 

in gothic art implies the transcendence from a 

simplistic backdrop, instead serving as an 

active force which outlines both the 

psychological turmoil experienced by the 

characters as well as the intense emotional 

impact felt by viewers. 

Sublime Landscapes  

In Gothic art, settings often feature vast 

landscapes which are vital to the emotional 

atmosphere of the work. For example, in 

Frankenstein, the arctic; In Dracula, the 

Carpathian Mountains; or In the Wanderer 

above the Sea fog- these landscapes serve as 

the foundation for evoking feelings of fear 

The Power of Place in Gothic Literature  

 

Romily TJ 
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and awe in the viewer. This aligns very closely 

ǿƛǘƘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ .ǳǊƪŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀǎΣ ΨǘƘŜ {ǳōƭƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

found in whatever is capable of exciting the 

ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩ (Burke, 

1757 p36-7). More specifically, when Burke 

discusses sublime landscapes, he notes, 

Ψ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŀǎǘΣ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

landscape, the ideas it suggests of vastness 

and desolation are more likely to excite the 

sublime than a beautiful and well-ordered 

ƻƴŜΩ όƛōƛŘ Ǉоу-9). In Mary 

{ƘŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ CǊŀƴƪŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ, 

the endless artic 

landscape, which Victor 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǾŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

irregular plains of ice, 

which seemed to have no 

ŜƴŘΩ (Shelley, 1818 p24) 

serves as a powerful 

foundation for evoking 

gothic emotions of terror 

and awe, whilst 

establishing the overall 

dark and foreboding 

atmosphere. Moreover, 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

and internal torment, suggesting that the 

Gothic environment not only exposes the 

horrors of human nature but also reflects 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

anxieties of the time, particularly those 

surrounding the power of nature.  

bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ hǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ tƻǿŜǊ  

Gothic works often draw upon the 

overwhelming force of nature to stimulate 

fear, frequently tapping into the hidden 

anxieties of humanity. This concept aligns 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ .ȅǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ όнллпύ 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ DƻǘƘƛŎ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 

considered to be a genre that re-emerges 

with particular force during times of cultural 

crisis, and which serves to negotiate the 

anxieties of the age by working through them 

ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŦƻǊƳΩ όǇопύΦ  ! ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

of this was the eruption of Mount Tambora in 

1815, which resulted in seventy-one thousand 

casualties and caused the year 1816 to earn 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦΩ ¢ƘŜ 

eruptions release of dust and sulphur into the 

atmosphere intercepted sun rays, leading to 

widespread agricultural collapse and extreme 

weather events. This catastrophic event 

triggered widespread global disorder yet also 

sparked opportunities for Gothic artists to 

capitalize on the turmoil, just 

as Mary Shelley did in 

Frankenstein, utilizing the 

societal chaos of her time as 

a backdrop for one of the first 

Gothic novels. This highlights 

how crucial places are in 

establishing a gothic 

ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

perception of place 

continuously shifts and when 

exploiting the unease 

surrounding this transition, 

the setting becomes a 

powerful tool. It taps into 

deep-rooted human concerns, bringing them 

to life in a way that defines the essence of the 

Gothic.  

The Gothic in Global terms  

From a broader global perspective, certain 

regions around the world are often associated 

with mystery and danger, such as the East 

from a distorted lens which suits Western 

viewpoints. As Edward Said argues in his 

influential book Orientalism όмфтуύΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

hǊƛŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΧ ¢ƘŜ 

19th cultural enterprise, which established the 

hǊƛŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΩΦ 

(Said, 1978 p1) This theory provides insight 

into why so many significant Gothic works are 

set in locations associated witƘ ΨǘƘŜ hǘƘŜǊΣΩ 

delving deeply into Western insecurities to 

 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

and atmospheric are not simple 

backdrops to human drama; they 

are integral to the social and 

moral geographies of gothic 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩ 

David Punter 
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provoke fear through the unfamiliar. In 

Dracula, the pivotal setting of Transylvania, 

located within the heart of Romania, 

significantly shapes the narrative and 

underscores key gothic themes, such as the 

fear of the unknown and foreign, colonial 

anxiety over invasion from the East, and the 

presence of sǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΩ 

beings. Transylvania extends beyond a 

backdrop; it embodies the idea of the Eastern 

ΨhǘƘŜǊΩ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƛŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎΦ  

Orientalism 

In Gothic art, place often holds symbolic 

significance, influencing characters and their 

roles. In Dracula, this is observed in the 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ 

foreignness is central to his villainous 

ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭΦ {ŀƛŘǎΩ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 

Dracula, the foreignness of the count 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ 

(Said, 1978). Framing Dracula not just as a 

supernatural threat, but also as a symbol of 

cultural and ideological challenge to Western 

values, his fearsome presence reflects the 

underlying anxieties and vulnerabilities within 

Western society. This is one of many 

examples in Gothic Literature where places 

are reflected in characters and their 

characteristics, reinforcing the idea that 

settings are crucial in the generation of a 

Gothic atmosphere and do this through 

various means.  

¢ƘŜ !ǊŎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ [ƻƳƻƴƻǎƻǾΩǎ aŀǇ  

aƛƪƘŀƛƭ [ƻƳƻƴƻǎƻǾΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎǘƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ 

world map featuring a theoretical illustration 

of a vast and unexplored land mass that 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the Arctic. Lomonosov portrayed the North 

Pole surrounded by ocean, a contradictory 

view in society at the time, which presented it 

as isolated, foreign and other-worldly. 

[ƻƳƻƴƻǎƻǾΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŀǳǘƛŎŀƭ 

expedition in attempt to explore the Northern 

Sea Route instigated anxiety, as it involved 

venturing into a largely unknown region 

which had been previously portrayed as 

dangerous and veiled in mystery. This 

contextualizes the unease surrounding Arctic 

settings in Gothic works- for instance, in The 

Sea of Ice (c.1823-25), which is composed by 

the German Romantic Artist, Caspar David 

Friedrichs. The painting offers a remarkable 

yet unsettling portrayal of Arctic desolation, 

emphasizing how human vulnerability is 

overpowered by natural forces- an idea that 

aligns with BurkeΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜΦ 

Recognised critic Katherine Bowers proclaims 

ǘƘŀǘ ΨtƻƭŀǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŎŀƴƴȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

ŦƻǊ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ 

ƭƛŜǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

ƳƛƴŘΩ (Bowers, 2017 p71). This suggests that 

the Arctic setting not only evokes themes of 

the sublime but also mirrors the human 

psyche, providing an environment through 

which characters- such as Victor in 

Frankenstein- confront the hidden anxieties 

within their own mind. Overall, the ominous 

undercurrent of Arctic isolation has inspired 

various gothic setting, serving as a powerful 

place to reinforce tropes of solitude and the 

sublime, while also providing a space for 

characters to combat and recognise their own 

inner turmoil. 
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Conclusion  

Place is not merely a backdrop, but a site of 

rich, multifaceted meaning ς whether 

expressing societal anxieties about the 

ΨhǘƘŜǊΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƻǊ 

evoking fear through the Arctics desolation 

and unfamiliarity. The Gothic is built upon the 

haunting of uncertainty and obscurity in 

societal structures, sexuality, morality and 

identity; the essential factor in animating this 

concept is Place. The Gothic space is a site of 

confinement and liberation, triggering the 

potential for transformation, where 

boundaries between the living and the dead, 

the real and the surreal blur. Through these 

settings, the genre not only delves into the 

dark recesses of human nature but further 

offers a disturbing reflection of the mysteries 

that transcend what we consider to be reality. 

Overall, highlighting the power of place in 

Gothic art to provoke both physical and 

psychological fear. 
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In an edited version of his A Level coursework, 

UVI Geographer Ewan explores coastal 

processes. 

Shoreham Beach, located east of Brighton on 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

case study of coastal dynamics and human 

intervention. This low-energy coastline, 

predominantly composed of large pebbles, 

shingles, and some sand, is subject to natural 

processes such as longshore drift and wave 

action, alongside active coastal management 

aimed at mitigating erosion. Shoreham Beach 

is adjacent to Shoreham Fort, protected by a 

sea wall on its eastern end, highlighting the 

strategic importance of coastal defences in 

the area.  

Coastal erosion at Shoreham is accelerating, 

with projections suggesting up to 40 meters 

of land loss over the next two decades (red 

areas on map). This rapid change is 

exacerbated by rising sea levels linked to 

climate change, increasing the urgency for 

effective management to protect local 

infrastructure, the economy, and natural 

habitats. The local economy, reliant on 

Shoreham Port and small businesses, 

alongside ecological concerns, underscores 

the multifaceted value of this coastline. 

My investigation aims to explore how coastal 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΩǎ 

morphology, how sediment size varies 

spatially, and what additional factors 

How do coastal processes shape the beach 

in Shoreham By Sea? 

Ewan R 
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contribute to shaping the beach. The enquiry 

is guided by three sub-questions: 

How does management influence the beach 

morphology at Shoreham? 

How does sediment size vary across the 

beach? 

What other environmental factors affect the 

ōŜŀŎƘΩǎ ǎƘŀǇŜΚ 

The study draws on coastal geomorphology 

theories, particularly the concept of dynamic 

equilibrium, which posits that coastlines are in 

a constant state of flux, with sediment being 

redistributed by processes such as longshore 

drift. It also considers the potential 

unintended consequences of hard 

engineering solutions, as highlighted in 

coastal management literature, and the role 

of groynes in sediment trapping. 

Beach profiles were recorded at three distinct 

areas along Shoreham Beach to capture 

spatial variability. Each profile measured the 

gradient from the shoreline inland, revealing 

differences in sediment accumulation and 

beach height. 

Area 1 showed a fluctuating profile with an 

initial increase in height, followed by a dip and 

then a rise again. This irregularity may reflect 

localized sediment redistribution or 

measurement anomalies. 

Area 2 exhibited a consistent increase in 

beach height from sea level to approximately 

3 meters inland, indicating substantial 

sediment build-up. 

Area 3, the furthest along the beach, 

displayed the greatest sediment 

accumulation, consistent with the theory that 

sediment transported by longshore drift tends 

to deposit progressively down the coast. 

These profiles support the hypothesis that 

sediment accumulates more heavily further 

along the coastline, influenced by both 

natural sediment transport and human 

interventions such as groynes. 

Sediment samples were systematically 

collected and analysed to determine mean 

grain size across the three areas. The results 

indicate a general trend of decreasing 
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sediment size moving along the beach from 

west to east. 

Larger pebbles and shingle dominate the 

western sections, where the energy of waves 

is higher and sediment transport is less 

effective at moving heavier particles. 

Finer sediments appear more frequently 

towards the eastern end, consistent with the 

trapping effect of groynes and the sorting 

action of longshore drift. 

This pattern aligns with coastal process 

theory, where heavier sediment is deposited 

closer to the sediment source, and finer 

particles are carried further alongshore. The 

presence of groynes enhances this sorting by 

interrupting sediment flow and promoting 

accumulation upstream. 

Weather conditions, prevailing 

wind direction, and tidal patterns 

also influence beach 

morphology. Secondary data 

on local weather showed 

variable wind speeds and 

directions during the data 

collection period, which can 

alter wave energy and 

sediment movement. For example, 

on days with stronger onshore 

winds, increased wave action likely 

contributed to 

sediment 

redistribution and 

beach profile 

changes. 

Human activities, 

including coastal 

defences such as 

sea walls and 

groynes, play a 

significant role in 

modifying natural 

processes. These 

structures aim to 

reduce erosion and protect infrastructure but 

may also disrupt sediment transport, leading 

to localized accretion or erosion. 

Conclusion 

The investigation confirms that coastal 

management at Shoreham Beach significantly 

influences beach morphology and sediment 

distribution. Groynes and sea walls effectively 

reduce sediment loss and help maintain beach 

profiles, particularly in areas of strategic 

importance such as near Shoreham Fort. 

However, these interventions also alter 

natural sediment flows, contributing to spatial 

variability in sediment size and beach shape. 

Sediment size decreases progressively along 

the beach, supporting the theory of longshore 

drift and sediment sorting. Larger sediments 
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remain near the western end, while finer 

materials accumulate further east, influenced 

by both natural wave dynamics and human-

made structures. 

Environmental factors such as wind and tidal 

patterns further affect sediment movement 

and beach morphology, demonstrating the 

complex interplay of natural and 

anthropogenic processes in shaping the 

coastline. 

Overall, the findings suggest that while 

current management strategies are effective 

in protecting key areas, they may also 

contribute to unintended consequences such 

as sediment starvation downstream. This 

highlights the need for integrated, sustainable 

coastal management approaches that balance 

protection with the preservation of natural 

sediment dynamics. 

Evaluation 

The investigation provided valuable insights 

into the coastal processes at Shoreham 

Beach, though some limitations affected the 

scope and accuracy of the findings. 

Sampling Frequency: Data were collected 

during a single visit, limiting the ability to 

capture temporal variations such as seasonal 

changes or storm impacts. Future studies 

should include multiple visits across different 

tidal and weather conditions to improve 

representativeness. 

Measurement Precision: Some anomalies in 

beach profile data may reflect measurement 

errors or equipment calibration issues. 

Employing more precise instruments and 

repeated measurements could enhance 

reliability. 

Spatial Coverage: While three areas provided 

a snapshot of the beach, a more extensive 

sampling regime would better represent the 

ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 

Weather Influence: Variable weather 

conditions during data collection may have 

influenced wave counts and sediment 

measurements. Controlling for weather or 

scheduling data collection during stable 

conditions would improve consistency. 

Despite these limitations, the methodology 

was appropriate for addressing the enquiry 

questions, and the data collected effectively 

demonstrated key patterns in beach 

morphology and sediment distribution. 
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Final Thoughts 

Shoreham Beach exemplifies the challenges of 

managing dynamic coastal environments in 

the face of rising sea levels and climate 

change. This investigation underscores the 

importance of understanding both natural 

processes and human interventions to 

develop sustainable management strategies. 

Balancing the need for coastal protection with 

the maintenance of natural sediment flows is 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

and economic value for future generations. 

 

Ewan is an UVI Geographer. This is an edited 

version of his A Level coursework project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The country game by Ben B. A 

winning entry from the Board 

Game competition. 
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LVI Geographer and keen mountaineer Tom 

explores how changes in technology are 

enabling more mountain tourism. 

K2, also known as Mount Gowin-Austen is an 

8,611-meter mountain nestled within the 

Karakoram range bordering between Pakistan 

and China. This mountain is the second tallest 

in the world and known for its high death toll- 

there is an average 25% mortality rate. No 

wonder it has the other more common name 

ΨǎŀǾŀƎŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩΦ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

deterred from climbing the mountain but 

overtime and especially in the last couple of 

years there has been many advancements in 

equipment and techniques of committing the 

mountain whcih have impacted on the 

success rate of K2 expeditions. 

Historically, earlier expeditions taken on K2 

were marked with issues stemming from 

climbers having to rely on outdated 

equipment, limited knowledge of the 

mountain and inadequate training for the 

high altitudes. Without modern techniques 

and routes for climbing such a challenging 

mountain, this increased the risks that the 

climbers were undertaking. Risks include 

hypothermia, frostbit and altitude sickness 

and these factors often meant many early 

expeditions ended in tragedy. In 1986 13 

climbers died in a single year, which was 

mainly due to climbers not being able to 

identify and predict weather very accurately 

due to equipment not being as advanced as 

it is today as well as inadequate equipment 

and inexperienced climbers.  

In the 1990-2000s there was dramatic 

advancements in the climbing equipment 

used, with improvements in the weather 

forecasting systems. This allowed for the 

success rate of climbing mountains like K2 a 

lot easier as it allowed for you not to be 

battling the conditions and could predict 

when the correct time to climb was. Further 

advances also came in the gear used by 

climbers with them becoming lighter allowing 

for more supplies to be taken up at one time. 

It also allowed climbers to have more energy 

All the Gear and new ideas: Safety on K2 

Tom B 
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without carrying all of the bulky equipment. 

To reduce hypothermia and frostbite, new 

development in clothing were made with 

synthetic jackets insulating climbers much 

more.  

There were also developments made in the 

techniques used by the climbers with fixed 

lines being created. These 

factors allowed for the 

success rate of summiting 

the mountain to increase. 

However this was not done 

without tragedy- for 

instance the 2008 tragedy saw a storm 

resulting in 11 deaths which now remains as 

the deadliest events in K2 history. 

From 2000 to today, K2 has seen the highest 

climbing success rate with around 600-700 

people reaching the summit out of all 800 

climbs being made. This comes down to the 

increase in development of equipment. It is 

now much lighter and the increase large use 

of supplement oxygen allows people not to 

fall victim to oxygen sickness within the death 

zone of the ascent. This death zone is where 

most climbers pass away- 75-80% of all 

fatalities happen here. The oxygen allows you 

to keep a clear mind and create important 

decisions that could be life or death. 

Furthermore, there have been even greater 

developments in the weather forecasting 

allowing for people to predict weather at a 

much more accurate degree. In case of 

someone gets lost there have been 

improvements with GPS 

tracking and radio 

communication allowing for 

rescue to be easier. Finally, 

implementations of 

permanent ladders and 

ropes have allowed for safer ascents resulting 

less casualties. 

In conclusion advancements in equipment 

and techniques have greatly improved the 

safety and success rate of k2 expeditions. 

Advancements in technology such as lighter 

gear, better weather forecasting and 

supplemental oxygen has allowed climbers to 

be much safer and more likely to reach the 

summit. 

 

Tom is a LVI Geographer and member of the 

Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 

 

 

75-85% of all fatalities take place 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜŀǘƘ ȊƻƴŜΩ 

Crocodiles and cliffs by 

Buckley H.  A winning 

entry from the Board 

Game competition. 
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LVI Geographer Hattie sat down with UVI 

student, and travel award winner Isabelle to 

discuss the award. 

[ŀƴŎƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ΨǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΩ ǘƻ 

students each year- a financial contribution 

towards the cost of a once in a lifetime trip. 

Lancing Geographer Editor Hattie Pope sat 

Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ LǎŀōŜƭƭŜ 

Klosowski.  

Where did you go? 

Over the summer holidays I had the 

opportunity to stay in La Rochefoucauld, a 

small village in Charente, France (close to 

Bordeaux). As someone who has been 

studying French at school for the last 13 

years, I really wanted to improve my French 

speaking skills as, for me, this is the hardest 

part of language learning.  

What did you do? 

During my time in France, I worked at a family 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ Rondinaud, which produces 

the famous Charentaise slippers using 

authentic materials and traditional 

manufacturing techniques. All the slippers are 

handmade in a factory in La Rochefoucauld 

and sold in hundreds of stores across France 

as well as online. The company is looking to 

expand to the UK and other European 

countries so needed their entire website 

translated into English, which is what I did! I 

gained invaluable work experience, learning 

how a profitable business is run and using my 

language skills in the real world. 

Whilst I was there, I also had the chance to 

explore the local area. The family I was 

staying with took me out to a few local French 

restaurants to try some traditional food, 

cheese, and cider from the area. I also had the 

chance to visit some beautiful historical sites 

and explore both La Rochefoucauld and a 

nearby town, Angoulême. I went to a concert 

in La Rochefoucauld as well as the chateau 

and cathedral there, and spent another day 

Lancing Geographer Interview: Travel Award 

winner Isabelle K. 

Hattie P 
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exploring Angoulême, a town famous for its 

comic strips, archaeological digs and paper 

mills! One day the family even took me go-

karting with their daughter, which was 

something I had never done before and really 

enjoyed! 

What have you learnt from it? 

I learnt so much from my 

trip to France! Most 

importantly, by being fully 

immersed in the French 

language, I was able to 

improve my French 

speaking skills so much 

during my time there. I 

started off barely being 

able to communicate with 

the family I was staying with about train 

delays to having a near fluent conversation 

with a border control officer at the airport. 

Although my French is far from perfect, I 

definitely improved my fluency during the trip 

and gained confidence in speaking the 

language.  

As well as this, I gained invaluable work 

experience, both in terms of doing real-world 

translation work and learning about sales, 

marketing and running a profitable company.   

Finally, what I enjoyed the most was learning 

more about French culture, both through the 

people I met and by exploring the area to 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  

Your favourite thing you did? 

Honestly the whole trip was amazing, but 

what I enjoyed the most was getting to meet 

so many interesting, kind people! I was of 

course nervous about speaking French and 

travelling alone, but that quickly subsided. 

What I love most about languages and 

travelling is the people, and 

the trip gave me such a 

great opportunity to meet 

so many different people, 

all with their own stories to 

tell! 

Why you think the travel 

award is so important? 

I am so grateful for the 

travel award and think that 

it is one of the most important things Lancing 

offers. It gave me the opportunity to pursue 

my passion for languages and love for 

travelling, whilst providing me with a chance 

to gain work experience abroad. My dad took 

a very similar trip when he was 17 ς working 

in the same factory and staying with the same 

family in La Rochefoucauld, just one 

generation before ς so this trip has always 

been a dream of mine.  

I think that the travel award provides students 

with an incredible opportunity to explore new 

places and cultures, and fulfil ambitions, 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 

been learning, to explore an interest or to 

volunteer in another country. 

I think that we can learn so much through 

travel and that it is so important to be given 

the opportunity to explore new places, 

immerse ourselves in different cultures and 

most importantly, meet new people.  

 

Hattie is a LVI Geographer and member of the 

Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 

 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǿŀǊŘ gave me the 

opportunity to pursue my passion 

for languages and love for 

travelling, whilst providing me 

with a chance to gain work 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦΩ 
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LVI Geographer Zechariah explores different 

geographies of Nigeria. 

Nigeria is a western African country 

sandwiched between the Gulf of Guinea in 

the Atlantic Ocean and the Sahel region to the 

north. It also borders the countries of Niger, 

/ƘŀŘΣ /ŀƳŜǊƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

populated country in Africa and the 6th most 

populated country in the world with a 

population of over 230 million as of February 

2025. The country gained independence on 

the 1st of October 1960 and currently 

comprises 36 states with distinct cultures and 

traditions as there are over 250 ethnic groups 

and over 500 languages spoken amongst 

them. However, the merging of these 

different groups of people to form a country 

has caused some internal problems due to the 

difference in beliefs, particularly with religion. 

The northern part of the country is primarily 

Muslim while the southern part is more 

Christian.  

Since independence from colonial rule in 

1960, different conflicts have arisen between 

these groups. Some conflicts even predate 

Nigeria becoming an independent country, 

like the riots that broke out in Kano back in 

1953 between Northerners and Southerners 

due to issues over self-governance as the 

Post colonial conflict: Religious geographies of 

Nigeria  

Zechariah A 
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Northerners were opposed to gaining 

independence. This cumulated in 4 days of 

rioting with deaths and injuries of many 

people. Since independence the first big event 

that arose was the anti-Igbo programs, which 

were a series of targeted attacks against Igbo 

and southerners in 1966. In this, between 

8,000 and 30,000 Igbo people were killed and 

1 million fled the North in response to a 

January coup which was orchestrated by 

primarily Igbo soldiers and leading politicians 

including the prime minister Abubakar Tafawa 

Balewa and Northern premier Ahmadu Bello. 

These leaders who were killed, and in 

retaliation some Northerners were targeted 

and killed by mobs in Eastern cities which in 

turn led to massive numbers of northerners 

fleeing the eastern region. Although the 

causes were more political and ethnic driven, 

religion still played a role as stated before, 

most northerns were Muslim while 

southerners were Christian which slightly 

contributed to an anti-Christian- Muslim 

narrative. After the programs, a civil war 

broke out between the breakaway Biafran 

state which was made up of mostly Igbo 

and southeastern parts of the country 

against the Nigerian government and during 

the war Biafran propaganda was used to 

portray the conflict as a struggle between 

Muslims and Christians to get international 

support, even though many Christians were 

aligned with Nigeria as opposed to the 

Biafran state.  

After the war, the next big violent event 

occurred in the town of Kafanchan in 

southern Kaduna state which was a border 

area between the 2 religions. An outbreak 

occurred between them which was 

instigated by extremist leaders who rallied 

younger followers with speeches and public 

demonstrations telling them that the nation 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ aƻǊŜ ōƭƻƻŘ 

was shed because of this. In 1982, there 

was a quarrel between the fellowship of 

Christian students and the Muslim student 

society in the Kaduna state College of 

Education over who should dominate the 

campus and it escalated into series of protests 

around the city which resulted in a church 

being burnt along with several mosques and 

12 fatalities. Media was used by both sides to 

further radicalize each other and to spread 

messages that became more intolerant to 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

the damage and violence caused by 

themselves. After years of military rule and 

short-lived republics, democracy was restored 

in 1999 with a generally secular federal 

government, but 12 Northern Muslim-

dominated states introduced sharia law. With 

the dawn of a new century brought about a 

surge in violence across many places in the 
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country in the form or riots. These included 

the 2000 Kaduna riots in which between 1000 

and 5000 people were killed following the 

introduction of Sharia law in the state; the 

2001 Jos riots that killed 1,000 people after 

the appointment of a Muslim politician as 

local coordinator of the federal programme to 

ŦƛƎƘǘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ нллн Ψaƛǎǎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ Ǌƛƻǘǎ 

that saw over 200 people killed in Kaduna 

which resulted in the contest moving to 

London. Many other religious riots, protests 

and bloody events occurred along the years. 

However, the biggest issue that has arisen 

from this instability has been the rise and 

insurgency of the terrorist 

jihadist group known as 

Boko Haram. They were 

founded in 2002 out of 

Maiduguri, the capital of 

Borno state in 

Northeastern Nigeria by 

Mohammed Yusuf with the 

goal of establishing an 

Islamic state based on sharia law. Thie 

intention was to overthrow the Nigerian 

government and to oppose things like secular 

government and western education with the 

name Boko Haram directly translating to 

ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀǳǎŀ 

language. They initially started off more 

peaceful in their nature attracting poor 

Muslim families and unemployed youth and 

establishing a religious complex and school 

but the teachings gradually became more 

radicalized. Since 2009 they became more 

violent after a police investigation was 

launched into the group from July 2009 that 

saw 9 members arrested and their weapons 

confiscated and this sparked revenge attacks 

on the police and rioting across northeastern 

cities particularly in Bauchi. By the end of the 

month, 700 people had been killed, churches, 

police stations, government buildings and 

schools were destroyed. Mohammed Yusuf 

was arrested but died in custody and the 

group was taken over by the second-in-

command Abubakar Shekau. In 2010, 105 

members were broken out of a prison in 

Bauchi state which allowed them to regroup 

and intensify their attacks. Since then, the 

group unleashed series of attacks and have 

terrorized the whole northern Nigeria and 

even the neighbouring countries of Chad, 

bƛƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳŜǊƻƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

several bombings, kidnappings, massacres 

and assaults particularly on churches, schools, 

police stations and government buildings. 

Their first major attack was in 2011 with the 

bombing of the UN headquarters in the 

capital Abuja by a car bomb 

which killed over 20 people 

and left over 100 injured 

and it was their first attack 

on a western target. They 

launched a series of 

bombings and attacks on 

churches on Christmas day 

that year resulting in over 40 people killed 

and a state of emergency declared in 

particular areas. In January of the next year, 

they carried out one of their worst attacks 

with an assault on police buildings in Kano 

that left 190 people dead. 2014 was deadliest 

and most devastating year of their insurgency 

with 6,600 people killed and the infamous 

kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls from the town 

of Chibok which drew a huge amount of 

international attention and condemnation 

particularly from former first lady Michelle 

Obama and the start of the 

άІ.ǊƛƴƎ.ŀŎƪhǳǊDƛǊƭǎέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ нлмрΣ 

they formally pled allegiance to ISIS and due 

to disputes a new group known as ISWAP 

όLǎƭŀƳƛŎ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύ ōǊƻƪŜ 

away from Boko Haram. An offensive was 

launched against Boko Haram by a coalition of 

forces from Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon and 

Niger which killed hundreds of militants and 

took back most of the territory they 

 

Ψthe biggest issue that has arisen 

from this instability has been the 

rise and insurgency of the terrorist 

jihadist group known as Boko 

Haram.Ω 
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controlled including the town of Gwoza which 

was believed to be their base and it forced 

Boko Haram to retreat to remote areas and 

resort to guerilla warfare. In 2018 Boka Haram 

did another mass abduction similar to the one 

in Chibok in 2014, abducting 110 schoolgirls 

from a school I Dapchi, Yobe state. 5 of them 

were killed and all the girls were released 

after the government paid a large ransom for 

them. One of the girls called Leah Sharibu was 

kept hostage though because she refused to 

convert to Islam aƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

then. By 2019, Boko Haram were on the rise 

again as 1,700 people had been killed by the 

first half of the year, and they managed to 

retake some of their previously occupied 

territory as they were allowed to freely 

operate in the countryside. In 2021, Boko 

Haram and the breakaway ISWAP group 

became enemies and attacked each other, 

and it was reported that in one encounter 

that year, the Boko Haram leader Abubakar 

Shekau blew himself up to avoid capture. 

Apart from Boko Haram, there have been 

other problems in recent years. In 2022, A 

Christian student called Deborah Yakubu in 

Sokoto was lynched and burnt outside her 

university for alleged blasphemy and there 

was further violence incidents against 

Christian sites like churches in the area. In 

2022 as well another shocking incident 

happened in Owo in which 50 people were 

killed by gunfire at a church and this 

shook many as it occurred in the 

southwest part of the country as 

oppose to the North. Numerous 

Catholic priests and clergymen have 

been kidnapped for ransom and 

murdered across the country for 

example in 2023, 25 priests were 

kidnapped which made it the country 

with the highest number of clergy 

kidnap victims that year creating a 

strong sense of fear. Lastly, In the 

middle region of the country, there 

has been constant clashes between Christian 

farmers and primarily Muslim Fulani herders 

creating further sense of unsafety and fear. In 

recent years as around Christmas time in 

2023, 300 Christian were murdered in Plateau 

state, while in Benue state at least 500 

Christians were killed during the course of the 

year and 239 in the first quarter of 2024.  

In summary, religion in Nigeria is quite a 

complex and historical issue with multiple 

causes, and it has led to widespread 

instability. To solve this issue, more religious 

tolerance needs to be promoted and the 

government needs to step up in their role- the 

people behind lots of these events need to be 

held accountable and resolving this issue is 

essential for the future of the country. 

 

Zechariah is a LVI Geographer and a member 

of the Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 
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This article is an edited version of UVI 

DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ aŀƴƻƴΩǎ ! [ŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ 

project. 

Introduction 

This investigation explores the impact of 

tourism on Tokyo and Okinawa, two distinct 

destinations in Japan. Using land use surveys, 

questionnaires, and landscape evaluations, 

the study compares how cultural, economic, 

and technological factors shape tourism in 

both regions.  

Tokyo, a global megacity, consistently ranks 

ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

attracting international visitors with its urban 

appeal. In contrast, Okinawa, a subtropical 

island, is a favored holiday spot for domestic 

and regional tourists, particularly from nearby 

countries like South Korea and China. Recent 

trends indicate increased flights, new hotels, 

and a growing tourist presence in Okinawa, 

prompting an inquiry into how its tourism 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-established 

industry. 

In Tokyo, average tourist spending rebounded 

strongly after the COVID-19 pandemic, 

reaching $1,412 in 2023. This recovery 

suggests ongoing urban development and a 

resilient tourism sector. hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

spending also dropped sharply during the 

pandemic, from $5.85 billion in 2019 to $3.67 

billion in 2023, but it is gradually recovering, 

indicating renewed economic growth in the 

region. 

Tokyo attracts a diverse international crowd, 

with significant numbers from South Korea, 

Taiwan, the US, and Germany. This diversity 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

hub. hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ 

from neighboring Asian countries, such as 

Taiwan and Hong Kong, but also include some 

from North America. Its proximity to these 

regions and its reputation as a beach 

destination drive this pattern. 

The Impact of Tourism Between Tokyo and 

Okinawa, Japan 

Manon E 
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Results 

The land use survey of Koen-Dori reveals a 

mix of restaurants, shops, hotels, public halls, 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ 

multifaceted urban environment. The area 

caters to both locals and tourists, with a 

strong presence of local services alongside 

global brands. 

Kokusai-Dori is dominated by restaurants, 

shops, and hotels, with fewer local amenities. 

The focus on tourism is evident, aligning with 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ άǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-first Century Plan for the 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ όмффуύ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻǎǘ 

globalization and tourism, leading to 

increased infrastructure for visitors. 

Tourist Activities and Economic Development 

Tourists in Tokyo engage in modern, urban 

activities such as shopping at global luxury 

stores, visiting Disneyland, and experiencing 

unique entertainment like Mario Go Karting. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 

a wide range of attractions, drawing visitors 

from across the globe. 

In Okinawa, tourists primarily participate in 

beach and water activities, such as snorkelling 

ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ 

geography. The focus on natural attractions 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜǎ hƪƛƴŀǿŀ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ 

tourism, appealing to those seeking relaxation 

and nature. 

Tourist Origins 

Aspect Tokyo Okinawa 

Diversity High (13 

countries) 

Moderate (9 

countries) 

Regional 

Visitors 

Strong from 

East Asia 

(China, HK) 

Dominant from 

nearby Asian 

countries 

International Significant (US, 

Germany, 

India) 

Limited (some 

from US, 

Australia) 

 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ 

tourism is shaped by regional proximity and 

its resort image. 
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Activities 

Aspect Tokyo Okinawa 

Main 

Activities 

Shopping, 

entertainment, 

dining 

Beach, 

snorkeling, 

swimming 

Urban vs. 

Nature 

Urban-centric Nature-

centric 

Infrastructure Advanced, 

diverse 

Focused on 

tourism, 

less varied 

 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƛǘǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

development and urban infrastructure, while 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

and emerging tourism sector. 

Land Use 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

established, serving both locals and tourists. 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ 

with recent development 

focusing on global 

amenities. 

Economic Development 

and Tourism Growth 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 

economic development has 

attracted international 

events (e.g. 2020 

Olympics), boosting its 

global profile and drawing 

visitors from distant 

countries. hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ 

more recent, with increased investment in 

tourism infrastructure leading to higher 

tourist numbers and a gradual diversification 

of its visitor base. 

Both cities have experienced increased tourist 

numbers and spending as a result of targeted 

economic development, but the scale and 

focus differ. 

Globalisation and High Street Development 

Okinawa is experiencing a rise in transnational 

corporations (TNCs) and global brands as 

tourism grows, indicating ongoing 

globalization. ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

globalized, with established international 

brands and a long history as a tourist 

destination. The timing of globalization 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎΥ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ 

earlier, while Okinawa is currently in the 

process of expanding its global connections. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ǳǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ¢ƻƪȅƻ ƛǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƧǳǾŜƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

growth and diversification of its tourist base. 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ 

characterized by increasing infrastructure and 

a growing reputation as a resort destination. 



31 
 

Conclusion 

Tourism impacts Tokyo and Okinawa in 

distinct yet interconnected ways, shaped by 

their economic development, geographic 

characteristics, and stages of globalization. 

Tokyo: As a global megacity, Tokyo benefits 

from a mature tourism industry, attracting a 

diverse international audience. Its urban 

infrastructure supports a wide range of 

activities, from shopping to entertainment, 

and its high streets blend local and global 

services. Economic development, including 

major international events, has reinforced 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

OkinawaΥ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

regionally focused, with most visitors coming 

from neighbouring Asian countries. Its appeal 

lies in its natural environment, particularly 

beaches and water activities. Recent 

economic development and targeted policies 

have increased its global 

profile, leading to more 

international visitors and the 

expansion of tourist 

infrastructure. The city is in the 

midst of a transition towards 

greater globalization, with 

growing numbers of global 

brands and amenities. 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛǎ 

characterized by diversity, 

urban activities, and 

established global connections whereas 

hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ centres on natural 

attractions, regional visitors, and emerging 

global ties. 

Both cities have seen tourism growth driven 

by economic development and globalization. 

Each city offers a mix of local and global 

services, though the balance and focus differ. 

 

 

Okinawa 

Tokyo 
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Conclusion 

Tourism has driven economic growth, urban 

development, and increased global 

connectivity in both Tokyo and Okinawa. 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ 

transformation into a major resort 

destination. The differences in tourist origins, 

activities, and land use reflect the unique 

characteristics and stages of development in 

each city. As both continue to evolve, tourism 

will remain a central force shaping their 

economies, cultures, and landscapes. 

 

Manon is an UVI Geographer. This is an edited 

version of her A Level coursework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mountain geography 

game by Seth H. A winning 

entry from the Board 

Game competition. 

 

¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

appeal is linked to its status as a 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

is shaped byΧ its resort image. 
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One intrepid Fourth Form Geographer went to 

Makoko, the place the textbooks call the 

ΨŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƭǳƳΩ ƛƴ Lagos, Nigeria. Here she sits 

down with Lancing Geographer Editor Sasha 

to discuss her adventures and why she thinks 

the textbooks might have got it wrong. 

Why did you visit Makoko?  

I visited Makoko so that I could understand 

how other people live in Lagos compared to 

how I live and because it gave me a good 

opportunity to take videos and pictures for 

my geography class.   

Did you feel as if there was a welcoming 

aspect? 

 

Makoko was extremely welcoming.  The 

residents helped us get from one place to 

another through the safest routes and the 

Chief spoke to us to explain how their systems 

work.  

Do you feel as if Makoko is portrayed 

differently in textbooks and media compared 

to its reality?   

Some parts of Makoko are portrayed the 

same as in textbooks and media, however 

compared to reality, I feel as if the resources 

available to educate people about Makoko 

should be up to date, because some things 

have changed there. For example, they have 

running water and electricity provided by the 

government.  

Has the textbook got it wrong? Interview 

with Dara A. 

Sasha F 
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The textbook implies that the standard of 

living and overall life quality is significantly 

poor. What was your impression on this? 

In my opinion this is true, but it is not nearly 

as bad as shown in the textbook. Their houses 

are relatively small compared to the size of a 

άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ 

healthcare, education etc. so their overall 

life quality is not that bad.  

Was there anything that you found 

unexpected? 

They had loudspeakers playing music all 

around the place, they have interesting 

restaurants e.g. Nigerian and Japanese 

fusion and almost everyone had a good 

phone. They also all speak French, English 

and different native languages.  

What do you think the future holds for 

Makoko? 

I think Makoko could be a very easy place to 

make money in the future as they are the 

main people who catch and sell fish in 

Makoko.  

Sasha is a LVI Geographer and member of the 

Lancing Geographer Editorial Board. 
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Globe Dash by Ted B. A winning entry from the Board Game competition. 
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LVI Geographer Skye lives in Bermuda and 

explores the realities of island life, highlighting 

the difficulties that come with living on a tiny 

and detached island. 

When mentioning to people that I am from 

Bermuda the comment that is mostly said is ΨLǘ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΩ. Many people 

picture beautiful beaches, perfect crystal-clear 

waters and a relaxed lifestyle, though it is not 

all like that.  Bermuda is a British Overseas 

Territory in the North Atlantic Ocean, where it 

is located 1,035km east of North Carolina, USA. 

Living in Bermuda comes with challenges that 

tourists often look past. Despite Bermudas 

natural beauty, being such a small size creates 

struggles for those who live there.  

 

Cost of living 

One of the biggest pressing issues for 

Bermudians is the extravagant cost to live 

there, because Bermuda has one of the 

highest costs of living in the world. This is 

mostly due to its isolated location relying on 

the imports of food, fuel and other essential 

materials. Having to import most goods, with 

shipping costs and taxes drives the prices up 

making items more expensive than if it was 

being sold in a larger country. Furthermore, as 

of April 2024, the cost of goods and services in 

Bermuda grew by 2.2% and fuel and energy 

prices increased 6.4%. Having these increases 

in prices are making it difficult for households 

to even meet the basic needs, let alone save 

for the future. Comparing Bermudas cost of 

living to the United States, the cost of living in 

Bermuda is approximately 90% higher 

excluding rent and 110% including rent. In 

¢ǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛƴ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΚ 

Skye L 
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Bermuda, not including rent, a single living 

person will need to make about $1,900 per 

month (which is $23,000/almost £30,000 a 

year) just to cover basic expenses. As well, a 

family of four will need just less than $7,000 

per month (which is just less than 

$84,000/around £100,000) just to cover basic 

expenses.  

Space 

Another pressing issue for Bermudians to face 

is the lack of space and overcrowding of the 

island. With the current population being 

64,580 people and the total land area is just 

about 54 square kilometres, it means making 

space is rare. Land development on island is 

severely limited due its tiny size, resulting in 

housing shortage and increased competition 

for property. Additionally, road congestion 

can be a problem, because the island has 

many motorised vehicles in comparison to its 

size. There are also fewer public places, 

limiting leisure choices. Adding to that, 

.ŜǊƳǳŘŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ 

populated territories with a population 

density of around 1,400 persons per square 

kilometre. For example, parishes like 

Pembroke and Devonshire are densely packed 

with residences built close together to 

maximise land use in other parishes. Due to 

the high housing expenses, for example, if you 

do end up purchasing a home, you can expect 

to spend, on average, about $615,000 for a 

one-bedroom condo. Therefore, many 

families live in multi-generational households, 

which can result in crowded living 

circumstances. Overcrowding affects 

recreational venues as well, such as Victoria 

Park which is situated in Hamilton and the 34 

beaches Bermuda provides green space and 

sand. Though they are beautiful they are 

typically congested, particularly on weekend 

and the most during summer when tourist 

come. 

Tourism  

Another pressing issue Bermuda has to face as 

a whole is tourism, the problem being we are 

ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ .ŜǊƳǳŘŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ 

primarily sourced from tourism, especially in 

the summer months when the temperature is 

high and the cruise ships and planes attract 

thousands of people. In 2023, there were 

240,802 tourists travelled to the island 

between July and September. Royal Naval 

5ƻŎƪȅŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ CǊƻƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

most popular tourist destinations due to all 

the shops and activities to do. However, 

during the COVID-19 outbreak, numerous 

businesses and shops along Front Street 

decreased majority in sales with some, such 

as Pickled Onion, (a restaurant) temporarily 

closing due to such vast decrease in sales. 

Even though tourists can generate jobs and 

cash, making the holidays months very 
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successful in generating income, they 

contribute to overcrowding. Overcrowding 

makes it difficult for locals to get to popular 

beaches and tourist destinations. 

Furthermore, the transport infrastructure is 

overburdened, with buses and ferries packed 

to capacity. This makes daily commuting more 

difficult for residents. Bermuda's reliance on 

tourism leaves the economy vulnerable to 

external shocks such as pandemics, or natural 

disasters, which can affect visitor numbers. 

Natural disasters  

Another challenge Bermuda has to face is 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ .ŜǊƳǳŘŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

the Atlantic oceans is exposes itself to natural 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜǎΦ .ŜǊƳǳŘŀΩǎ 

hurricane season is from beginning of June to 

end of November which does mean there is a 

chance in the summertime for a hurricane to 

hit, but they mostly hit around September or 

October. One example is Hurricane Humberto, 

which struck the island in September 2019 

with winds of up to 125 mph. The storm 

caused widespread of power outages, 

property damage, and disruptions to 

businesses, affecting more than 28,000 

residences. Bermudians prepare 

for hurricanes by accumulating 

emergency supplies, reinforcing 

their houses, and following to strict 

building regulations designed for 

dealing with high winds.  All 

residences are constructed with 

limestone roofs and strong walls to 

withstand severe weather.  

Community disaster response 

activities are well-organised, and 

individuals in need may access 

shelters and relief resources. Long-

term consequences of hurricanes 

include infrastructure destruction, 

financial losses, and mental health 

issues for populations who 

experience multiple storms.  Power 

outages, damaged houses, and business 

disruptions can take months, if not years, to 

fully recover from.  Furthermore, the tourism 

industry is frequently impacted following 

large storms, which has a negative impact on 

the island's economy. 

Conclusion 

While Bermuda is typically portrayed as a 

beautiful paradise, the realities of life on such 

a small island provide significant problems. 

The high expense of living, limited space, 

worries about the environment, economic 

reliance on tourists, and sensitivity to natural 

disasters make daily life more complicated 

than it seems. Residents must constantly 

adapt to these challenges, balancing the 

advantages of island life with the drawbacks. 

Addressing these concerns will require 

strategic planning, long-term solutions, and 

resilience in the community to ensure that 

Bermuda remains not only a beautiful location 

to visit, but also a living home for its citizens. 

Despite the struggles, Bermudians continue to 

be proud of their history, tradition, and the 

magnificent beauty of their island, 
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demonstrating that Bermuda, despite its small 

size, remains strong. 
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