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EDITORIAL we have the winning entries showcased here

Welcome to the latest issue of the Lancing too.

Geographer Journal, a publication of original This journal is a small insight into the vast
materialfrom students of Geography at opportunities lying within Geography. This
Lancing Collegé&his journal contains a variety exploration of current global affairs that

of student articles as well alited versions shape the world we see today is intended to
of current Upper Sixtltoursework(NEA inspire you to delve into the dynamic and
projects all about Geography. These articles highly relevant field of geography.

are written and edited by the Editorial Board

. We h j ing the articles.
avolunteergroup ofLowe SixthA Level & hope you enjoy reading the articles

CGeograply students

The stunning front coveshows the peak of Romily Ottoling SkyeHattie, Sasha
K2, the second tallest mountain in the world. Zecharah, Tom

LG Ay a dithisteditorodithe: NI A Of

journal.

This edition of the Lancingeographewill
highlight a range of topics from geopolitical
debates surrounding the representation of
geography in the news to more sinister
GKSYSa 2F WYL I OSQ Ay D
articlesfeature primary perspectives from
Lancing students who have travelled
internationally to Lagos and France whilst
discovering the cultures and demographids
these placesWe alsancludesome photos
from the memorable Barcelongeld trip

which the Lower Sixth had the opportunity to
verture on.

The Editorial Board.

¢ KA A Ge&taphipBepartment NN/ College
competition was to design a board game, and

All views expressed are those of the article authors, and not those GetigraphyDepartmentor
Lancing College

Image policy:All photographs in this document have been made availabléh®Lancing
Geographeunder a Creative Commons licelmsdave been takear providedby the authors
themselvesSome images have been created vidtmvaAl.

Thanks and due credit is therefore givenU&FWSGuihem Vellutjpdodane Public Serviceisternational S
Martin.
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watching?

LVIGeographeOttoline exploreswo recent
geographical events.

Introduction:

On January72025two great global events
took place, yet only one got sustained media
interest. One of these events was the huge
earthquake of 7.1 Magnitude hitting Tibet and
the southwestern China, whilst the other was
the Los Angeles (LA) wildfires. Both these
events lad devastating social and economical
impacts, however it was the LA wildfires that
headlined our news and grasped our
attention. In this article | will be explaining the
causes of these events and how that may
affect media as well as the impacts of the two
global events. Then | will be discussing and
considering why there was such a focus on
the LA wildfires.

Geography in the news, but what are we

Ottoline G

What happened in the wildfires?

¢tKS tlIftAalRS CANB 41l a
with conditions that caused it to sprawl across
neighbourhoods of east Malibu destroying
and damaging more than 6,800 structures. It
is argued the main catalyst of the wildfires
was climate change causing drotidjke
conditions in South California. This included
less than 10% of average rainfall since
October ® 2024, powerful offshore winds,

and gusts topping 70 mph meaning the fires
could spread across the landscape
uncontrollably. These dry conditions also
meant 23,445 acres were burned, not
including the Easton and Hughes Fires which
both occurred days after the Palisade Fire.

The Easton Fire occurred hours after the
Palisade Fires, spreading across national
forests lands. This fire exploded to 14,021
acres according to Cal Fire damaging a further
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10,491 structures. However, the wildfires The devastating social impacts of the LA
RARY QU adG2L) GKSNB® ¢ KS wildfites kduded 29icaskalties, A DaMis B R

on the 229 January covering a further 10,425 from the Easton Fire and 12 in the Palisade
acres. These multiple uncontrolled wildfires fire. Even though the death toll of the LA
spread across one of the wealthiest and wildfires was significantly less than the China
densely populated areas of South California Earthquake, the devastating impadtem the
causing significant social and economic wildfires got more media attention. Part of
impacts. this is due to the sense of connectedness

between the people of LA and other people

Economic impacts of the LA wildfires were S
living in the West, because we are connected

more significant than the economic impacts of
the earthquake in China. This is due to Los
Angelesheing an area of higher wealth than
Tibet, meaning the structures that were
damaged costed a significant amount of
money. The estate owned by celebrity Paris
Hilton officially sold for $61.5 million in 2021,
making it one of the most expensive homes to
trade hands in the history of California real
estate, according to Forbes Global Properties.
This was burnt in the fire. This in turn affected
the media coverage of the LA fires promoting
it as the global event that caused 70
celebrities to lose their homesapturing the

a20AFf YSRALI X
FdZRASy O0SQa |
event feel even more
catastrophic, personal and
relatable.

YIye LIS2LXSQa FGdSyarazye Ly G241t GKS [
wildfires have costed $150 billion of damage,
the costliest in US history.




through social rhédia, and both have similar
ways of living.

What happened in the China earthquake?

The recent earthquake in China struck 50
miles from the base of Mount Everest, with a
magnitude of 7.1 at the epicentre of the
earthquake and a magnitude of 6.8 hitting the
region of Tibet. Though this region is
commonly impacted by destructive collision
earthquakes the earthquake that took place
onthe Wl ydzt NB 46l & 2y S
deadliest in years. The fact the region is
regularly impacted by earthquakes is another
contributor to why the China earthquake had
such limited media interest as people have
felt they have heard these kinds of stories
before. Whereas the LA wildfire was a wakeup
call to the devastating impacts of climate
change.

The social impacts from the earthquake were
incredibly significant, part of this was due to
more than 40 aftershocks in the first few
hours following the quake. Due to this 30,000
people were relocated, more than 3,600
buildings collapsed, and there wertlaast

126 casualties in a remote part of western
China. Even though the primary response to

the earthquake was not as rapid as the
response to the LA wildfires more than 400
people were rescued.

The economic impacts of the great
earthquake include the destruction of key
infrastructure and the cancellation of Everest
sightseeing tours in the area. This affected the
local economy as one of the main sources of
income in the area is tourism.

The recent earthquake in China had many

2 T devaktatigglsazial impacts due to high

population densities. This contrasts to the LA
wildfires which to an extent faced more
economical impacts than social as the area
affected is incredibly wealthy.

Why was the media so focused on the LA
wildfires?

One of the reasons why the media was so
attracted to the story of the LA wildfires was
that it affected a group of people who are
greatly interconnected in western society
through social media links such as Instagram
and TikTok. This means that media has
multiple primary sources, such as streaming
videos and multiple photos making the event
seem even more catastrophic as we are living



the experience through their eyes.
Furthermore, Los Angeles has internet access
whereas internet access is restricted in Tibet.
¢tKA& YSIFya (KL
without government permission, cutting off
Tibet from the rest of the world, therefore
we, viewers in the West, cannbear the
stories of the people.

Due to the focus of the LA wildfires in the
media, there was a much greater global
response. This includes the FireAid concert
which was a 5 hour concert raising money for
the economic development after the
wildfires. In this concert 20 different artists
including Billie Eilish and Katy Perry
performed. As this concert was streamed live
millions of people from around the world
were able to watch and raise money, it is
estimated that the concert raised an estimate
of $100 million. There was no such concert f
the victims of the earthquake in China.

To conclude, the LA wildfires received more
media attention than the great earthquake in
China due to several contributing factors.
Firstly, the LA wildfires affected a region with
a high concentration of wealthy and famous
individuals, making the story me appealing
to global audiences. Furthermore, social
media meant that there were many primary
sources that leaked all over the internet
ANF aLAYy3I GKS At 201l f
making the event feel even more
catastrophic, personal and relatable.
contrast, Tibet's restricted internet access and
limited media coverage meant that fewer
firsthand accounts reached the global
audience. Additionally, earthquakes are more
common in the region, making them less
"newsworthy" compared to the shocking
devastaion of wildfires in an affluent area.

I dZRA Sy O8Qs
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The Power of Place in Gothic Literature

RomilyTJ

setting itself. When observing some of
the most impactful Gothic works, it
0502YSa Of SKFNJ GKF{O WLX |
crucial component, presenting the
setting in their titles. For instanc&he
Castle of Otranto, The Bloody
Chamber, The Wanderer above the Sea
of Fogall display how integral place is
to the atmosphere and themes of each
piece. In the Gothic genre, places
range from vast landscapes to complex
architectural spaces which often act as
vital backdrops to the terrqr
transformation and the sublime
experiences which are fundamental to
the plot. Gothic novels likBraculaand
Frankensteiras well as works lik€he
Sea of Icand The Wanderer above the
Sea Foglustrate how these settings
contribute to a mixed sense of fear and
fascination. Consequently, the power of place
in gothic art implies the transcendence from a

LVI Geographer and English Literature student
Romily explores the links between two of her
A Level subjects.

Many argue that the key element in the simplistic backdrop, instead serving as an
creation ofGothic works lies in the presence active force which outlines both the

of a monstrous figure, supernatural elements,  Psychologicalurmoil experienced by the
or psychological distress. For instance, the characters as well as the intemsmotional

ONRAGAO CNBR .20GAy3 ¢ NIpastfelt byyiewer S NI+ Ay G A §a
about the nature of power, law, society, Sublime Landscapes
FILYAfE& YR &SEdzZa fAde R2YAYIFI UGS D2GKAO FAOGAZ2YX

linked to wider threats of disintegration In Gothic art, settings often feature vast
manifested most forcefully in political landscapes which are vital to the emotional
NB & 2 f (Britihg? 3998 p5)While this atmosphere of the work. For example, in
perspective emphasizes crucial elements of Frankensteinthe arctic; InDracula,the

the genre, | would challenge this view by Carpathian Mountains; dn the Wanderer
arguing that the foundation of the Gothic above the Sea foghese landscapes serve as
whether in Art or Literature lies in the the foundation for evoking feelings of fear



and awe in the viewer. This aligns very closely

GAGK 9RYdzy R . dzNJ SQa
gKAOK KS RSTAYySa |
found in whatever is capable of exciting the
ARSI A& 27F GSNNEMBIrkey R
1757 p367). More specifically, when Burke
discusses sublime landscapes, he notes,

Y2 KSy ¢S

and desolation are more likely to excite the
sublime than a beautiful and wedrdered

SURKPAAaRIEBIRT

QX

t221 4 + @I
landscape, the ideas it suggests of vastness

AY | RA&ALXFOSR FT2NXQ 6 LJn(

O 2 $iEh® Wik the efuptiod MoirdZBatntiond &
as WasS whickzesultedvirSseverbne ihausahd

casualties and caused the year 1816 to earn

GKS W&SI NI gAil
eruptions release of dust and sulphur into the
atmosphere intercepted sun rays, leading to

vilespsekd aBricultyfaRcolisNaddBeRtaahnd NJ

weather events. This catastrophic event

triggered widespread global disorder yet also

sparked opportunities for Gothic artists to

2y SQ 6-9).dMMary Llov
{KStfSe2dQa, CN
the endless artic

capitalize on the turmoil, just
as Mary Shelley did in
Frankensteinutilizing the

landscape, which Victor
RSAONAOGSE | &
irregular plains of ice,
which seemed to have no
Sy Bshelley, 1818 p24)
serves as a powerful
foundation for evoking
gothic emotions of terror

We¢KS IS23INF LKA

and atmospheric are not simple|

backdrops to human drama; the
are integral to the social and

moral geographies of gothic

societal chaos of her timesa
a backdrop for one of the first
Gothic novels. This highlights
how crucial places are in
establishing a gothic

' GY23aLKSNE®
perception of place

t S2LJ SO

and awe, whilst
establishing the overall
dark and foreboding

David Punter

f A G SNI G dzNF continuously shifts and when

exploiting the unease
surrounding this transition,
the setting becomes a

atmosphere. Moreover,
GKS RSaz2ftl 4Ss
and internal torment, suggesting that the
Gothic environment not only exposes the
horrors of human nature but also refits

OKI N OGSNEQ LJAeOK2f 23A Sf]e

anxieties of the time, particularly those
surrounding the power of nature.

bl GdzNEQa

Gothic works often draw upon the
overwhelming force of nature to stimulate
fear, frequently tapping into the hidden

anxieties of humanity. This concept aligns
gAGK GKS ONRGAOA

h@SNBKSE YAy3

.eNBYhNXE

powerful tool. It taps into

A8GGAY 3 Y HeeNENEhunmah DicBrisIbangingdrarh | G A 2 v

to life in a way that defines the essence of the

Gothic.

CONENCPRYEE S g5ttt 1 a kS
From a broader global perspective, certain

regions around the world are often associated

with gngstegy and danger, such as the East

from a distorted lens which suits Western

viewpoints. As Edward Said argues in his

influential bookOrientalismo M pTy 0 = W¢ KS
hNASY(d ¢l a Ffyvy2ad | 9 dzNP LX
19" cultural enterprlse WhICh established the

AUSNYE e 3BY | yr g

LISNELISOGA DS GKFEGZ Ge¢KS (Sglg Tgég‘p%hlg‘tﬁeory pI‘OVI&jegIZ§S%h[E te

consideredo be a genre that remerges
with particular force during times of cultural
crisis, and which serves to negotiate the

anxieties of the age by working through them

into why so many significant Gothic works are
set in locations associated Wit Wi KS h (i KS NE ¢
delving deeply into Western insecurities to
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provoke fear through the unfamiliar. In Gothic atmosphere and do this through

Draculathe pivotal setting of Transylvania, various means.
located within the heart of Romania,
significantly shapes the narrative and ¢CKS ! NODUAO FYR [2Y2y24a20Q:¢

underscores key gothic themes, such as the

fear of the unknown and foreign, colonial : o .
] ) ) world map featuring a theoretical illustration
anxiety over invasion from the East, and the
of a vast and unexplored land mass that

presence of @zZLISNY I 1 dzNJ £ | YR Wg_\}{\l.:ll\))fAAql_Jx\gl_szﬁ t2 AyFEdSyOSR I

beings. Tra.lnsylvanl.a exten.ds beyond a the Arctic. Lomonosov portrayed the North
backdrop; it embodies the idea of the Eastern .
. Pale surrounded by ocean, a contreigiry

WhuKsSNR ukKkbu {FAR RAA O(\jnzgwalnssgcicgty at the time, which presented it

as isolated, foreign and otheavorldly.
[2Y2y2a20Qa LINRPLRAIFT F2NJI |
expedition in attempt to explore the Northern

significance, influencing characters and their Sea R?“t‘? mstlglatedlanmiw, as 't_ involved
roles. In Dracula, this is observed in the venturing into a largely unknown geon

OKL NI OGSNRatAOa 27 / 2 dz)Hch BaRegngeyiossly paeiaygd as
foreignness is central to his villainous dangerous. and veiled in mystery. Tr_"S _
LRNINF &8FEd {FARAQ |yt ¢ SRKalizesheyireasg surroyndipgArcyc,,
Dracula, the foreignness of the count settings in Gothic Work@r |r-15tance, infhe
NELINBaSyida GKAa TSk NI 2 Peafiice (4828 waighys camposed By p
(Said, 1978)Framing Dracula not just as a thg Ggrman Roma.ntl.c Artist, Caspar David
supematural threat, but also as a symbol of Friedrichs. The painting offers a remarkable

cultural and ideological challenge to Western yet unsettling portrayal of Arctic desolation,
values, his fearsome presence refietie emphasizing how human vulnerability is

underlying anxieties and vulnerabilities within oyerpowered by nzilturetl forciesm |d?a that L.
Western society. This is one of many alignswith Burk@a 0 KS2NE 2F UK

examples in Gothic Literature where places Recognised critic Katherine Bowgrsclaims

aA{KIAf [2Y2y2a200a al L] 21

Orientalism

In Gothic art, place often holds symbolic

w
Q)¢
o

are reflected in characters and their UKk G . ‘thA 2t F N a I:‘]Il ?S C,)N‘B I; lf >3
characteristics, reinforcing the idea that F2 '}l‘]v as ? A ){ 3 § 2y S Qaf ? oy 4 ?E i
fASa O0SYSFEUK UKS adz2NK¥FI| OS ?

settings are crucial in the generationaf

Y A y(Bo@ers, 2017 p71)his suggests that
the Arctic setting not only evokes themes of
the sublime but also mirrors the human
psyche, providing an environment through
which characterssuch as Victor in
Frankensteinconfront the hidden anxieties
within their own mind.Overall, the ominous
undercurrent of Arctic isolation has inspired
various gothic settingserving as a powerful
place to reinforce tropes of solitude and the
sublime, while also providing a space for
characters to combat and recognise their own
inner turmoil.

11



Conclusion

Place is not merely a backdrop, but a site of
rich, multifaceted meaning whether
expressing societal anxieties about the
WhiKSNRE GKS &dzLISNY I ( dzNT f
evoking fear through the Arctics desolation
and unfamiliarity. The Gothic is built updmet
haunting of uncertainty and obscurity in
societal structures, sexuality, morality and
identity; the essential factor in animating this
concept is Place. The Gothic space is a site of
confinement and liberation, triggering the
potential for transformatim, where
boundaries between the living and the dead,
the real and the surreal blur. Through these
settings, the genre not only delves into the
dark recesses of human nature but further
offers a disturbing reflection of the mysteries
that transcend what weonsider to be reality.
Overall, highlighting the power of place in
Gothic art to provoke both physical and
psychological fear.

y 2 NJ
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How do coastal processes shape the bea
In Shoreham By Sea?

Ewan R

In an edited version of his A Level coursework,
UVI Geographefwan explores coastal
processes.

Shoreham Beach, located east of Brighton on
oy It yRQa azdzik O2lads
case study of coastal dynamics and human
intervention. This lowenergy coastline,
predominantly composed of large pebbles,
shingles, and some sand, is subject to nakur
processes such as longshore drift and wave
action, alongside active coastal management
aimed at mitigating erosion. Shoreham Beac
is adjacent to Shoreham Fort, protected by ¢
sea wall on its eastern end, highlighting the
strategic importance of coastdefencesn

the area.

Coastal erosion at Shoreham is acceleratingjlgﬂ
with projections suggesting up to 40 meters
of land loss over the next two decades (red
areas on map). This rapid change is

Liphook

Rogate
South Dowins
National Park  Petworth

exacerbated by rising sea levels linked to
climate change, increasing the urgency for
effective management to protect local
infrastructure, the economy, and natural
habitats. The local economy, reliant on
Shoreham Port and small businesses,

albdbskie Sojgical corcerr®, untedsdrds A y 3
the multifaceted value of this coastline.

My investigation aims to explore how coastal
YIEYyFraSYSyid AyTtdsSyoSa i
morphology, how sediment size varies

spatially, and what additional factors

Haslomere e

Horsham

Billingshurst Southwater

Heathfleld

Horam

\
ﬁqmw Hellingly
Lewes
Hailsham )
BB rolegate!
A Pevensey Bay
entager
Seaf

Eastbourne

Rulborough
?mul\gmn

Fontwell  Ansndel

Falmer

Biring Gap

13



contribute to shaping the beach. The enquiry
is guided by three sufuestions:

How does management influence the beach
morphology at Shoreham?

How does sediment size vary across the
beach?

What other environmental factors affect the
0SSl OKQa &Kl LISK

The study draws on coastal geomorphology
theories, particularly the concept of dynamic
equilibrium, which posits that coastlines are in
a constant state of flux, with sediment being
redistributed by processes such as longshore
drift. It also considers thpotential

unintended consequences of hard
engineering solutions, as highlighted in
coastal management literature, and the role
of groynes in sediment trapping.

Beach profiles were recorded at three distinct
areas along Shoreham Beach to capture
spatial variability. Each profile measured the
gradient from the shoreline inland, revealing
differences in sediment accumulation and
beach height.

Area 1showed a fluctuating profile with an
initial increase in height, followed by a dip and
then a rise again. This irregularity may reflect
localized sediment redistribution or
measurement anomalies.

Area 2exhibited a consistent increase in
beach height from sea level to approximately
3 meters inland, indicating substantial
sediment buildup.

Area 3, the furthest along the beach,
displayed the greatest sediment
accumulation, consistent with the theory that
sediment transported by longshore drift tends
to deposit progressively down the coast.

These profiles support the hypothesis that
sediment accumulates more heavily further

height {m})

Beach Profile

0 5 10 15

width (m)

Beach horizontal width: 17.73 m
Beach surface width: 18 m
Cross sectional area: 27.12 m?

Beach Profile

height {m)

5 10 15

width (m)

Beach horizontal width: 17.74 m
Beach surface width: 18 m
Cross sectional area: 19.63 m2

Beach Profile

height (m)

[i] 5 10 15

width (m)

Beach horizontal width: 17.61 m
Beach surface width: 18 m
Cross sectional area: 29.34 m2

along the coastline, influenced by both
natural sediment transport and human
interventions such as groynes.

Sediment samples were systematically
collected andanalysedo determine mean
grain size across the three areas. The results
indicate a general trend of decreasing

14




contributed to

A line graph to show how sediment size differs across areas 1,2 and 3 sediment
redistribution and
100 beach profile
— changes.
S
% 80 \ Human activities,
N including coastal
n 60 —
= defencessuch as
_“é 40 sea walls and
3 groynes, play a
« 20 significant role in
modifying natural
0 —Areal e——Area?2 —=Area3 processes. These

structures aim to
reduce erosion and protect infrastructure but
may also disrupt sediment transport, leading
Larger pebbles and shingle dominate the to localized accretion or erosion.
western sections, where the energy of waves
is higher and sediment transport is less
effective at moving heavier particles. The investigation confirms that coastal
management at Shoreham Beach significantly
influences beach morphology and sediment
distribution. Groynes and sea walls effectively
reduce sediment loss and help maintain beach
profiles, particularly in areas of stemic

sediment size moving along the beach from
west to east.

Conclusion

Finer sediments appear more frequently
towards the eastern end, consistent with the
trapping effect of groynes and the sorting
action of longshore drift.

This pattern aligns with coastal process importance such as near Shoreham Fort.
theory, where heavier sediment is deposited However, these interventions also alter
closer to the sediment source, and finer natural sediment flows, contributing to spatial
particles are carried further alongshore. The variability in sediment size and beach shape.

presence of groynes enhances this sorting by
interrupting sediment flow and promotin
accumulation upstream.

Sediment size decreases progressively along
the beach, supporting the theory of longshore
drift and sediment sorting. Larger sediments

Weather conditions, prevailing
wind direction, and tidal patterns
also influence beach 14

morphology. Secondary data 12
10 \/¥/\/

A line graph to show the number of waves per minute for 10 minut

on local weather showed
variable wind speeds and
directions during the data
collection period, which can
alter wave energy and
sediment movement. For example,
on days with stronger onshore 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
winds, increased wave action likely

Number of waves

O N A O

Time (minutes)
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remain near the western end, while finer changes or storm impacts. Future studies

materials accumulate further east, influenced should include multiple visits across different
by both natural wave dynamics and human tidal and weather conditions to improve
made structures. representativeness.

Environmental factors such as wind and tidal Measurement PrecisiorBome anomalies in
patterns further affect sediment movement beach profile data may reflect measurement
and beach morphology, demonstrating the errors or equipment calibration issues.
complex interplay of natural and Employing more precise instruments and
anthropogenic processes in shaping the repeated measurements could enhance
coastline. reliability.

Overall, the findings suggest that while Spatial Coverag&Vhile three areas provided
current management strategies are effective a snapshot of the beach, a more extensive
in protecting key areas, they may also sampling regime would better represent the

contribute to unintended consequences such SYGANB O2FadGftAySQa @ NRIF O
as sediment starvation downstream. This
highlights the need for integrated, sustainable
coastal management approaches that balance
protection with the preservation of natural
sediment dynamics.

Weather InfluenceVariable weather
conditions during data collection may have
influenced wave counts and sediment
measurements. Controlling for weather or
scheduling data collection during stable

Evaluation conditions would improve consistency.

The investigation provided valuable insights Despite these limitations, the methodology
into the coastal processes at Shoreham was appropriate for addressing the enquiry
Beach, though some limitations affected the guestions, and the data collected effectively
scope and accuracy of the findings. demonstrated key patterns in beach

. morphology and sediment distribution.
Sampling Frequencipata were collected

during a single visit, limiting the ability to
capture temporal variations such as seasonal

A bar graph showing the comparison of sediment build up on each side of the groynes

Groyne 4

Groyne 3

Groyne 2

Groyne 1

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
m Sediment on right side of groyne (cm)  m Sediment on left side of groyne (cm)
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Final Thoughts

Shoreham Beach exemplifies the challenges of
managing dynamic coastal environments in

the face of rising selevels and climate

change. This investigation underscores the
importance of understanding both natural
processes and human interventions to

develop sustainable management strategies.
Balancing the need for coastal protection with
the maintenance of naturaediment flows is
ONRGAOIT (2
and economic value for future generations.
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All the Gear and aw ideas: Safety on K2

LVI Geographer and keen mountaineer Tom
explores how changes in technology are
enablingmore mountain tourism.

K2, also known as Mount Gow#usten is an
8,611-meter mountain nestled within the
Karakoram range bordering between Pakistan
and China. This mountain is the second tallest
in the world and known for its high death toll
there is an average 25% mortaliggte. No
wonder it has the other more common name
WAl gF3AS Y2dzy ik Ay Qo
deterred from climbing the mountain but
overtime and especially in the last couple of
years there has been many advancements in
equipment and techniques of committinbe
mountain whcih have impacted on the
success rate of K2 expeditions.

Historically, earlier expeditions taken on K2
were marked with issues stemming from
climbers having to rely on outdated
equipment, limited knowledge of the
mountain and inadequate training for the
high altitudes. Without modern techniques

Tom B

al y :

and routes for climbing such a challenging
mountain, this increased the risks that the
climbers were undertaking. Risks include
hypothermia, frostbit and altitude sickness
and these factors often meant many early
expeditions ended in tragedy. In 1986 13
climbers died in &ingle year, which was
mainly due to climbers not being able to
identify and predict weather very accurately
due to equipment not being as advanced as
it is today as well as inadequate equipment
and inexperienced climbers.

In the 19962000s there was dramatic
advancements in the climbing equipment
used, with improvements in the weather
forecasting systems. This allowed for the
success rate of climbing mountains like K2 a
lot easier as it allowed for you not to be
battling the conditions and could predict
when the correct time to climb was. Further
advances also came in the gear used by
climbers with them becoming lighter allowing
for more supplies to be taken up at one time.
It also allowed climbers to have more energy
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without carrying all of the bulky equipment.
To reduce hypothermia and frostbite, new
development in clothing were made with
synthetic jackets insulating climbers much
more.

There were also developments made in the
techniques used by the climbers with fixed

to keep a clear mind and create jiortant
decisions that could be life or death.
Furthermore, there have been even greater
developments in the weather forecasting
allowing for people to predict weather at a
much more accurate degree. In case of
someone gets lost there have been
improvements with GPS

lines being created. These
factors allowed for the
success rate of summiting
the mountain to increase.
However this was not done

GAGKAY

75-85% of all fatalities take place

tracking and radio
communication allowing for
rescue to be easier. Finally,
implementations of

0§KS WR

without tragedy for

instance the 2008 tragedy saw a storm
resulting in 11 deaths which now remains as
the deadliest events in K2 history.

From 2000 to today, K2 has seen the highest
climbing success rate with around 6800
people reaching the summit out of all 800
climbs being made. This comes down to the
increase in development of equipment. It is
now much lighter and the increase largesus
of supplement oxygen allows people not to
fall victim to oxygen sickness within the death
zone of the ascent. This death zone is where
most climbers pass away5-80% of all
fatalities happen here. The oxygen allows you

permanent ladders and
ropes have allowed for safer ascents resulting
less casualties.

In conclusion advancements in equipment
and technigues have greatly improved the
safety and success rate of k2 expeditions.
Advancements in technology such as lighter
gear, better weather forecasting and
supplemental oxygen has allowed climbers to
be muchsafer and more likely to reach the
summit.

Tom is a LVI Geographer and member of the
Lancing Geographer Editorial Board.

Crocodiles & Cliffs

.. A Geoyapca Boarogarme

MATHTE A LoD Freo Hove. 07

Crocodiles and cliffs by
Buckley H A winning
entry from the Board
Game competition.
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Lancing Geographer Interview: Travel Awar
winner Isabelle K

Hattie P

LVI Geographéfattie sat down with UVI
student, and travel award winner Isabelle to
discuss the award.

[ FYyOAy3 [/ 2ftS3S 2FFS
students each yeaa financial contribution
towards the cost of a once inlifetime trip.
Lancing Geographer Editor Hattie Pope sat
R2gy oAGK flFad &SI NRD:
Klosowski.

!

Where did 2 1 '
ere did you go worked at a family

BN -
During my time in France, |

Over the summer holidays | had the F NA Sy R Q aRordidaviduhighgrbduces
opportunity to stay in La Rochefoucauld, a the famous Charentaise slippers using

small village in Charente, France (close to authentic materials and traditional

Bordeaux). As someone who has been manufacturing techniques. All the slippers are
studying French at school for the last 13 handmade in a factory in La Rochefoucauld
years, | really wanted to improve my French and sold in hundreds of stores across France
speaking sKi as, for me, this is the hardest as well as online. The compaisylooking to

part of language learning. expand to the UK and other European

countries so needed their entire website
translated into English, which is what | did! |
gained invaluable work experience, learning
how a profitable business is run and using my
language skills in the real world.

What did you do?

Whilst | was there, | also had the chance to
explore the local area. The family | was
staying with took me out to a few local French
restaurants to try some traditional food,
cheese, and cider from the area. | also had the
chance to visit some beautifuldtorical sites

and explore both La Rochefoucauld and a
nearby town, Angouléme. | went to a concert
in La Rochefoucauld as well as the chateau
and cathedral there, and spent another day
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exploring Angouléme, a town famous for its Your favourite thing you did?
comic strips, archaeological digs and paper
mills! One day the family even took me-go
karting with their daughter, which was
something | had never done before and really
enjoyed!

Honestly the whole trip was amazing, but
what | enjoyed the most was getting to meet
S0 many interesting, kind people! | was of
course nervous about speaking French and
travelling alone, but that quickly subsided.
What have yodearnt from it? What | love most about languages and
travelling is the people, and
the trip gave me such a

| learnt so much from my

trip to France! Most

. . & < oo & . reat opportunity to meet
importantly, by being fully PEKS U Nlg@sre e s So man‘;/pdifferer):t people

immersed in the French opportunity to pursue my passiof . . :

all with their own stories to
language, | was able to for languages and love for el
improve my French travelling, whilst providing me '
speaking skills so much with a chance to gain work Why you think the travel
during my time there. | SELISNR S y 58 | award is so important?

started off barely being
able to communicate with
the family | was staying with about train
delays to having a near fluent conversation
with a border control officer at the airport.
Although my French is far from perfect, |
definitely improved my fluency during the trip
and gained confidence in speakinget

| am so grateful for the
travel award and think that
it is one of the most important things Lancing
offers. It gave me the opportunity to pursue
my passion for languages and love for
travelling, whilst providing me with a chance
to gain work experience abroad. My dad took
a very similar trip when he was & avorking

language. in the same factory and staying with the same
As well as this, | gained invaluable work family in La Rochefoucauld, just one
experience, both in terms of doing reabrld generation before so this trip has always
translation work and learning about sales, been a dream of mine.

marketing and running a profitable company.
g gap pany I think that the travel award provides students

Finally, what | enjoyed the most was learning with an incredible opportunity to explore new
more about French culture, both through the places and cultures, and fulfil ambitions,
people | met and by exploring the area to GKSHGKSNI GKFEG 0S8 G2 LINIT O A (

f SENY Y2NB [ 02dzi GKS O patayléamibgta explde@iKintdétdstoit® NE ®
volunteer in another country.

| think that we can learn so much through
travel and that it is so important to be given
the opportunity to explore new places,
immerse ourselves in different cultures and
most importantly, meet new people.

Hattie is a LVI Geographer and member of the
Lancing Geographer Editorial Board.
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Post colonial conflict: Religious geographies ¢

Nigeria

LVI Geographer Zeclian explores different
geographies of Nigeria.

Nigeria is a western Africaiountry

sandwiched between the Gulf of Guinea in
the Atlantic Ocean and the Sahel region to the
north. It also borders the countries of Niger,

/| KFRZ [/ FYSNRB2Y | yR
populated country in Africa and thé"@nost
populated country in the world with a
population of over 230 million as of February
2025. The country gained independence on
the 1% of October 1960 and currently
comprises 36 states with distinct cultures and
traditions as there are over 250 ethnic groups

aria A

2

,_ e ,“‘Iff;‘r' / -

and over 500 languages spokamongst
them. However, the merging of these
different groups of people to form a country
has caused some internal problems due to the
difference in beliefs, particularly with religion.
The northern part of the country is primarily
Muslim while the southkrn part is more

Christian.

- SY %chg)indéﬁjer%gnceufrgms colgn?alaru'"fe in

1960, different conflicts have arisen between
these groups. Some conflicts even predate
Nigeria becoming an independent country,
like the riots that broke out in Kano back in
1953 between Northerners and Southerners
due to issues over sgffovernance as the
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Northerners were opposed to gaining
independence. This cumulated in 4 days of
rioting with deaths and injuries of many
people. Since independence the first big event
that arose was the amligho programs, which
were a series of targeted attacks againstdgb
and southerners in 1966. In this, between
8,000 and 30,000 Igho people were killed and
1 million fled the North in response to a
January coup which was orchestrated by
primarily Igbo soldiers and leading politicians
including the prime minister Abubakaafawa
Balewa and Northern premier Ahmadu Bello.
These leaders who were killed, and in
retaliation some Northerners were targeted
and killed by mobs in Eastern cities which in
turn led to massive numbers of northerners
fleeing the eastern region. Althoughe

causes were more political and ethnic driven,
religion still played a role as stated before,
most northerns were Muslim while
southerners were Christian which slightly
contributed to an antChristian Muslim
narrative. After the programs, a civil war
broke out between the breakaway Biafran
state which was made up of mostly Igbo

and southeastern parts of the country
against the Nigerian government and durin
the war Biafran propaganda was used to
portray the conflict as a struggle between
Muslims and @ristians to get international
support, even though many Christians wer:
aligned with Nigeria as opposed to the
Biafran state.

After the war, the next big violent event
occurred in the town of Kafanchan in
southern Kaduna state which was a bordeigsg
area between the 2 religions. An outbreak
occurred between them which was
instigated by extremist leaders who rallied
younger followerawvith speeches and public
demonstrations telling them that the nationgs
g2dZ Ry Qi LINRGSOG (K

was a quarrel between the fellowship of
Christian students and the Muslim student
society in the Kadunaate College of
Education over who should dominate the
campus and it escalated into series of protests
around the city which resulted in a church
being burnt along with several mosques and
12 fatalities. Media was used by both sides to
further radicalize ach other and to spread
messages that became more intolerant to
20KSNJI NSt AIA2yazr | YR
the damage and violence caused by
themselves. After years of military rule and
shortlived republics, democracy was restored
in 1999 with a geneailly secular federal
government, but 12 Northern Muslim
dominated states introduced sharia law. With
the dawn of a new century brought about a
surge in violence across many places in the
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country in the form or riots. These included was arrested but died in custody and the
the 2000 Kaduna riots in which between 1000 group was taken over by the secoimd

and 5000 people were killed following the command Abubakar Shekau. In 2010, 105
introduction of Sharia law in the state; the members were broken out of a prison in
2001 Jos riots that killed 1,000 peopiter Bauchi state which allowed them to regroup
the appointment of a Muslim politician as and intensify their attacks. Since then, the

local coordinator of the federal programme to group unleaked series of attacks and have
FAIKG LRGSNIET I yR (KS terrorized the whole northern Nigeria ad NA 2 ( &

that saw over 200 people killed in Kaduna even theneighbairing countries of Chad,

which resulted in the contest moving to bAISNI YR /I YSNR2Y D ¢KS& Q¢
London. Many other religious rigt protests several bombings, kidnappings, massacres

and bloody events occurredang the years. and assaults particularly on churches, schools,

police stations and government buildings.
Their first major attack was in 2011 with the
bombing of the UN éadquarters in the
capital Abuja by a car bomb
which killed over 20 people
Yhe biggest issue thdtas aisen and left over 100 injured
from this instabilityhas been the and it was their first attack

rise and insurgency of the terrorist| on a western target. They
Borno state in i i .

jihadist group known as Boko launched a series of
Northeastern Nigeria by HaramQ

Mohammed Yusuf with the
goal of establishing an
Islamic state based on sharia law. Thie
intention was to overthrow the Nigerian
government and to oppose things like secular
government and western education with the
name Boko Haram directly translating to

G2 Syt SNJy 3dz2 3S A& F2NDA
language. They initially started off more
peaceful in their nature attracting poor
Muslim families and unemployed youth and
establishing a religious complex and school
but the teachings gradually became more
radicalizel. Since 2009 they became more
violent after a police investigation was
launched into the group from July 2009 that
saw 9 members arrested and their weapons
confiscated and this sparked revenge attacks
on the police and rioting across northeastern
cities mrticularly in Bauchi. By the end of the
month, 700 people had been killed, churches,
police stations, government buildings and
schools were destroyed. Mohammed Y usuf

However, the biggest issue that has arisen
from this instability has been the rise and
insurgency of the terrorist
jihadist group known as
Boko Haram. They were
founded in 2002 out of
Maiduguri, the capital of

bombings and attacks on
churches on Christmas day
that year resulting irover 40 people killed

and a state of emergency declared in
particular areas. In January of the next year,
they carried out one of their worst attacks
with an assault on police buildings in Kano
that left 190 people dead. 2014 was deadliest
and most devastiing year of their insurgency
with 6,600 people killed and the infamous
kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls from the town
of Chibok which drew a huge amount of
international attention and condemnation
particularly from former first lady Michelle
Obama and the sirt of the

Gl . NAYy3. I Ol hdzZNDANI 8¢ Y2@S)
they formally pled allegiance to ISIS and due
to disputes a new group known as ISWAP
6LatkFYAO adlrdsSQa 2Sad ! TN
away from Boko Haram. An offensive was
launched against Boko Haram by alittion of
forces from Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon and
Niger which killed hundreds of militants and
took back most of the territory they
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controlled including the town of Gwoza which
was believed to be their base and it forced
Boko Haram to retreat to remote areas and
resort to guerilla warfare. In 2018 Boka Haram
did another mass abduction similar to the one
in Chibok in 2014, abducting 1&6hoolgirls

from a school | Dapchi, Yobe state. 5 of them
were killed and all the girls were released

after the government paid a large ransom for
them. One of the girls called Leah Sharibu was
kept hostage though because she refused to
converttoIslamg R a KS Q&
then. By 2019, Boko Haram were on the rise
again as 1,700 people had been killed by the
first half of the year, and they managed to
retake some of their previously occupied
territory as they were allowed to freely
operate in the countryside. In 2021, Boko
Haram and the breakaway ISWAP group
became enemies and attacked each other,
and it was reported that in one encounter
that year, the Boko Haram leader Abubakar
Shekau blew himself up to avoid capture.

Apart from Boko Haram, there have been
other problems in recent years. In 2022, A
Christian student called Deborah Yakubu in
Sokoto was lynched and burnt outside her
university for alleged blasphemy and there
was further violence incidents against
Christian sites like churches in the area. In
2022 as well another shocking incident
happened in Owo in which 50 people were

killed by gunfire at a church and this
shook many as it occurred in the
southwest part of the country as
oppose to the North. Numerous
Catlolic priests and clergymen have
been kidnapped for ransom and
murdered across the country for
example in 2023, 25 priests were
kidnapped which made it the country
with the highest number of clergy
kidnap victims that year creating a
strong sense of fearakstly, In the
middle region of the country, there
has been constant clashes between Christian
farmers and primarily Muslim Fulani herders
creating further sense of unsafety and fear. In
recent years as around Christmas time in
2023, 300 Christian were mugcked in Plateau
state, while in Benue state at least 500
Christians were killed during the course of the
year and 239 in the first quarter of 2024.

In summary, religion in Nigeria is quite a
complex and historical issue with multiple

0 SSY Kecauses, and it has led to widespread

instability. To solve this issue, more religious
tolerance needs to be promoted and the
government needs to step up in their relde
people behind lots of these events need to be
held accountable and resolving this issue is
essential for the future of theountry.

Zechariah is a LVI Geographer and a member
of the Lancing Geographer Editorial Board.
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Okinawa, Japan

DS23IN} LIKSNJ al y2yQa !
project.

Introduction

This investigation explores the impact of
tourism on Tokyo and Okinawa, two distinct
destinations in Japan. Using land use surveys,
guestionnaires, and landscape evaluations,
the study compares how cultural, economic,
and technological factors shape tourisn

both regions.

Tokyo, a global megacity, consistently ranks
FY2y3 GKS ¢g2NI RQa (2L
attracting international visitors with its urban
appeal. In contrast, Okinawa, a subtropical
island, is a favored holiday spot for domestic
and regional tourists, partidarly from nearby
countries like South Korea and China. Recent
trends indicate increased flights, new hotels,
and a growing tourist presence in Okinawa,
prompting an inquiry into how its tourism

The Impact of Tourism Between Tokyo anc

Manon E

L=

4

G A GetablisBell @ 2 Q& f 2 y 3
Sdsdy. O2 dzNE S g 2 NJ

In Tokyo, average tourist spending rebounded
strongly after the COVHD9 pandemic,
reaching $1,412 in 2023. This recovery
suggests ongoing urban development and a
resilient tourism sectoh {1 Ay I 61 Qa
spending also dropped sharply during the
pandemic, from $5.85 billion in 2019 to $3.67
billion in 2023, but it is gradually recovering,
indicating renewed economic growth in the
region.

0 2 dzNR 3

Tokyo attracts a diverse international crowd,

@ith Signifidars authbess FraimiSauyh K area,

Taiwan, the US, and Germany. This diversity
KAIKEtAIKGaA ¢2182Qa NRtS |
hub.h {AYyl gl Qa @GAAAG2NE | NB
from neighboring Asian countries, such as

Taiwan and Hong Kong, but also include some

from North America. Its proximity to these

regions and its reputation as a beach

destination drive this pattern.

p— Y
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Disneyland

Shopping

Shopping
Food

I'eamlab

Parks

Shopping

Results geographyThe focus on natural attractions

_ RATFSNBYGALFIGSEa h{Ayl gl TN
The land use survey of Ko&ri reveals a tourism, appealing to those seeking relaxation
mix of restaurants, shops, hotels, public halls, and nature.

FYR GNIAYy aidldAzyazr NBTEtSOGAYy3a ¢21&2Qa
multifaceted urban environmenilhe area
caters to both locals and tourists, with a
strong presence of local services alongside | Aspect Tokyo Okinawa
global brands.

Tourist Origins

. _ Diversity High (13 Moderate (9
Kokusaiori is dominated by restaurants, . .
_ - countries) countries)
shops, and hotels, with fewer local amenities.
The focus on tourism is evident, aligning with Regional Strong from Dominant from

hUAyFotQa SENIE oNFyRoMI b ehe dlll 2 92NN Gafhy QAN & ¢
¢ KS & ¢fisst¢niugy Plan for the (China, HK) countries

h{Aylgly 902y2Ye&é oOmdpdyv FAYSR (2 9g22ai
globalization and tourism, leading to

increased infrastructure for visitors.

International | Significant (US,| Limited (some
Germany, from US,
India) Australia)

—

Tourist Activities and Economic Developmen

Tourists in Tokyo engage in modern, urban
activities such as shopping at global luxury
stores, visiting Disneyland, and experiencing R L A . oA P
. : . . . t21e2Qa ONRBFERSNI AYUSNYI UA?z
unique entertainment like Mario Go Karting. . SA AL D dz 51 251 ¢
¢KS OriGeoa $02y2vxo RSP AUPsdlRAR §3, 5¢ k20
. : : - tourism is shapéd by regional proximity and
a wide range of attractions, drawing visitors

its resort im )
from across the globe. ts resort image

In Okinawa, tourists primarily participate in
beach and water activities, such sisorkelling
FYR &6AYYAYy3A:Z NBFESOGAYy3a GKS AaftlyRQa O2Fadl f
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Ocean
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Foods.,

with recent development
focusing on global
amenities.

Economic Development

and Tourism Growth

t21e2Qa | RAIyOSR
economic development has

attracted international

events (e.g. 2020

Olympics), boosting its

global profile and drawing

visitors from distant

countriesh T Ayl g1 Qa SO2y2YAO 3N

Osaka

Activities more recent, with increased investment in
Aspect Tokyo Okinawa tourism infrastructure leading to higher
tourist numbers and a gradual diversification
i i of its visitor base.
Main Shopping, Beach,
Activities entertainment, | snorkeling, Both cities have experienced increased tourist
dining swimming numbers and spending as a result of targeted
economic development, but the scale and
focus differ.
Globalisation and High Street Development
- Okinawa is experiencing a rise in transnational
Urban vs. Urbancentric Nature- corporations (TNCs) and global brands as
Nature centric tourism grows, indicating ongoing
globalizationt 2 {1 € 2 Qa KAIK A0GNBSGa
globalized, with established international
Infrastructure | Advanced, Focused on . .
) ) brands and a long history as a tourist
diverse tourism, L o L
| iod destination.The timing of globalization
ess varie RAFTTSNEY ¢2182Q4 (NI y&T2N)
earlier, while Okinawa is currently in the
o L _pracess of expanding its global conngctions.
¢t21e2Qa OUAGBAUASA NBTESQU Aua SOZ2Yy2YAO _ )
' OO2NRAY3 02 . dzif SNRa a2 dz

development and urbamfrastructure, while
h{AYylF gl Qa | NB
and emerging tourism sector.

GASR (2

A aUFPi GNP IBp bk N2 FYEyGUT:
growth and diversification of its tourist base.
hi1Ayl gl Aada Ay (GKS aRS@St 21
characterized by increasing infrastructure and

Land Use i _ o
. R agrowing reputation as a resort destination.
¢t21ez2Qa flyR dzaS Aa Y2NB Il NASR |yR
established, serving both locals and tourists.
hi{AylglQa Aa Y2NB 2NASYGSR (G261 NRa&A (G2dz2NAaY:
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Conclusion

Tourism impacts Tokyo and Okinawa in
distinct yet interconnected ways, shaped by
their economic development, geographic
characteristics, and stages of globalization.

Tokya As a global megacity, Tokyo benefits
from a mature tourism industry, attracting a
diverse international audience. Its urban
infrastructure supports a wide range of
activities, from shopping to entertainment,
and its high streets blend local and global
sevices. Economic development, including
major international events, has reinforced
¢tc21e82Qa adldda & |

£ S RA)

OkinawaY h1 Ayl 6F Q& G2dz2NR&Y Aa

regionally focused, with most visitors coming
from neighbouringAsian countries. Its appeal
lies in its natural environment, particularly
beaches and water activities. Recent
economic development and targeted policies
have increased its global
profile, leading to more
"L'J;,,, @ international visitors and the
expansion of tourist
infrastructure. The city is in the
midst of a transition towards
greater globalization, with
growing numbers of global
brands and amenities.

characterized by diversity,
urban activities, and
establlshed global connections whereas
h{AYLl ¢ QcentrésBndadtival Y
attractions, regional visitors, and emerging
global ties.

Both cities have seen tourism growth driven
by economic development and globalization.
Each city offers a mix of local and global

services, though the balance and focus differ.
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Conclusion

Tourism has driven economic growth, urban
development, and increased global
connectivity in both Tokyo and Okinawa.
t21@82Qa SadlofAakKSR LI2aal ¢t21e82Q4 ONRI RS OA G @
O2yidNrdaida ¢AdK hlAylglQa appeal is linked to its status as a
transformation into a major resort Jf261f OAGES & KA
destination. The differeres in tourist origins, is shaped b its resort image.
activities, and land use reflect the unique
characteristics and stages of development in
each city. As both continue to evolve, tourism
will remain a central force shaping their
economies, cultures, and landscapes.

Manonis an UVI Geographer. This is an edited
version of her A Level coursework.

Mountain geography
game bySeth H A winning
entry from the Board
Game competition.
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Has the textbook got it wrong™terview

with Dara A

Sasha F

|

=
=i

R |

o

A

One intrepid Fourth Form Geographer went to
Makoko, the place the textbooks call the
WFE 2 (A Yagos,Niget. Rereishe sits
down with Lancing Geographer Editor Sasha
to discuss her adventures and why she thinks
the textbooks might have got it wrong.

Why did you visit Makoko?

| visited Makoko so that | could understand
how other people live in Lagos compared to
how | live and because it gave me a good
opportunity to take videos and pictures for
my geography class.

Did you feel as if there was a welcoming
aspect?

>

Y 4 /
Makoko was éxtremely welcoming. The
residents helped us get from one place to
another through the safest routes and the
Chief spoke to us to explain how their systems
work.

Do you feel as if Makoko is portrayed
differently in textbooks and media compared
to its reality?

Some parts of Makoko are portrayed the
same as in textbooks and media, however
compared to reality, | feel as if the resources
available to educate people about Makoko
should be up to date, because some things
have changed there. For example, they have
running water and electricity provided by the
government.
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The textbook implies that the standard of Sasha is LVI Geographer and member of the
living and overall life quality is significantly Lancing Geographer Editorial Board.
poor. What was your impression on this?

In my opinion this is true, but it is not nearly

as bad as shown in the textbook. Their houses
are relatively small compared to the size of a
GY2NXIfé€ K2dzaS: odzi GKSe KIFI@S F22R:
healthcare, education etc. so their overal g™

life quality is not that bad.

Was there anything that you found
unexpected?

They had loudspeakers playing music all
around the place, they have interesting scaura
restaurantse.g.Nigerian and Japanese i "]p \” Lo wmm

fusion and almost everyone had a good "| m \ ‘H"
phone. They also all speak French, Engl ‘ il 'f‘
and different native languages. |

What do you think the future holds for
Makoko?

| think Makoko could be a very easy place to
make money in the future as they are the
main people who catch and sell fish in
Makoko.
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Globe Dash by Ted B winning entry from the Board Game competition.
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LVI GeographeSkyelives in Bermudaand
exploreghe realities of island life, highlighting
the difficulties that come with living on a tiny
and detached island.

When mentioning to people that | am from
Bermuda the comment that is mostly saidHd.
Ydzai o6S I
picture beautiful beaches, perfect crystdear
waters and a relaxed lifestyle, though it is not
all like that. Bermuda is a British Overseas
Territory in the North Atlantic Ocean, where it
is located 1,035km east of North Carolina, USA.
Lving in Bermuda comes with challenges that
tourists often look past. Despite Bermudas
natural beauty, being such a small size creates
struggles for those who live there.

CNRdzof S AY

3 NB Many petiple O S

t I N} RA ¢

Skye |

Cost of living
One of the biggest pressing issues for
Bermudians is the extravagant cost to live
there, because Bermuda has one of the
highest costs of living in the world. This is
mostly due to its isolated location relying on
the imports of food, fuel and other esseati
ml_ajlt%r.ialsf I;\a\éng 0 import _most good.s, with
shipping costs and taxes drives the prices up
making items more expensive than if it was
being sold in a larger country. Furthermore, as
of April 2024, the cost of goods and services in
Bermuda grew by 2.2%d fuel and energy
prices increased 6.4%. Having these increases
in prices are making it difficult for households
to even meet the basic needs, let alone save
for the future. Comparing Bermudas cost of
living to the United States, the cost of living in
Bemuda is approximately 90% higher
excluding rent and 110% including rent. In
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Bermuda, not including rent, a single living
person will need to make about $1,900 per
month (which is $23,000/almost £30,000 a
year) just to cover basic expenses. As well, a
family of four will need just less than $7,000
per month (which is just less than
$84,000/around £100,000) just to cover basic
expenses.

Space

Another pressing issue for Bermudians to face
is the lack of space and overcrowding of the
island. With the current population being
64,580 people and the total land area is just
about 54 square kilometres, it means making
space is rare. Land developmemt sland is
severely limited due its tiny size, resulting in
housing shortage and increased competition
for property. Additionally, road congestion
can be a problem, because the island has
many motorised vehicles in comparison to its
size. There are aldewer public places,
limiting leisure choices. Adding to that,

SN¥YdzRIF A& 2yS 2F GKS

populated territories with a population
density of around 1,400 persons per square
kilometre. For example, parishes like

Pembroke and Devonshire are densely packed
with residences built close together to
maximise land use in other parishes. Due to
the high housing expenses, for example, if you
do end up purchasing a home, you can expect
to spend, on average, about $615,0@0 &
one-bedroom condo. Thefere, many

families live in multgenerational households,
which can result in crowded living
circumstances. Overcrowding affects
recreational venues as well, such as Victoria
Park which is situated in Hamilton and the 34
beaches Bermuda provides green spand
sand. Though they are beautiful they are
typically congested, particularly on weekend
and the most during summer when tourist
come.

Tourism

Another pressing issue Bermuda has to face as
a whole is tourism, the problem being we are
GSNE RSLISYRSyid 2y Ado
primarily sourced from tourism, especially in
e suihrieOnionths Avbet theRSnpeiafufe &s
high and the cruise ships and pémattract
thousands of people. In 2023, there were
240,802 tourists travelled to the island

between July and September. Royal Naval
5201@IFNRZ FYR I I YAfl2yQa (
most popular tourist destinations due to all

the shops and activities to délowever,

during the COVH29 outbreak, numerous

businesses and shops along Front Street

decreased majority in sales with some, such

as Pickled Onion, (a restaurant) temporarily

closing due to such vast decrease in sales.

Even though tourists can generatdp and

cash, making the holidays months very

S NI
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successful in 'gener:ﬁng Tr?éome, they
contribute to overcrowding. Overcrowding
makes it difficult for locals to get to popular
beaches and tourist destinations.
Furthermore, the transport infrastructure is
overburdened, with buses and ferries packed
to capacity. This makes daily commuting more
difficult for residents. Bermuda's reliance on
tourism leaves the economy vulnerable to
external shocks such as pandemics, or natural
disasters, which can affect visitor numbers.

Natural disasters

Another challenge Bermuda has to face is
YIEGdz2Ny £ RA&AFAGSNAEO®
the Atlantic oceans is exposes itself to natural

RAAFAGSNASES F2NJ SEF YLX S

hurricane season is from beginning of June to
end of November which does rae there is a
chance in the summertime for a hurricane to
hit, but they mostly hit around September or
October. One example is Hurricane Humberto,
which struck the island in September 2019
with winds of up to 125 mph. The storm
caused widespread of poweutages,

property damage, and disruptions to
businesses, affecting more than 28,000

2 A0

residences. Bermudians prepare
for hurricanes by accumulating
emergency supplies, reinforcing
their houses, and following to strict
building regulations designed for
dealing with high winds. All
residences are constructed with
limestone roofs and strong ails to
withstand severe weather.
Community disaster response
activities are welbrganised, and
individuals in need may access
shelters and relief resources. Long
term corsequences of hurricanes
include infrastructure destruction,
financial losses, and mental health
issues for populations who
experience multiple storms. Power
outages, damaged houses, and business
disruptions can take months, if not years, to
fully recover from. Furthermore, the tourism
industry is frequently impacted following
large storms, which has a negative impact on
the island's economy.

Conclusion

While Bermuda is typically portrayed as a
beautiful paradise, the realities of life on such
a small island provide significant problems.
The high expense of living, limited space,
worries about the environment, economic
feliance qpyorists. gnd sepsie natyrl
disasters make daily life more complicated
han L RERRS TSIt O | 0 4
adapt to these challenges, balancing the
advantages of island life with the drawbacks.
Addressing these concerns will require
strategic planning, lonterm soutions, and
resilience in the community to ensure that
Bermuda remains not only a beautiful location
to visit, but also a living home for its citizens.
Despite the struggles, Bermudians continue to
be proud of their history, tradition, and the
magnificentbeauty of their island,
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demonstrating that Bermuda, despite its small
size, remains strong.
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